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The Toast 
Geoff Lee, State Liberal MP for Parramatta, fending off 
mischievous jibes about the Queensland election result, 
proposed a toast to some other magnificent losers, the 
Koreans, specifically the Rotary Club of Seoul, and South 
Korea. We all drank to that.  

 

Club Updates 
The Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 
Mark Anderson, from Rotary International, said that 
eradication of polio was the Number One project of the 
Rotary Foundation. The good news was that the world 
appeared to have got through January without one reported 
new case of polio. In 2014, there had been 300 new cases. 
The disease remained endemic in Nigeria, Afghanistan and 
Pakistan. It was hoped the disease would be eliminated in 
Nigeria and Afghanistan by the end of the year and there had 
been an undertaking by the government in Pakistan that the 
same should be done there. 

Mark said another $500 million was needed for the final 
assault on polio. A fundraising event would be a cinema night 
in Parramatta, at the Events Cinema Complex at Westfield 
Shopping Centre, when the film the Second Best Exotic 
Marigold Hotel would be shown. This would be on February 
26, 6.30 for 7 pm. The cost would be $20 per head, of which 
$10 went to the fighting polio. Members were encouraged to 
bring family and friends. 
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The Rotary Four-Way Test 
The Four-Way Test challenges 
Rotarians, in everything they do, to ask 
themselves:  
Of the things we say or do: 

Is it FAIR to all concerned? 2 

Is it the TRUTH? 1 

Will it build GOODWILL and 
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 

3 

Will it be BENEFICIAL to all 
concerned? 

4 
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“Vivamus porta 
est sed est.” 
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jury was out as to whether 
that was before or after a 
complaint from the club that 
the food was “a bit 
ordinary”. There was also 
discussion about the 
continuing arrangement 
where we meet in the 
Executive Board Room at 
the Novotel Hotel. Malcolm 
Brown said that the club, 
which is so orientated 
towards alleviating problems 
in the Third World, should 
think about those who did 
not have anything to eat at 
all. 

Resignation of Sze 
Chuah 
President Ron announced 
the resignation of Sze as a 
member. 

Sze has found it impossible 
to maintain a commitment to 
the club because of a 
number of conflicting 
priorities.  

In his letter of resignation 
Sze thanked all members of 
the club for welcoming him 
so warmly and stated that 
he had enjoyed his 
experiences. 

President Ron has replied 
and expressed the hope that 
Sze may find time in the 
future to return to as an 
active member of Rotary. 
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St Peters Junior School 
PP Keith said he had received 
a letter from Robert Opira of St 
Peters Junior School in North 
Uganda. Work on classrooms, 
funded by our club, had been 
completed and the school was 
opening for classes this week. 

 He wrote: “The work on 
classrooms is now complete 
and I will send you the latest 
pictures with children using 
the classes and furniture. The 
school is opening tomorrow 
2nd Feb 2015 and I will take the 
pictures with children 
tomorrow and send you. 
There are a lot of good things 
that happen here and I will 
get time and write to you a 
long e-mail about the new 
development.” 

Terry Davis 
Secretary Joy said Terry 
Davis had agreed to come 
to talk to the club. The talk 
would have an Anzac Theme 
and give information 
regarding Anzac Parra-
Amble to be held on 24th 
May. 

Rotary Golf Day 
PP Keith said we had 
received from Rotary Health 
details of the annual Charity 
Golf Day at Riverside Oaks 
Golf Club. 

The Food 
Phil Brophy brought up the 
subject of food quality. The 
consensus was that it really 
was not too bad. There had 
been “a new chef” but the 
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President Ron said Geoff, who had been a Member of 
Parliament since 2011 had put himself in good standing 
with the community. “He stands out from the general run of 
politicians and I think that comes across,” Ron said.  

Geoff Lee replied that it was “a real honour and privilege” 
to become a member of Rotary. Hew said he had been a 
member of Rotary before, in 1999 when he was running a 
garden centre in Hassall Street, Parramatta. But he 
undertook post-graduate studies, requiring him to work by 
day and study by night, which made it too difficult to 
continue with Rotary. He said Rotary was “a fantastic 
organisation” and did “a great job”, and he noted the 
decades of serviced from the likes of John Surian, Ray 
Reed and Keith Henning. It was hard to fit everything in 
with his busy schedule as a politician but he would do his 
best to get to meetings. 

Geoff said that of Parramatta, it was now the time to be in 
business there. In 1991, he had bought a block of land in 
Parramatta and started a business that was to run for 10 
years. Parramatta had grown “in numbers” but had lagged 
in other areas. It had a central position in the Sydney 
metropolitan area but every day 200,000 people went to 
work in the City. That created problems all of its own. No 
amount of investment in infrastructure would get rid of the 
congestion that produced. 

But in the next six years, Geoff said, Parramatta would 
receive “an enormous amount of money”. The biggest 
investment would be a billion dollars into a light rail 
infrastructure. It would give people in outlying areas a quick 
and easy trip into Parramatta. 

Induction of 
Geoff Lee 

Right: President Ron Edgar inducts 
Geoff Lee as a Rotarian.  
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 Another huge investment 
would be into Westmead 
Hospital. “We are going to 
spent a billion dollars on it,” 
he said. The number of 
people employed there 
would rise in the next 10 
years from 16,000 to 25,000. 

Geoff said there would be a 
huge development of 
Camellia, with the 
construction of 30,000 
homes and infrastructure 
such as another bridge over 
the Duck River. It would 
become a new state 
electorate. 

The Parramatta Heritage 
Precinct would be developed 
to make much better use of 
the potential of historic sites 
such as the Female Factory 
and Parramatta Gaol. About 
$100 million would be spent 
on the restoration of old 
buildings. There would be 
4,000 more homes and 2,000 
more jobs. Parramatta had a 
huge collection of historic 
buildings which could be 
expected of a place which 
was “the birthplace of the 
nation”. It had the three 
oldest buildings in the 
country. But many of these 
sites were unknown to the 
general public. They should 
be opened up to the public. 
There could be a million 
people a year come through 
to look at them. Parramatta 
could have a powerhouse 
museum and arts and culture 
centre. 

Geoff said there were other 
areas that could be 
developed. Telopea would 
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have to be rebuilt. 
Carlingford, presently “a 
basket case”, would get 
another 5,000 to 7,000 
homes. There were a number 
of ideas that could be taken 
up, such as a railway station 
below Carlingford Court. 

DG Barry said that in the 
1960s and 1970s service 
clubs had been orientated to 
capital works such a 
provision of parks because 
government did not have the 
money to fund such small 
infrastructure projects. Now 
that governments did have 
money, service clubs were 
asked to invest more in 
human capital. But it was 
hard for Rotary to grow its 
membership. “When you talk 
about historical 
development, are you going 
to make allowance for 
service clubs to be part of 
it?” he asked. “Volunteer 
level organisations are 
reducing unless the 
government wants to fund 
those things we are doing we 
are going to have a problem 
in not having a big enough 
volunteer force to do those 
things.” 

Geoff replied that there was 
a big role for service 
organisations. “Government 
cannot do it alone,” he said. 
It needed help, whether from 
service clubs or faith-based 
organisations. In the 
development of new sites the 
government would be 
looking for expressions of 
interest of such organisations 
to be involved. 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
9 February   Terry Davis 
from Rotary Health to speak 
about the Anzac ParraAmble  

16 February  Moya Maffey 
from the Northcott Society will 
be our guest speaker  
 
17 February  Board Meeting  
 
21 February  Pre PETS 2 – 
President Elect Malcolm 
to.attend. 

23 February  Kelly 
McJannett, Director, Food 
Ladder will be our guest 
speaker. 
  
22 March  BBQ catering 
for Triathalon Pink, Parramatta 

 


