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Welcome to the start of a new year. I don’t believe that we have ever
started a new year with so many disasters occurring in our country
maybe since Cyclone Tracy. These fires which can create their own
weather system have caused major damage to so much of our rural
areas outside of the major cities with loss of life, property and to our
wildlife. With some reprieve at the moment with isolated rain, it has
still not broken the drought, but given hope to some. As with Cyclone
Tracy the solidarity of Australians to quickly respond with cash donations and to offer themselves as volunteers in the many of emergency
services is heartwarming and reassuring. Offers of assistance from all
over the world as many see this as a catalyst and reinforcement of the
effects of climate change.
This is an opportunity for Rotary to not only support the bushfire relief
and look at how we can rebuild areas devastated by these fires, but
also to look more into programs to affect change in behaviour in regard to our environment. Recently Blackrock a funds manager in the
US which has 7 Trillion assets under management announced it is
moving away from investments in thermal coal shares and have put on
notice that there is a risk factor in companies where they are exposed
to commodities that have an effect on climate, Blackrock now join
many of the larger Banks and Insurance companies, so this is a behavior change within financial circles.
So what can we do at an individual level………...stay tuned
Please note on page 6 we have RYPEN open for applications for 14-16
year old students, speak to any of the Board members if you have a
person you may like to nominate.
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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
 Notes from meeting

Our Toast
PP Phil Brophy proposed a toast to National Geographic, which was founded in 1888 and went on to contribute to international understanding and relationships, which paralleled what Rotary had set out to do.
The Bushfires
President Barry Antees said our thoughts went to the bushfire victims. “Not many of us would not know someone who
has been in those fires,” he said. He said particular concern should be felt for the wildlife. The fires were so devastating
they might have spelt the end of some species. The club had a minute of silence. Rotary did have a disaster fund which
came to $us100,000. Barry said we needed to have a project big enough to bring in other districts so that we could apply
for grants. He asked members to give it some thought.
The Australia Day Barbecue
John Stamboulie said it would not be on this year. Parramatta Council had said that only food vans would be allowed on
the ground this time. The council said that at last year’s Australia Day at Parramatta Park, there was not enough business
to go around. Barry said that last year, only the balloons were there for entertainment and when they finished, the crowd
left. Three years ago, there had been plenty of entertainment and there had been television coverage. In the last two years
there had been high humidity on Australia Day and people had been disinclined the leave home. He had asked council for
permission to have Rotary collection buckets for bushfire victims on this Australia Day.
Christmas Tree Sales
Treasurer Keith Henning said that last year’s Christmas tree sales had brought the club a net profit o $6,257, which was
down on previous years where the profit had been of the order of $8,000. Last year, the Rotary Club of Parramatta Daybreak had received $1,880 and the Sc outs had rece43ved at least $1,600. The problem this year was that there was shortage of trees. The experience of opening up a second sales site on Woodville Road, Merrylands, had not worked, we had
only sold one tree.
He said that this year there had been 22 raffle tickets deposited in the box. The tickets had gone out with the flyers, a lot
of people who bought trees said they had seen the flyer. Keith said one of the problems was that we had not started advertising the sales early enough. The signs should go up three of four weeks before the sales began. We would also have to
review the flyers we were putting out to see whether they were still adequate. PP Phil Brophy said we might consider
renting an electronic sign to go on the road.
Toastmasters International
President Barry said that Rotary International had formed an alliance with Toastmasters International and was encouraging clubs to make contact with their local Toastmasters groups. Barry said he had written to the two other Parramatta
Rotary clubs about this. The three clubs could put someone forward to talk on a number of subjects. Throughout the year,
we could look at community groups and sponsor some young people to participate in Toastmasters, which would do wonders for their development and self-confidence. Barry had learned through his experiences as a Rugby coach that many
young people were really not up to making a speech. He had solved that by sending some of his charges to Toastmasters,
and we could put a couple of young people through that every few months. There was a chapter of Toastmasters in Parramatta. PP Phil Brophy said that by linking with Toastmasters we might be able to get some members for Rotary.

Christmas lunch meeting and AGM
Novotel
16th December 2019
Our Guests
The club’s guests for the meeting, a Christmas celebration and the club’s 48th AGM, were Helen Brophy and Ingeborg
Brown. Apologies were Joy Gillett and John Stamboulie.
Our Toast
PP Phil Brophy proposed a toast to members and their families, whishing them a merry Christmas and happy new year.

(The Christmas celebration)
Finances
In his report to the AGM, PP Keith in his role as treasurer said that on our general account, we were losing money on a
regular basis. At the end of the 2017-18 financial year, we were $1,075 down on the account. At the end of the last financial year, we were down $1,500, In the last two years, we had gone down by $2,500, much of the loss coming from our
lunches. Another factor was our declining membership, which meant we were bringing in fewer fees. This year we would
have another deficit.
Directors
Malcolm Brown agreed to his appointment as president nominee for 2021-22. For the next financial year, Joy Gillett had
accepted the positions of secretary and treasurer. For the board, Malcolm Brown, Keith Henning, Phillip Brophy, John
Stamboulie and Barry Antees were nominated. All were accepted. Laurence Wilson has made himself available for youth
projects referred to him or approved by the directors. Elaine McRory is uncertain whether she can take on any more
roles. Melissa d’souza has said she wants to continue with blood donations.

Christmas Tree Sales
PP Keith said we had sold 262 trees till Sunday evening 15 th December and we had another weekend to go. Last year we
sold 280 trees. The scouts had taken 92 trees and there were 19 left to sell. (Barry has since made inquiries and fond
there are no more trees available to sell this year.) Barry told the meeting that the trial sale at Woodville road, Merrylands, had been a failure. Only one tree had been sold, and despite the area being leafletted and signs erected, the custom
had not come, and the site had been abandoned. One woman had said she wanted to smell the Christmas trees and Barry
had given her a branch. Otherwise, all the Woodville Road trees had come back to the Cherrybrook site to be sold there.
Keith said that for future Christmas tree sales at Cherrybrook, we should start promoting earlier than we did this year.
Barry said we needed to do more advertising, and could use the Cherrybrook station location as an advertising location.
He had done facebook advertising for the Christmas trees but that had not translated into sales. He pointed out that
when he did facebook advertising for Graffiti removal Day, people had come from some distance to volunteer their services. PP Malcolm said he wondered whether giving the scouts all those trees in return for their service of unloading them
from the delivery vehicles were efficient. PP Phil said that was a fair point,. The scouts were taking the trees, which we
had paid for, then setting up at a better site down the road in competition for us. Malcolm said that though not having illwill towards the scouts, perhaps in future we could organise a working party to unload the trees ourselves.
The Mega Raffle
PP Keith said120 tickets had been sold, for a total of $6,000, from which had come the $5,000 first prize and the three
$100 consolation prizes. We had made $700. But half the tickets bought had been in the names of club members, which
came to $2,700.
Poignant Pictures

(Prize idiot)

CONFERENCE WEBSITE: BIT.LY/REASONSCONFERENCE2020

Teenagers today benefit greatly from opportunities to develop "life skills" and motivation to help them cope
with the challenges of a very competitive future.
Pressure is put on students to perform academically and their results are the benchmark of success. However
other skills are needed for the next stage of a student's growth, be that further education or the workplace.
During an intensive residential weekend, young people aged approximately 14 to 16 years will develop increased
motivation, improved life skills, better self-image, pride in themselves and an understanding of setting and
achieving goals. At the same time, participants are interacting with peers from different backgrounds, and different parts of our district, improving their teamwork skills and having fun!! All this done in an informal atmosphere, where questions and debates are encouraged.
Which Students


Full time students from years 9/10, aged 14-16 years old



Students who have undeveloped potential



Students are welcome from both the public and private sector



This program is aimed towards students who need a helping hand to develop leadership, initiative and responsibility skills



We aim at equal numbers of male and female students

Student Achieves


Improved leadership skills in a non-threatening and supportive environment



Increased motivation and improved life skills



Improved self-image and pride



Develop an understanding of setting and achieving goals



Increased confidence to overcome problems and take control of their future



Improved appreciation of diversity

The applications for RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment) for Teen Ranch Cobbitty, on Friday 3rd –
5th April 2020. Please organise early so you are not disappointed as places fill very quickly. 40 spaces only –
$325 per student. More details contact District RYPEN Chair Mark Tanner Email: mark@tanner.net Mobile:
0418 226 177 or RYPEN Registrar Cheryl Deguara Email: cdd@maxi.net.au Mobile: 0419 465 962

ROTARY
WE CONNECT PEOPLE
Rotary unites more than a million
people
Together, we see a world where
people unite and take action to
create lasting change – across the
globe, in our communities, and in
ourselves.
WE TRANSFORM COMMUNITIES
We take action locally and globally
Each day, our members pour their
passion, integrity, and intelligence
into completing projects that have
a lasting impact. We persevere
until we deliver real, lasting solutions.

