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Rotary Club of Parramatta City, District 9675
www.parramattacityrotary.org.au
Meeting 06/2015, 23rd February

President Elect Malcom
Malcolm was in the chair for the meeting due to President
Ron’s absence, and used the occasion to hone his skills
ready for taking over the Presidency in July.

Our Toast
Bob Rosengreen proposed a toast to The Rotary Club of
Evanston, Chicago, where Rotary started 110 years ago. It
was a fitting tribute, made all the sweeter by a chocolate
cake provided by Natalie Cowell.

Our Guests

The Rotary Four-Way Test
The Four-Way Test challenges
Rotarians, in everything they do, to ask
themselves:
Of the things we say or do:
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Is it the TRUTH?

Is it FAIR to all concerned?

Will it build GOODWILL and
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all
concerned?

The club welcomed again Kaheba Honda, originally from the
Congo, a nurse by profession who is in the field of helping
people with disabilities.
Also making a return visit was Eric Encarnacion, originally
from the Philippines, a “linker” helping people with
disabilities. Eric studied Health Sciences at the University of
Sydney and specialised in working with people with
disabilities. Upon graduation, he worked in workers’
compensation and found himself drawn to the area where
people had strengths which they had the potential to exploit
but did not have the means to do so. He is now with “Ability
Links”, which is under the auspices of Uniting Care. Eric
would like us to diarise that the telephone number for an
intake linker or to be put forward to a linker in your suburb is
(02) 8830 0768.
The club also welcomed Daniella Poschl, whose daughter
Natalie is an exchange student in Germany. Natalie, who lives
in Vechta, an hour’s drive from Bremen, has been on a skiing

2
3

Above: Barry and the torch
(temporarily unlit)

trip to Austria and apparently
enjoyed or suffered a steep
learning curve in that
particular sport. She knocks
off school at 1 pm each day
and has the rest of the day to
play, but on the reverse side
there is a 5.30 am rise each
morning and an 8 am start
for school.
Coming back for another visit
was pin-up boy Frederick
Andersen, still at Parramatta
High despite a change of
host parents (now John and
Daniella Poschl, of Concord
West) and who was obliged
to have multiple parties for
his 17th birthday party to
satisfy his many admirers.
Frederick has also been
travelling, having been to
Melbourne to see a fellow
exchange student. He has
also spent a week at
Shepparton staying with a
family whose child is an
exchange student in
Denmark. He has also fitted
in a trip to the Australian
Open. He has celebrated
Australia Day and has seen
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Sydney’s Gay Mardi Gras.

The End Polio Now
Torch
DG Barry showed us the End
Polio Now Torch that had
already been in several
countries, including India,
Pakistan, Afghanistan and
the Philippines and which in
his capacity as District
Governor he was taking that
day to visit Wollongong and
Kogarah, as well as attend a
meeting in Chatswood where
the Chinese community was
beginning a dragon race.
Barry said Rotary’s polio
campaign had begun 30
years ago and since then two
billion children had been
immunised, 10 million
children had been saved
from contracting the disease,
and given that one in five
who contracted the disease
died from it, two million lives
had been saved. “Because of
events 30 years ago, we
have declared 125 countries
polo-free,” he said.
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Left: Children outside new
classrooms.

St Peter’s School, Uganda
PP Keith said he had received a progress report from
Robert Opira, from St Peters School, near the town of Gula
in Uganda. The building had been completed and they had
taken in their first Grade Six.
Robert said in his letter to Keith: “We have lobbied from a
new partner called Literacy Earth Project in USA to build
and stock a library with text books. It will be a cost sharing
venture and the school needs to provide locally available
materials for construction, labour, and staffing in the library
while the partner will provide books, furniture and also
contribute something small to construction. The school
already has about 6,000 bricks ready. We are in the
process of finalizing the agreement. This is really a very
good development for us.
“This year I have decided to spend about 80% of my time
working in the school and I am already building my office in
the school. My presence will really help address most of
the gaps we have in administration. I want to work out for a
source of power so that I can operate computers, printers,
scanners, and photocopiers in the school. The reason am
doing this is to enable us prepare children for their final
examinations next year. I want them to really excel, and
make a difference.
(continued)
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“We have a challenge of
small school compound as
the school grows. I have
started a process of
extension of the school land
and a neighbour has sold us
a piece of land measuring
35x70 meters and I have
already paid half of the
amount and will
look forward to completing
the balance by end of this
year. Part of that land will be
a playing ground while the
other half will be used to
start a project for the school.
We need a small project that
will generate some money
for the school. We are
looking at poultry project
where eggs will be sold to
generate money and also
feed children in the school.
We are really thinking of a
small but profitable and
manageable project. I am
thinking of making a five
years strategic plan for the
school and once my office is
ready, I will be sitting to
work on it and I will share
the plan with everybody
before we can make a final
copy.”
Eric Encarnacion’s Work
Eric, asked to give an
account of himself, said he
was “ability linker”. The
NSW Government had
started an initiative to reach
out to people with
disabilities, who were
socially isolated but had
their own capacity to
contribute to society. The
way forward was to “link”
them with a facility or
organisation that could allow
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them to realise that
potential. Ability Links,
which is based in Marsden
Street, Parramatta, started
in 2013 with State
Government funding which
would last at least till 2018.
Eric said his service worked
alongside other agencies
and dealt with people aged
nine to 64. His approach to
clients was to do a lot of
listening, to find out from
them what they wanted to
achieve rather than
prescribe what was best for
them. “I like talking but I like
listening even better,” he
said. “I find it really
refreshing hearing what you
like to do. Then we work at
it. Sometimes a person with
a disability does not have
confidence. I will go to their
first meeting and then move
away when they get
confident. The second part
is changing community
perception. Everyone has a
right to do what they want”.
Eric said disability could
come in many forms. One
might be a single mother
escaping from a domestic
violence situation. Another
was a man who had a
disability but was relatively
“quite high functioning” – to
use the jargon – but who
had not had a holiday for 10
years. His mother was
making him go on a”
disability tour” but he told
Eric he was not sure
whether he could do his
itinerary. Now a tour guide
was going with him.

“Most of the time we won’t
ask what disability a person
has,” Eric said. “You look
and listen. We find we are
going to a lot of community
services and getting the
message out and going to
community clubs. Eric said:
“There is a lot of reform in
the service [to people with
disabilities] and a shift to
person-centred work with
ability links. It is a matter of
getting people accustomed
to choice and making
decisions for themselves.”

Dates for Diaries
26 February. Screening of the
Second Best Exotic Marigold
Hotel.
2 March. Club meeting.
Address by Rebecca Jaeger,
motivational speaker.
9 March. Club meeting. Guest
speaker will be Terry Davies,
from Australian Rotary Health.
22 March. Barbecue for the
Triathlon Pink event.
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