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This week was the 18th anniversary of the terrorist attacks in USA on Sep-

tember 11th 2001.  

In 2002 Rotary commenced its Peace Scholar program. Currently each 

year Rotary awards up to 100 fully funded fellowships for dedicated lead-

ers from around the world to study at one of  Rotary’s Peace Centres. 

Through academic training, practice, and global networking opportunities, 
the Rotary Peace Centers program develops the fellows into experienced 
and effective catalysts for peace. The fellowships cover tuition and fees, 
room and board, round-trip transportation, and all internship and field-
study expenses. 

There are seven Universities throughout the world where the Masters in 

Peace and Conflict Resolution can be obtained, University of Queensland 

is one. 

In just over a decade, the Rotary Peace Centers have trained more than 

1,200 fellows. Many of them now serve as leaders at international organi-

zations or have started their own foundations. 

These graduates are now placed in over 100 countries and these numbers 

will continue to growth with the aim to bring peace.  

I am reminded of a saying “We who work for peace must not falter. We 

must continue to pray for peace and to act for peace in whatever way we 

can, we must continue to speak for peace and to live the way of peace; to 

inspire others, we must continue to think of peace and to know that peace 

is possible.” 

 Peace Pilgrim  

 

 

President Barry Antees   
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Colin Hamilton Gray, charter member of our club, Paul Harris Fellow and president 
in 1989/90, was recognised at his funeral at the Leigh Memorial Church in Parra-
matta this week as the dedicated Christian and philanthropist he had always been, 
exemplifying though his 83 years the Rotary motto of Service Above Self. 

  Colin, whose farewell was overseen by the minister at Leigh and CEO of Parramatta 
Mission, the Rev Keith Hamilton, had been a Parramatta man through and through. 
His ancestor, Joseph Gray, had come to Parramatta in 1821 and had become a boot-
maker and respectable citizen. 

Colin, the youngest of six children of an Arnotts factory worker, John Gray, and Ivy, 
homemaker and seamstress, was born in Parramatta on 2nd January 1936. Though 
travelling widely in Australia and overseas through his life, he never had any other 
base but Parramatta. Fatherless from the age of five when John was killed in a car 
accident, Col completed his schooling, playing cricket and Rugby. In Rugby, as a 
schoolboy, he turned out for Parramatta and Western Sydney. And he became a life-
long supporter of the Parramatta Eels. 

  Colin left school at 14 and at 15 became an assistant, then manager, of a Parramatta 
fruit shop. He also attended Leigh Memorial Church, and it was there that he mar-
ried a schoolteacher, Faye Gillett, in 1960. He also joined the Christian outreach, 
becoming involved in the Parramatta Mission and numerous charities. He became a 
member of the Northcott Society and supported the Children’s Hospital, Westmead 
and Vision Australia. Through his life Colin was, in the words of daughter Elizabeth 

de Reland, “full of charity, endeavour and benevolence”. That included visiting the sick and injured, in emergency wards, 
in children’s hospitals and psychiatric hospitals, and in doing so “still found something positive, solid and refreshing”. 

  Col and Faye had two children, Elizabeth and Ian. In 1968, Colin started his own company, Cumberland Cleaning Ser-
vices, which he ran successfully for the next 40 years. He was blessed with four grandchildren, Rebecca, Callum, Emma 
and Charlotte. Everyone was inspired by his personality and he was universally regarded with affection and respect. “He 
really loved life,” Elizabeth said.  

Colin, who was widowed in 2001, had heart valve surgery in 2016 and was then invited to speak to the manufacturers of 
the valve to tell them how it worked. He continued to live in his home in Bettington Road, Oatlands, his home of 59 years 
and saw all his grandchildren 21. He also saw daughter Elizabeth get her PhD in December last year. 

Eventually, time and age claimed him, and in June this year he moved into an aged care facility in Oatlands, where his 
warm and engaging personality continued to attract people. He died on 5th September. The Leigh Memorial Church for 
the celebration of his life was packed………..by Malcolm Brown 

Colin as President with 

Faye 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Fellowship Award - non-sworn staff 

Clerk Judith CASS 

Clerk Elsa PINTO 

Clerk Juliette STOFMEEL 

Police Officer of the Year 

Senior Constable Christopher BAYAD 

Constable Emir BEGANOVIC 

Senior Constable Rebecca MONIN 

Leading Senior Constable Ronald PORTES 

Constable Jeremy WALSH 

 

So hurry with your bookings. 

              MEMBER PROFILE-LAURENCE WILSON 

Growing 
up in New 
Zealand I 
learnt very 
quickly 
how to 
solve 
problems 
and fix 
things my-
self... we 
have a 
saying 

"nothing can't be fixed with a piece of number 8 
fencing wire"... I learnt my skills working in the the-
atre as a back stage hand, but the lure of money 
saw me start life off as a bank teller...Later I was 
attracted to the electrical industry and then to the 
fast growing electronics industry, where I stayed 
for 22 years, initially in internal sales, external and 

then sales management...  Transferred to Sydney in 
1996 as State Manager for  
 
a small family company based in SA.. I went on to 
work for a multi national component supplier spe-
cialising in Contract Manufacturing.. but as most 
things started to be manufactured offshore busi-
ness dwindled.. so I changed to the pump industry 
in a managerial role... but 5 years later I had 
enough of the corporate world and bought the Par-
ramatta franchise area within Hire A Hubby. 
I sold that after 6 successful years and have now 
gone full circle back to electronics, selling for a 
Melbourne based steel enclosure manufacturer... 
My family is the most important thing to me, I have 
been married to Denise for 33 years and we have a 
15 year old daughter Hannah, the house is com-
pleted by two dogs, Jack and Bella.. 
For the past 5 years I have been a Scout Leader at 
1st North Rocks Scout Troop..my interests extend 

to the outdoors 
and Rugby, Rugby 
and did I mention 
Rugby.... 
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We can announce for this year the finalist  

Investigator of the Year 

Constable Lochlan FISHER 

Detective Senior Constable Kristie MCGEE 

Detective Sergeant Kaan MCGREGOR 

Community Award 

Senior Constable Christopher BAYAD 

Sergeant Jeffrey LUDKIN 

Constable Trevor NGAI 

Customer Service Award 

Senior Constable Irena ALAVANJA 

Detective Lainie SHIPWAY 

Probationary Constable Deepu STEPHEN 

Fellowship Award - sworn staff 

Sergeant Alison BEECHE 

Constable Matthew DUCKETT 



 

 

Our Toast 

 

In the absence of PP Phil Brophy, President Barry proposed a toast to the Rotary 
Club of Ramon Magsaysay, in Metro Manila, our sister club which has benefited 
from credits we have them to allow them to create new Paul Harris Fellows or up-
grading existing fellowships for 13 of their past presidents. 

 

The Paul Harris Fellows 

 PP Keith Henning said their changeover night was Friday last week. The president 
and secretary had kept the prospective recognisations to themselves so it was a sur-
prise to the recipients. PPs Jouie and Diwata Gabat, Rosie Oliveros, Rey Melchior, 
Mina and Philip Bonita and Soledad Tugano had written expressing their delight.  
Rosie said: “We were amazed really for the surprise gifts. District Governor Lisa 
Forde, the visiting governors and Rotarians of the district were so happy for our 
club, let me thank also Pres. Barry and your club for these memorable gifts to the 
club. Thank you from the bottom of our hears. God bless.” 

 

Coming Events 

 

President Barry mentioned the Shelter Box night. He had more kits available to distribute to friends invited by Rotarians 
for the night., He himself was inviting a group of friends to a Mexican restaurant in Terrigal.  

He mentioned the coming Police Officer of the Year Awards and the Blood Drive on 1st October. 

 Keith Henning said 17 tickets had been sold in the mega raffle. He would not count a ticket as sold till he had the docket 
and the money. There were a lot more tickets to sell. 

 

Canine Numeracy 

 

  Greg Twelftree, of Minlaton on the Yorke Peninsula, South Australia, recounts the story of Smith, a working dog given to 
him in the early 1960s by a farmer, Jim Smith.  

Smith, named after the farmer, turned out to be a faithful, hard-working dog who came to more general attention when 
Greg and his father, with the help of a local stock agent, were yarding cross-bred lambs to send to market. “We ran the 
loading ramp into the truck,” Greg said. “We realised six more lambs could be fitted in to complete the load.  Greg’s father 
called out: “Smith, we need six more.” Smith immediately ran down, cut six lambs from the mob and ran them up the 
ramp. The stock agent, dumbfounded, said: “Good Lord, can that dog count?” To which Twelftree Sn said: “He’s all right 
till he gets to ten. After that, he makes a hell of a mess of it!” 

 



 

 

Guest Speakers-23rd September 2019 from the Smith Family 

Fiona Coluccio-G e n e r a l M a n a g e r , N e w S o u t h W a l e s a n d t h e A C T 

 

Fiona Coluccio is a leader who brings 25 years’ experience across a wide range of areas including service design, implementation and using 

data to monitor and evaluate the success of service and operational implementation.  

Fiona has lead significant change in the disability sector including the introduction of, and transition to the National Disability Insurance 

Scheme. She has ably lead large dispersed teams through significant change and implemented many approaches 

including the use data to strategically manage and prioritise work load, balancing targets and quality, ensuring 

quality service delivery is maintained and managing risk, all of which are aligned to the journey of The Smith 

Family. 

Over the past 4 years, Fiona has held the position of General Manager Community Support Services with 

Disability Services Australia. Prior to this Fiona was an Operations Manager with Uniting Care Disability 

NSW/ACT. In both of these roles, she was responsible for operational change management to meet industry 

shifts, quality service implementation and provision to individuals with highly complex needs. 

 

 

Joy Nel -NSW State Office Manager 

Born and bred in South Africa. Migrated to Australia in 2013. 

I spent 22yrs in the corporate world in Finance, Sales and Events. The following 23yrs have been in the not for 
profit sector. 

15yrs as a missionary with a Humanitarian organisation feeding 500,000 children every school day in war-torn 
countries on the continent of Africa. 

I then moved to fundraising for an environmental organisation for the conservation of threatened wildlife species and ecosystems in south-
ern Africa for 2yrs before migrating to Australia. 

On arrival in Australia, I volunteered for 9mths with The Smith Family and was then offered a full-time permanent position as the NSW 
State Office Manager in Parramatta 5yrs ago. 
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BLOOD DONATION DRIVE  

After a successful day last Saturday we 
are off and running on our blood 
drive. The next is  1st October 2019 
(Tuesday). The blood bank has re-
served 10 spots for us. Today we have 
3 seats taken, so ask within your fami-
ly or business to see who can join us.  

Contact Melissa D’Souza for an en-

rollment form at melissa-
dsouza@hotmail.com 

Every blood donor is a life saver 

People live when people give  

 any doubts/queries 

Melissa Dsouza 

WHO GIVES A CRAP 

Contact your purchasing manager and ask them to change their purchasing  of 

toilet paper  to this organisation. First of all, it's funny. Lots of room for toilet 

jokes, which we love. 

But really, they love toilet paper because for them, it's our way of making a dif-

ference. They started Who Gives A Crap when they learnt that 2.3 billion people 

across the world don't have access to a toilet. That's roughly 40% of the global 

population and means that around 289,000 children under five die every year 

from diarrhoeal diseases caused by poor water and sanitation. That's almost 

800 children per day, or one child every two minutes. 

They delivered there first product in March 2013 and have been thrilled to keep 

growing ever since. Not just because there toilet paper is gracing bathrooms 

across the country but also because they donate 50% of there profits to help 

build toilets and improve sanitation in the developing world. 
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Odds of 1 in 200 from tickets purchased in the $5,000 mega raffle 

Our Treasurer Keith has started distributing tickets to members at our meeting on 12th August, 

as well as giving an update on numbers sold to date –15 

This is our first mega raffle with a first prize of $5,000 cash, with three (3) consolation prizes of 

$100 each. 

With a limit number of tickets of 200 at $50.  The odds are attractive to win and have cash in 

bank just before Christmas when the winning ticket will be drawn on 9th December 2019 by our 

District Governor Dianne North. 

You can ask any of our members who will be carrying the tickets with them if you would like to 

buy this opportunity. Don’t worry about having no cash, as all tickets can be purchased using 

your debit or credit card. 

Funds raised will support many of the Charities and Rotary programs The Rotary Club of Parra-

matta City are fully behind. 

Can you imagine what you can do with $5,000 , but you will have to buy a ticket, to really start to 

imagine……..good luck. 

MEGA CASH RAFFLE 

 

  7 



 

 



 

 

We put families first.  
The commitment of our sup-
porters enables us to provide 
emergency shelter and tools for 
families robbed of their homes 
by conflict and natural disaster. 
 
We don’t believe that one size 
fits all. We work hard to under-
stand the impact of each emer-
gency and the need this creates 
within individual communities.  
 
The equipment we provide, 
whatever shape it takes, gives 
people the hope and the power 
to transform their own lives. 
We test and evaluate all of the 
aid we provide by talking to, and 
learning from, the families who 
use it. This fuels us to be inno-
vative and to continue evolving. 
 
“When I received a ShelterKit, it 
gave me the courage to start 
rebuilding my house because I 
knew I had the materials I 
needed for the roof.” 
 
Chief Sonjeka, from Mulanje, 

Malawi  

Host a dinner party for people who need light in their 
lives! 

We have set down for Saturday night 21st September  for mem-
bers and past members of the club to host a dinner and to have a 
night with friends to tell the story of ShelterBox and to reflect 

When disasters strike and power lines go down, families are left 
vulnerable, wrenched away from comfort and light. 

ShelterBox provides essential relief to people who have lost every-
thing. Every ShelterBox we send includes solar lights that can 
brighten lives in the darkest hour. 
 
It’s easy to help. We will make available a free Shine for Shel-
terBox fundraising kit and we’ll post one to you in time to plan 
your event.  Just advise Phil Brophy our International Director 

As you dine, you’ll be raising money to provide light and emergen-
cy shelter for families who need it most. 

You can make it a cosy supper at home with family and friends, or 
bring your neighbours together in a local venue. We’ve got all 
kinds of ideas for making your night special. 

The Shine for ShelterBox kit has everything you need to add a lit-

tle sparkle and stardust to the occasion, from beautiful recipes to 

invitations and table settings. 

Watch this short video Click Here 

 

https://www.shelterboxaustralia.org.au/aid/
https://www.shelterboxaustralia.org.au/fundraising-tips/
https://www.shelterbox.org/shine-recipes
https://youtu.be/0nzqCoe2Owg


 

 

 



 

 
 

12 21st September 
2019 

Shine for Shel-
terBox Night 

C To be held at individual mem-
bers residences or places of 
choice 

13 23rd September 
2019 

Club Meeting-
Novotel 

C  Guest Speaker: NSW & ACT 
General Manager, Fiona Coluccio 
Smith Family 

 23rd September Meet the RI Presi-
dent Mark Malo-
ney 

D The Deckhouse, Woolwich 

14 30th September Police Officer of 
the Year Awards 
Dinner 

C Novotel 

 1st October 2019 Blood Bank Do-
nors 

C 22 Oak Street Rosehill 

  1st October 2019 Steak Night C Crown Hotel, Church street, 
Parramatta 

  10th October 2019 Lift the Lid Hat 
Day 

C Novotel, Promotion all day-
assist Novotel staff 

16 14th October 2019 Club Meeting-
Novotel 

C DG Visit, Board Meeting to 
follow Club Meeting 

 14th October 2019 Girls from Philip-
pines 

D Merrylands RSL  

17 24th October 2019 World Polio Day 
Train Trip 

D Departs Parramatta 9 am 

  27th October 2019 Graffiti Removal 
Day 

C Various sites Parramatta 

 27th October 2019 Inspirational 
Womens Lunch 

C City Tatts Club 

18 28th October 2019 Club Meeting-
Novotel 

C   

19         
20 11th November 

2019 
Club Meeting-
Novotel 

C Meeting deferred to attend 
Foundation Dinner 

  11th November District Founda-
tion Diner 

D TBA 

21         

22 25th November 
2019 

Club Meeting-
Novotel 

C   

23 3rd December 
2019 

Blood Bank Do-
nors 

C 22 Oak Street, Rosehill 

  3rd December 
2019 

Steak Night C Crown Hotel Church Street 
Parramatta 

24 9th December 
2019 

Club Meeting-
Novotel 

C Board meeting to follow Club 
Meeting 

 9h December 
2019 

Draw winner Club 
Raffle 

 Drawn by DG Dianne 

25 16th December 
2019 

AGM & Christmas 
Lunch- Novotel 

C   

  16h December 
2019 

winner Club Raf-
fle 

C If permitted photo taken and 
presentation 



 

 

ROTARY  

WE CONNECT PEOPLE 

Rotary unites more than a million 
people 

Together, we see a world where 

people unite and take action to 

create lasting change – across the 

globe, in our communities, and in 

ourselves. 

WE TRANSFORM COMMUNI-
TIES 

We take action locally and globally 

Each day, our members pour their 

passion, integrity, and intelligence 

into completing projects that have 

a lasting impact. We persevere 

until we deliver real, lasting solu-

tions. 

 

 

 

Members Causes: W ell done K eith, raised over  $6,878  

Keith Henning: City 2 Surf: 

I continue to be inspired by the work of Australian Rotary Health and want to support them again 
by raising money to fund a further Indigenous Health Scholarship(s). You can assist by donating on 
https://city2surf2019.everydayhero.com/au/one-more-time 

Barry Antees: Larapinta Trek: Barry has raised just over $3,150 and still time to donate! 

Raising fund for ShelterBox by walking the Larapinta trek, Central Australia in August 2019. 

https://sba-larapinta-2019.everydayhero.com/au/barry-antees-shelterbox-larapinta-trek 

 

https://city2surf2019.everydayhero.com/au/one-more-time
https://sba-larapinta-2019.everydayhero.com/au/barry-antees-shelterbox-larapinta-trek

