Rotary Club of Parramatta City, District 9675
www.parramattacityrotary.org.au
Meeting 26, 21st September 2015

Rotary Club Parramatta City Meeting
International Toast - Rotary Club of Pretoria (South Africa) and
“the Gods of Rugby”
Pretoria club was the third Rotary club in SA, after Johannesburg & Durban. It was
inaugurated in 1925 (90 years ago).
The Rotary Four
Way Test

Nelson Mandela (prisoner No.46664) who was imprisoned for 23 years, used the
Rugby World Cup 1995 after becoming President to start the unification process for
the country.

The Four-Way Test
challenges Rotarians,
in everything they do,
to ask of themselves:

Ofcourse they won but the start of 2015 was a shock when they were beaten by
Japan in their first game. “The Gods of Rugby” are fickle.

Of the things we say
or do:

Keith Henning reported that he had received an email from Kaheba Honda bringing
us up to date on what he has been doing in Africa.

1 Is it the TRUTH?
2 Is it FAIR to all
concerned?
3 Will it build
GOODWILL and
BETTER
FRIENDSHIPS?
4 Will it be
BENEFICIAL
to all concerned?

The text of that email can be read later in this Bulletin. Also, that he had received
updated information and requests regarding Graffiti Removal Day and that he was
calling for Volunteers to hand out ‘flyers’ at Parramatta Railway Station on 22nd
September and 1 October - 6:30am - 8:00am.
Keith has also had news from RC Magyayay in the Phillipines.
President Malcolm Brown and John Stamboulie immediately thrust their hands
skyward! The evidence is on page 7.
President Malcolm reported his attendance at meeting at District on past weekend.
Main issue to report on Polio eradication campaign.

Kaheba Honda

Kaheba Honda has emailed Keith from Africa: “Dear Keith,
Thank you for checking on me, yes i’m doing
Well and the family back in sydney as well.
I will visit Action for community development
projects in Uganda and Congo from 29th of
August to 8th September 15, and be back to
liberia for another 2-3 weeks.
Pass my regards to the club members, I was
told that there is a Rotary club in monrovia and
do meet every Wednesday evening.
Looking forward to hearing from you.
Regards,
Kaheba”

From The Phillipines: “Dear Keith,
As our club’s commitment to PWD ( persons
with disabilities) this morning their yearly Mini
Olympics was held @ the Quezon City Memorial
Circle which was attended by 120 PWD with their
respective and very supportive parents. It was a
very successful event.
Thr RC Ramon Magsaysay, the lead club that
supported this event was able to distribute
foods,and school supplies but the officers
requested us some clothings and foot wears.
We will try to solicit from other clubs for any
support and contributions they can give.
We look forward for your arrival 2 wks from now
with Pres. Malcolm.
Yours In Rotary Service,
Pp Mina”
Keith and Malcolm will be going to The Phillipines
in October to celebrate the club change-over with
them.
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Presidential Address

Dear Colleagues,
I am fresh from the District 9675 Presidents’ Conference on Friday and pass on what intelligence I have
gained.
We are reminded of the District Conference at
Nelson Bay on March 4-6 next year. We are also
reminded of the Rotary International Convention
at Seoul from May 28 till June 12 next year. For the

Paul Reid, chairman of the Rotary Foundation, distrib-

convention, our own PDG Barry is the link man for

uted a series of kits whereby individual Rotarians can

anyone wishing to go.

put $2 into a tube, to the total of $100. It is a gimmick
to help raise money. There were 17 clubs in the dis-

Richard Booth, ADG for the Macarthur area, says

trict, he said, that had contributed less than $1,000 to

the Rotary Foundation has $83,000 worth of appli-

the foundation. I have the kits here today to distribute

cations of funding, which is more than in the kitty,

to members. People who give $100 to the foundation

which has not always been the case. The foundation

will be recorded as “centurions”. But if people could

is now having to do some culling, such as telling

see fit to contribute only $20 to the foundation, it was

some clubs that have put in applications for more

better than nothing. In the past, Paul said, the foun-

than one project that they will have to settle for only

dation had not made a record of who were centuri-

one lot of funding.

ons, and was seeking to rectify this.

DG Graham Wilson informs us that we are getting

On the question of membership, DG Graham said

all that much closer to the total eradication of polio.

membership was vital and he wanted to personally

There are now only 39 cases reported worldwide for

ring every new member and invite them to Rotary.

the disease.
Dick White, who is District Chairman of Probus, gave
Graham quoted some facts and figures and from

us a spiel about his organisation, which has 11,000

what I can make of what he said, the foundation

members in the district. Probus was a creation of Ro-

contributed $20,000 to the campaign, which with

tary and only Rotary could found a Probus club. It was

the contributions of Bill and Melinda Gates equates

an organisation designed to ease the isolation and

to $US90,000, and that in turn equates to 150,000

loneliness of old age. Narrellan had formed three Pro-

vaccinations.

bus clubs in the last year. There was room for six more
Probus clubs in the distrct. The Probus office, which
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A number of Rotary clubs throughout Australia have

was situated in Parramatta, had received a large num-

put together a global grant through ROMAC. Our

ber of inquiries about Probus in certain areas. Black-

district has contributed $5,000, which equates to

town and Liverpool Rotary Clubs were in the process

$US10,000. I must confess I am not entirely up on

of forming Probus clubs. Probus would be 40 years

what all this means but PP Keith is on hand to help

old next year and it would be great to celebrate the

me with it.

anniversary by forming new Probus clubs.

Rotary Club of Parramatta City, District 9675 | www.parramattacityrotary.org.au | Meeting 26/2015

Maria Moran, ROMAC chair for Distrct 9685, said there was a need for volunteers to help
some children who had been admitted to the Sydney Children’s Hospital at Randwick. There
had been three disadvantaged children admitted now, more than usual, and anyone who
could provide some relief by taking a child out for a day would be welcome.
ROMAC was to have had a fundraising night at Kirribilli House. Now that there had been a
change in prime ministership there was some doubt whether it would go ahead but she had
applied to the office of Malcolm Turnbull to continue her arrangement.
Jay Thoroughgood, of the Rotary Club of Darling Harbour, called for volunteers to help with a
graffiti removal day on Sunday, October 18, but our club is having a barbeque that day and I
do not think we would be available.
On other matters, I am hoping to induct Gregg Kearns today. Gregg has had work pressures
and an abscessed tooth, and informs me that his absences of the last few weeks were no in
response to our muted response to our Republican speaker, Peter Consandine. I might add
that both Peter and Gregg might be encouraged by the elevation of Malcolm Turnbull to the
prime ministership.
On speakers, I find the present system is not satisfactory. We must follow up on each speaker
nearer the time of speaking because sometimes we book well in advance. I attended the Walk
With Me event in Parramatta last Tuesday, in company with Ben Jackson and, I am told, PP
Keith and John Surian, and others whose presence I might not have noted. It was a successful
event as far as I could see. I met the Lord Mayor, Scott Lloyd, and asked him to come to our
club as a guest. We have some other speakers who have made contact with John Stamboulie
and we might possibly get the local Salvation Arm officer here to speak and become a member.
Our thanks to Natalie Cowell for her diligent work in organisation thee Pride of Workmanship
Awards.
On the concert issue, I am keeping in touch with Simon Wilkins, who is in touch with the King’s
School with a view to getting more favourable terms for using their hall. We are engaging Lantern Clubs and Probus clubs to get members to attend. He says there are retirement villages
and nursing homes could be approached and that once we get agreement the concert is on
we start vigorously promoting it from January.
With regards to the visit to Ramon Magsaysay Keith and I will be leaving on October 1, hoping
that by then the Customs dispute at the airports have been settled. I might have to write a
letter to the club which I understand I would have to take with me, but I await Keith’s advice on
this.
Malcom Brown
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Guest Speaker

Introduction - Eric Stanley
Today it gives me great pleasure to introduce our
guest speaker. Eric Stanley. The author of Be Happy
Be Rich - 9 Keys to a Happier and Richer Life.
During his working life he has had a very varied
career having worked for the public service and
private enterprise. He’s been both employed and
self-employed.
Eric’s interest in the principles of success, self-help
and motivation began in the late 1960’s when he
was in the top four percent of life insurance agents
with the AMP Society. This led him to being involved in seminars devoted to the essential principles of success.
Eric’s writing career began in the early 1980’s when
he was a columnist and a feature writer for the periodical magazine of the Life Underwriters Association of Australia.
He holds both a Bachelor of Business degree and a
graduate certificate in Adult Education. His varied background and teaching qualifications have
equipped him to develop his book with a simple
and powerful message: how people can use the
concept of happiness in a co-ordinated and logical
way to obtain the riches that they deserve.
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Guest Speaker

Eric Stanley - motivational speaker
Susan Zhang - in Australia since ‘Tian Min
Square’
Points that Eric made in his presentation were: Tip 1 - ‘Plan for tomorrow’
• Have a dream!
• Have a purpose!
• This capacity is the main difference between
people and animals.
• Always look for the depth of meaning
• Do you have Motivation?
• Some people don’t believe that they have
enough money. Eric told the story of the ‘little
old man’ in Kentucky USA who on receiving his
first pension cheque became down hearted
that he would not have enough to survive on.
He thought and thought then remembered his
mum’s cooking and her recipe for fried chicken!
that was ‘Colonel Sanders’! Went into business
with a guy named Pete Harman and developed
KFC.
• George Elliott observed that it is ‘never too late
to be what you ought have been.’
• Plan your life for yourself not others.
• Eric then read a poem - The Dash by Linda Ellis
- about what you do between birth and death
19xx - 20xx - the ‘dash’ between dates in your
obituary.

Tip 3 - ‘The Power of Thought’
•

John de Mantini tells us ‘what you think about,
you bring about’ and that ‘any thought that lasts
longer then 16 ecs, becomes energised.’

•

Story - The Tacoma Narrow’s Bridge, Washington
USA was an engineering feat to span 8.3km, collapsed after 4 months. Harmonics set up by wind
matched that of natural cadence of the bridge
causing amplification of vibration

•

Napoleon Hill - ‘man alone can make dreams
come true’

•

Nagamandra - Indian guru - ‘nothing can take
happiness from you’.

•

Eric finished by marketing his book ‘Be Happy,
Be Rich’ and referring us to some thoughts from
another book that has been inspirational to him.

Tip 2 - ‘Manage your money wisely!’
• What you earn isn’t as important as what you do
witih it
• Don’t get out of your depth
• Don’t get ahead of yourself
• Savings = Security
• Story - Chinese man Xia Wang Lee born in
Guandong province, left school at 15 to work in
factory, at 22 left to start own factoryto become
largest producers of plastics in Asia. Now owns
Vodaphone telecommunications.
• In the past our Grandparents put money aside
from each pay packet so that they had money
available when it was needed.
• Borrowing for consumables creates ‘bad debt’
as it is not an investment.
• Not paying off your credit card is like ‘digging
a hole’ - cut ‘em up! use a DEBIT Card! Pay
Cash! - pay off the highest interest rate card first
a smallest amount?
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‘PLAYING THE ENEMY’ - JOHN CONLON
Animals live for the moment but some people postpone their happiness.
We have 2 choices - be happy to let riches flow in or
work until you have everything that you want and wait
for happiness.
Malcolm observed that the ‘world is full of broken
dreams’ and that ‘if at first you don’t succeed, try
again!’. John Surian remarked that happiness is a
choice that we make. In balance life is happy if you
have a happy attitude. John gave an example of how
tension can turn to happiness through the satisfaction
of acheiving positive outcomes even when reprimanding employees.
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Dates for Diaries
October 9. Hat Day to raise awareness
for mental health research.

Dolly Parton was mentioned as having a philisophical
view on happiness but I didn’t record what that was!
Bob Rosengreen shared poem with us with the
message that ‘if you think you will lose, you will’ and
then gave a vote of thanks to Eric for his inspirational

October 11. Bunnings barbecue
October 18. ‘Triathalon Pink’ barbecue
November 2. Pride of Workmanship
Awards at Oatlands Golf Club

talk.
November 28. District presidents meeting
Introduction of Greg Kearns - Mental Health Services

at Liverpool Catholic Club

Greg then gave an introduction to himself and thanks.

Keith,
Malcom
and John ‘We were at
Parramatta
Station
handing out
flyers about
Graffiti Day
along with
some police
officers who
were helping
out unexpectedly’.
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