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Well we are the half way mark and we are all ready for the Christmas Tree
Sales happening at Cherrybrook and Merrylands. The rosters are filling up
but make sure you are doing your fair share of the workload, as we need to
make this a success, these sales are our major fund raiser for the year.
As a club we have won a number of awards (see page 8), but it is always
pleasing when one of our members show excellence not only in their vocations, but also in areas of passion for them. At the recent NSW Netball
State Dinner celebrating 90 years of netball Joy Gillett was presented with
the inaugural Dot McHugh OAM Administration Award. Joy has been our
Club Secretary for many
years, as well as being on
District Boards so we are fully aware that Joy is the glue
that holds the club together.
So on behalf of the Club we
congratulate you Joy on being recognised by your peers.
I was able to join with the
Rotary Club of Parramatta on
a wine tasting weekend in the
Shoalhaven area over the previous weekend and we had a fabulous timebut as you are all aware what happens on tour stays on tour. These joint
social get together’s develop and strengthens our clubs so I would encourage this to happen more in 2020.
We will be holding two meetings in December with 9th December being
our normal club meeting and the following week will be our AGM and
Christmas lunch meeting. We will also be announcing the winner of the
raffle on the 9th December.

INSIDE THIS ISSUE
 Notes meeting…………..2-6
 Mega Raffle………………..7
 Calendar of events………8

Have a nice weekend to all.
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President Barry Antees

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
 Notes from meeting

11th November 2019
Our Toast
President Barry proposed a toast to the Rotary Club of Stockholm, this being the anniversary 9of the 1867 patent granted
to Stockholm-born Alfred Nobel, inventor of dynamite. Nobel registered 354 other patents and also invented gelignite.
Barry said it reminded us that Nobel’s inventions could be used for good and for evil.
Christmas Tree Sales
President Barry said preparations for the Christmas sales were proceeding and signs had now been erected advertising
the Woodville Road site which would operate from 13 TH-15TH December. The other sales would be at the usual place in
Cherrybrook. The operation at Cherrybrook would begin on Thursday, 5 th December and carry right through till Sunday22nd December.

(Woodville Road)

The RWCS Eastern Region Conference
PP Malcolm, who is RAWCS District Coordinator, has made a report on the Oberon quarterly conference held on 16 th-17th
November. The conference was held at the Oberon Services Club, hosted by Chris Finkel, from the Rotary Club of Forbes,
RAWCS chairman for District 9700. Welcome was from John McKenzie, District Governor.
The following reports were given:
The Caluya Medical Mission
Nelma Galas, a nurse and midwife, and member of the Rotary Club of Castle Hill, gave an exposition on Project 44/200910, on Caluya Island in the Philippines, supported by the Rotary Club of Blacktown City, the Philippines Health Association Australia and a Philippines-based charity foundation. For a population of 45,000, the project provides fee medical
consultation, dental extractions, minor surgery, health education and nutrition training, basic life support, first aid and
obstetrics emergencies. The health professionals screen for cataract surgery and do ultrasound training. The mission had
issued glaucoma kits and established diabetes treatment.
Nelma said the area had suffered terribly, from the cholera epidemic in 1902 which wiped out most of the population, a
typhoon in 1908, famine IN 2014 and World War 11 where there was a massacre by the Japanese. But things were now
moving on, not just at Caluya but elsewhere in the Philippines, including Baler Aurore in Quezon Province from 13 th to
20th February next year and at San Jacinta Pangasinan from 20th April till 1st May next year. It was expected there would
be up to 50 volunteers for the missions and volunteers were encouraged to apply to go. Nelma said the missions lacked
money and the Philippines Government was not helping. In the last 10 years, a total of $80,000 had been spent on the
Caluya project., which was the equivalent of a dollar a patient.
The Drought
Lin Boswell, from the Rotary Club of Oberon, said that in the very room we were sitting in in the services club in September last year, local farmers had held an emergency meeting to learn what government assistance was available. “All of a
sudden, farmers were desperate, and had serious decisions to make – whether to keep and feed their stock or sell” she
said. “We sensed a real anger amongst farmers because what the federal government had offered was unrealistic” she
said. It was very palpable. Glen [Glen Stewart, the then club president] and I walked away from the meeting not knowing
how we could help on such a large scale. We had already commenced selling raffle tickets and subsequently raised
$3,000, some of it from farmers themselves. One farmer said, ‘I will give you $5, the other $5 I will have to keep for myself. A farmer always thinks another farmer is worse off than he is. The local council was pro-active and supportive. They
knew there were farmers out there doing it really tough. We gave the $3,000 to Council and they combined it with other
funds and they went out and visited as many farmers as they could who were under stress and provided hampers and
vouchers with local businesses.”
Lin said that federal government grant money was available but forms that were 80 pages long had to be filled out and
farmers didn’t have the time or energy and were of the opinion that they wouldn’t be eligible for anything anyway. In the
meantime, Channel 9, together with the National

Farmers Federation and Rotary held a fundraising campaign. Over $10,000,000 was raised and all funds directed into
Project 38 at Rotary. In due course, a portion of these funds were directed to Rotary districts who were in droughtaffected areas. District 9700 received $250,000 to be distributed to clubs in drought-affected LGAs. “Oberon applied for,
and received $5,000 for distribution to eligible farmers in the form of a $50 voucher per farmer” she said. We decided to
split the vouchers between the local CRT business and the vet. When a farmer purchased agricultural products from CRT,
they received a Rotary voucher for $50 or if they went to the vet to have their working dog vaccinated, they received a
voucher for $50 against the cost of the vaccination. In the scheme of things, $50 was not significant but our feedback was
that every recipient was very grateful.
In December 2018, the federal government announced a Drought Community Support Initiative (DCSI) which would
distribute $3,000 grants to eligible farm households in drought-affected LGAs. The Oberon Rotary Club initiated a meeting at the Oberon RSL Club on 14th March this year, attended by 45 farmers, and information about this grant was disseminated throughout the farming community. At the same meeting, we introduced a Rural Financial Counsellor to assist farmers in accessing all federal government grants and state government subsidies that they were entitled to. He
would also assist them in filling out the forms. “At the same meeting we introduced Steve Matthews, a farmer from Lockhart, who spoke about ‘dealing with tough times’ – an insight into mental illness and the importance of seeking help.”
Oberon submitted 30 applications for the DCSI grant and 29 were eventually approved and distributed in May, just before the Federal election.
.. Chris said one of the major themes of this conference was the devastation drought which was afflicting the entire inland. In 2018-19, initiatives taken by Districts 9700 and 9710 and the general appeal was helped last year by the Channel
Nine telethon which had been done in conjunction with the National Farmers Federation and had raised $10 million.
RAWCS had become involved along with the Salvation Army and the St Vincent de Paul Society in the distribution of the
money. Eligible people could have a grant of $5,000 “provided they came up with a good story”. Money had been distributed to the most-needy farmers in the two local Rotary districts, 9700 and 9710. The tax deductibility of RAWCS donations was also being utilised.
The conference was addressed by Ken Engsmyr, from the Rotary Club of Parkes, representing the Drought Community
Support Group, part of the Federal Government’s Drought Communities Support Initiative (DCSI). In October last year,
the Government had announced that $30 million had been allocated to the program. There would be distribution of
$3,000 to each of 10,000 households in eight local government areas. RAWCS was assisting in the distribution. RAWCS
addressed the question of eligibility. In times of drought, the Federal Government looked after households while the Federal Government attended to matters such as infrastructure, transport and animal welfare.
The DCSI’s $3,000 was intended to look after needs such as food, petrol and initiatives. He said that when teams went
out to check eligibility, 90 percent of farmers said their greatest need was fodder. The Government initially said $2,000
would be given in cash and $1,000 in vouchers. “They were apprehensive ed because they were afraid of people spending
it on things like alcohol,” he said. “So by the time we get all our applications together and give approvals, we send out a
gift card of $3,000 with a letter telling the applicants what they should and should not spend it on. His team made use of
individual Rotary clubs to encourage needy farmers to make applications.
There was a complication in that some local government areas were drought-declared and some were not, which affected eligibility. The way the system worked, a farmer in the Wagga Wagga LGA was not eligible for a grant. But he might
look over the fence to his neighbour who was in a drought-declared LGA and ask: “What’s the difference?” It was, he said,
“hard to explain these things to angry people”. Adelaide did not get any DCSI money. Those who were not eligible were
referred to the Salvation Army, the St Vincent de Paul Society and RAWCS.
There was feedback that at least the majority of those needy farmers were assisted. But because they were appealing
through these charities, they were being looked after through a circuitous route. This assistance was being audited and
the agencies were asked why they did not liaise in

order to prevent doubling-up or leaving people out. But the agencies could not do it because of privacy considerations.
Rotary was at a disadvantage here because it did not have paid staff, while the Salvation Army and St Vin cent de Paul
Society did, and Rotary could not use DCSI money to pay staff.
Chris said about $100,000 was left from the Channel Nine telethon. “We were told to spend it by 30th June this year.” I
said to Michael Woodhouse, ‘There will be people needing help after June,’” he said. The “Adopt-a-Town” concept was
very valuable in that people could put up their hand to help. Maybe 15 clubs, including clubs on the South coast, Sydney
City Rotary and Belconnen Rotary Club in Canberra, had adopted a town and had taken a team out to spend “a heap of
money in that town, which is good for everyone”. “We have had Blacktown and Blue Mountains Central and have had
Liverpool across to spend money some time in town and we have put it into the drought fund,” he said. “The counsellor
can see somebody is in real trouble and say, ‘Here is a gift card’.”
Gary said there were people at the grassroots really wanted to help. As president of the Drummoyne Rotary Club’s
Adopt-a-Town project, he could see that in 2018, “everyone was blaming everyone else”. “But in major fund-raising and
other events, Rotary was there challenging people to give. A lot of the money coming in was personal donations.
Drummoyne, Five Dock and Canberra Rotary clubs had participated in the project. It was important to support not only
the farmers but the many small businesses that were struggling in the drought-afflicted towns.
The Meru Project, Kenya
Father Jason Nyiri from the Rotary Club of Meru, in a remote region of Kenya, District 9212, gave an exposition on the
project (Project 52/2007-08) in Meru which was dedicated to providing infrastructure, water and food for the local Maasai people. These are peasant farmers who work the slopes of Mt Kenya. Between 150 and 200 very poor families are totally reliant on the coming of the rains. Food security is a critical problem. The farmers have few or no tools and tractors
are very few. Many children suffer from malnutrition due to lack of variation in their diet and not enough to eat.
Jason, who was ordained Catholic priest in 1992, and became a Rotarian in January, 2007, after meeting an Australian
Rotarian on a hospital building project in Kenya, said an $US80,000 Rotary International global grant had had a huge
impact on his mission to improve the lives of people in his own area. There had also been a grant of $US12,800 from RI
and an $11,000 grant from his Rotary district. The project had taken in clothing, education and welfare of the young people. Cows and goats had been acquired and were being milked and the milk was “transforming lives – feeding children
and improving the health and the lives of both children and villagers in Meru Country, Kenya”. and maize and bananas
were in production. A tractor had been acquired, with multiple accessories.

(Father Jason)

Now it was possible to store hay for the dry season. Another $US40,000 was needed to make the project progress further
and further relieve pressure on farming families. “We want to improve the food supply for years to come,” he said. Fr Jason said that project had freed children who were denied the chance to go to school to leave the fields they had been
working an get an education. There was food security, and children were very happy at school. One of the students was
now attending medical school, where without the opportunities provided by the project, he would not have had a chance.
Father Jason, who has visited us before, in 2017, was well-received but there was a query as to why he was not present
when the committee meeting started on Sunday morning. The answer was glaringly obvious for those who bothered to
thank about it. He was at church!;
Poignant Pictures

MEGA CASH RAFFLE
With a little over a week before you return your tickets, let do once big push to sell as
many tickets as possible. They would make a great Christmas present to staff and friends

Odds of 1 in 200 from tickets purchased in the $5,000 mega raffle
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WE CONNECT PEOPLE
Rotary unites more than a million
people
Together, we see a world where
people unite and take action to
create lasting change – across the
globe, in our communities, and in
ourselves.
WE TRANSFORM COMMUNITIES
We take action locally and globally
Each day, our members pour their
passion, integrity, and intelligence
into completing projects that have
a lasting impact. We persevere
until we deliver real, lasting solutions.

