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Our Toast
Bob Rosengreen proposed a toast to the Rotary Club of
Kathmandu, capital of a country hit by a devastating
earthquake which had cost – at the time of writing – more
than 3,000 lives. Shelter boxes had been sent to the
affected areas but there was much to be done. “The
Rotary Club of Kathmandu needs our help,” Bob said.

The Anzac ParraAmble

The Rotary Four-Way Test
The Four-Way Test challenges
Rotarians, in everything they do, to ask
themselves:
Of the things we say or do:
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Is it the TRUTH?

Is it FAIR to all concerned?

Will it build GOODWILL and
BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
Will it be BENEFICIAL to all
concerned?

Terry Davies, event manager of ParraAmble, called for
volunteers for the event on 24 May. It involved for
participants a seven-kilometres walk around Parramatta in
which the participants had to answer 15 questions. It
northern boundary was the Cenotaph at Parramatta, the
eastern at the HMAS Parramatta memorial on the banks
of the Parramatta River, the southern at Parramatta High
School and the western at the historic dairy in Parramatta
Park. The event for this year had been given the “Anzac”
name with government approval.
Terry said volunteers were needed to man the check
points and assist in registrations. Anyone with computer
skills was particularly welcome to help with the
registrations. Volunteers would turn up at 8 am, the
participants in the next hour and the event would start at
9.30. People would be coming in at 1.30 pm, the winners
would be announced at 2 pm and the event would be over
by 2.30 pm.

PhD Night
Right: Honda

PP Keith reminded the club of the PhD night at Oatlands
Golf Club on 25 May. At 6.30 for 7 pm at $60 a head s.
There would be three speakers. Among those coming would
be an indigenous scholar from Blacktown, who had been
funded by Mark Hancock. DG Barry said that the
Wollongong Rotary Club had taken a leaf out of our book
and was having a PhD night as well.

Kids in need
DG Barry reminded us about a NSW Kids in Need appeal on
29 May There was need for volunteers to attend to assist in
fundraising activities.

The Blood Drive
DG Barry also reminded us about the Red Cross Blood
Drive, when all who could give blood should give blood.

Kathleen’s Scientific Wonderland
Members of our board have agreed that it would be
appropriate to donate $1,000 to fund Kathleen’s trip to the
International Youth Science Forum. The board members at
its meeting on Tuesday observed how passionate Kathleen
had been the week before in her account of her visit to the
National Youth Science Forum in July/August this year.
President Ron has summed up our response: “I’m always
so impressed with the students that we have contact with,
especially the PhD students. Kathleen is still at high school
but is quite charismatic, enthusiastic about science in
general and will be a great ambassador for us, her family
and her school. This country has amazing talent to offer the
world despite a government mindset that doesn’t value it.
We should do our bit for the future by continuing to support
young people in the sciences, like Kathleen.” Kathleen
needs another $9,000 to attend the international event but
our contribution will help.
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Medical Care in Talibanland
Left: Christian hospital in northwestern Pakistan

Michael Moffatt, 75, retired electrical engineer, parishioner of
St Philips Anglican Church, Eastwood, and for 10 years an
expert volunteer assisting a Christian hospital in north-western
Pakistan, was introduced by PE Malcolm Brown. Michael,
who in his working life participated in the construction and
maintenance of such giants as the Wallerawang and Liddell
power stations, said that three years after his retirement in
1960, he became restless and looked for something useful to
do. He came across Interserve, A Christian organisation
dedicated to the support, service and construction of facilities
for people in Asia and the Middle East. Interserve dispatched
him to Tunk, in Pakistan’s wild north-west, where Shia and
Sunni Muslims have long been in bloody conflict and the
Taliban comes to town from time to time to create mischief,
disrupt the government and recruit students from local
schools. The Tunk hospital where Michael was assigned to
lend his business experience, was surrounded by a ninemetre wall and guard towers.
Michael went there for the first time in 2004 and stayed for
three months. He has been back every year since but in later
years his visits have been six or seven weeks and now, with
the advance of age, he has decided the field should be left for
younger people. Michael well knows the turbulent history of
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Pakistan, born in bloodshed and ruled by military dictators till
very recently. In 2013 Pakistan experience its first transfer of
one elected government to another. But there are uncertain
times ahead, with 188 million people packed into an area
about the size of New South Wales, and Michael fears for the
future of a country where the median age is 22 – compared
with 37 for Australia – and more than 35 percent of the
population is under the age of 15. “You can imagine what will
happen in a few years when those young people start
reproducing,” he said. There was much to do in education, in
a part of the world where 40 percent of women could not read
or write.
Right: Surgeons in the hospital

Michael was in a country where 97 percent of the population
was Muslim, 1.5 percent Christian and 1.5 percent Hindu.
Religious extremism was so great that during Ramadan some
people refused to swallow their spit because that constituted
work. But whatever their faith, the people believed in the
hospital, where Christians held senior positions and was run
on Christian lines. There were about 100 people on staff,
mainly Pakistani, and there were eight doctors hailing from all
over the world, including America, Germany, the Netherlands
and Scandinavia. The hospital served everyone, including the
Taliban, handling 20,000 people a year as outpatients and
doing more than 1,000 surgeries a year. Some of the diseases
being treated were absent from Australia, like rabies, dengue
fever and polio. The most common complaints were diabetes,
burns and snakebite. The most common surgeries were
performed on women who preferred to have their babies at
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Left: Women in Pakistan with
colorful attire.

home and got into trouble during the birth. And there was
treatment for gunshot wounds.
Michael’s job was to sort out the rather chaotic accounting
system at the hospital and put it on proper lines. He rarely got
so see the countryside. He spent most of his time in the
hospital and when he went out he was obliged to have an
armed guard. The area was poor. Children had few
educational opportunities. One father said he was keeping his
son at home because the Taliban went to schools offering
children the equivalent of $250 to join, a huge amount in
Pakistani terms and a great inducement to become an
extremist.
Michael said support for the blood for transfusions, the local
mosques broadcast appeals for donors and they came in.
Ulla, a female German doctor had worked for 20 years at the
hospital and had received the President’s Prize for Personal
Performance, one of the highest awards in Pakistan. One of
the other recipients was John Kerry, the then US Secretary of
State. The fact that Ulla was a woman, non-Muslim and a
foreigner made it all the more remarkable. When she died,
prematurely, at the age of 60, there was a huge turnout of
mourners at her funeral and the event virtually brought the
town to a stop. When a long-serving Pakistani driver at the
hospital was shot dead in an apparent honour killing, money
was collected for the education of his children, who had all
turned out well.
President Ron thanked Michael for his excellent address.
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Dates for Diaries
2 May District Assembly for
all incoming board members.
The venue has been changed
to the Rooty Hill RSL Club,
55 Sherbooke Street, Rooty
Hill. It is an 8.30 am start. All
member
of
our
club’s
incoming board are urged to
attend.

The Wreath
A wreath in the name of the Rotary Club of Parramatta City
was laid at the Parramatta Cenotaph on Anzac Day.

4 May PhD scholars evening
at Oatlands Golf Club,
6.30pm for 7pm.
15 May Closing date for
contributions to the ANZAC
project of the Combined
Rotary Clubs of Parramatta.
25 May Police Officers of the
Year Award.
1 June Kaheba Clement
Honda,
mental
health
professional and prospective
member, will speak about life
and conditions in the Congo.
8
June
Kylie
Warry,
communications specialist, a
speaker, author and trainer
will address the club. She is
the author of a book, The
Enlightened Communicator –
Avoid
the
Common
Communication Traps for
Betty Connection at Work
and Personally.

Above: Bob Rosengreen, Lisa Surian and John Surian at the
wreath-laying

Police Officer of the Year
The Police Officer of the Year Award would be on 25 May.
Bob Rosengreen said it was an event that should be
publicised and said that our publicity for last year’s event was
lacking.

28 June. District 9675
Changeover
Luncheon,
Campbelltown.
29 June. Our Changeover
evening to welcome Malcolm
as Club President
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