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I did mention in the previous newsletter how we can make change as
individuals on the subject of the environment to stay tuned, well for
those who have read the latest Rotary Down Under they published a
superb issue, not only discussing the recent bushfires, but a whole section on the environment and how you as an individual can make a
change. There are over 1.2 million Rotarians, and over 500,000 Rotoractors and Interactors around the world each representing t least 1
household. If half convinced their friends and extended families to
follow these simple instructions and a small change in your lifestyle we
are well onto the way in making a huge impact.
If you don’t receive Rotary Down Under send me a message and I will
email a PDF of the environment section.
In this issue we are also highlighting the project undertaken by Keith
Henning in Uganda, a school that Keith has been involved with since
the first earth breaking to establish the school. Currently they are in
need of raising $8,550 US to establish a number student IT supports
and a Bus to replace the one we purchased a number of years ago.
At our next meeting we will highlight another project we are supporting with Bharat Nepal who is conducting Mental Health First Courses
among the local Nepalese students here in Sydney who have one of the
highest suicide rates in Australia and his goal to radically reduce it.
Please note on page 6 we have RYPEN open for applications for 14-16
year old students, speak to any of the Board members if you have a
person you may like to nominate.
See you at the next meeting 24th February 2020 at the Novotel, starting 12.30pm sharp.
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Our Toast
President Barry Antees, speaking for our International Director, Phil Brophy, proposed a toast to the Rotary clubs of
South Africa, to commemorate the 30th anniversary of the release of Nelson Mandela from prison.
Bob’s Trip to Africa
Barry welcomed Bob from his trip to Africa, where Bob and wife Glenys had been to visit their daughter, Bree, who has
been working as a midwife in a modern hospital in Tanzania since March last year.

(Glenys and Bree)

Bob said Bree, who had been a midwife at Royal Prince Alfred Hospital for eight years, had taken a year’s appointment in
Tanzania, working at a hospital that had been built by an Australian foundation. While they were there, Bree had taken
them to a poor hospital in a needy part of the country and Bob had seen the level of poverty there. He had Glenys had
also been to Zambia and had gone to the site of the slave market, where African’s, often captured in tribal feuds, had been
auctioned twice a week. A church stood on the it now but underneath the church was still the remains of a prison where
the slaves were housed pre-market.

Nepalese Community Mental Health
President Barry said he had been in touch with Bharat Nepal, who had persuaded Barry that there was a problem of mental illness among Nepalese migrants. Barry had taken that on as a club RAWCS project and had invited Barack to speak at
our next meeting, on Monday 24th February. Bharat had already run three mental health first-aid workshops at his own
expense.
Barbecues
Barry said we had had the Australia Day Barbecue at Parramatta Park taken from us this year but we were keeping the
$1,000 sponsorship money and we could display promotional placards for our sponsor at the Mothers’ Day Classic Barbecue. John Stamboulie was in touch with Adam, who was running the Mothers’ Day Barbecue event.
The Outlands Tragedy
PP Malcolm directed the club’s thoughts to the appalling tragedy nine days before when an allegedly drunk driver mowed
down a group of children on the footpath of Bettington Road. Funerals for the children were being held in Harris Park as
the club met.
The Environment
President Barry said it has yet to been decided by Rotary International that one of the platforms of Rotary activity and
focus should be on the environment. Bob Rosengreen said that in the recent bushfire disaster, there was scope for possible Rotary intervention with Shelter kits. PP Barry said that Rotary’s involvement in environment issues was a very good
way of recruiting new members.
Nursing Homes
PP Barry said that our new member Elaine had offered to take interested members of the club to her facility to show the
standards of treatment as a vocational visit.
POOTY
President Barry said it was Parramatta Daybreak’s turn to run POOTY this year but the club had pulled out in order to
focus on an alternative police awards system.
Pangea
President Barry said he was pursuing his idea of a multicultural food festival in the western suburbs, involving a number
of Rotary clubs and non-Rotarians. PP Keith said he feared that the project was too big for us. Barry said we needed a
basic model, then we could work out what we needed to build it up. We needed people to take ownership of the project.
Graffiti Removal
President Barry said the club had an offer to take over the trailer form the Rotary Club of Lindfield. He said we could do
it but the trailer needed to be fitted out. We had a $2,500 district grant for graffiti removal so we had to spend it or return
the money. PP Keith said a graffiti removal campaign had to be promoted and organised. We needed a group of people
who were keen to get it off the ground. Barry said there were very few people in the club who had interest at the moment.
A successful Rotary club had people who were prepared to roll their sleeves up and do things. But on our last graffiti removal day, there were three or four people prepared to do it, and we could combine with another club such as Granville
Rotary Club to get more people. The plan was to work on a graffiti removal campaign with Cumberland Council.
PhD Students Night
Keith Henning said the PhD Students Night on 4th May will be at the Vikings Club, Dundas the board agreed the cost of
the night would be $60 a head.

Poignant Pictures
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Teenagers today benefit greatly from opportunities to develop "life skills" and motivation to help them cope
with the challenges of a very competitive future.
Pressure is put on students to perform academically and their results are the benchmark of success. However
other skills are needed for the next stage of a student's growth, be that further education or the workplace.
During an intensive residential weekend, young people aged approximately 14 to 16 years will develop increased
motivation, improved life skills, better self-image, pride in themselves and an understanding of setting and
achieving goals. At the same time, participants are interacting with peers from different backgrounds, and different parts of our district, improving their teamwork skills and having fun!! All this done in an informal atmosphere, where questions and debates are encouraged.
Which Students


Full time students from years 9/10, aged 14-16 years old



Students who have undeveloped potential



Students are welcome from both the public and private sector



This program is aimed towards students who need a helping hand to develop leadership, initiative and responsibility skills



We aim at equal numbers of male and female students

Student Achieves


Improved leadership skills in a non-threatening and supportive environment



Increased motivation and improved life skills



Improved self-image and pride



Develop an understanding of setting and achieving goals



Increased confidence to overcome problems and take control of their future



Improved appreciation of diversity

The applications for RYPEN (Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment) for Teen Ranch Cobbitty, on Friday 3rd –
5th April 2020. Please organise early so you are not disappointed as places fill very quickly. 40 spaces only –
$325 per student. More details contact District RYPEN Chair Mark Tanner Email: mark@tanner.net Mobile:
0418 226 177 or RYPEN Registrar Cheryl Deguara Email: cdd@maxi.net.au Mobile: 0419 465 962

RAWCS PROJECT ST PETER’S SCHOOL IN UGANDA, Project Manager Keith Henning
Dear Keith,
I hope this e-mail finds you well. I am doing well also. The traditional marriage went on well and we enjoyed it a lot
though I sometimes I do not like because it consumes a lot of time; at least three days.
Thank you for your e-mail and the concerns raised. I do understand your concerns and i accept that regular communication has always been a challenge on my side. I apologize for this and I need to improve on communication this
year. I will be sending you brief reports at the beginning and end of every term, but also if there is a major development during the term.
The new term opened today 3rd February 2020. We have recruited all the new staff we need and we are ready for the
term. Teachers are busy planning and scheming and lessons have started although the number of pupils is still few.
Normally on the first day few pupils report and sometimes it takes two weeks for all pupils to report to school.
Key Updates
Number of staff
Category

Male

Female

Total

Teachers

5

8

13

Non-teaching Staff

2

4

6

Total Number of

7

12

19

Male

Female

Total

Nursery

18

15

33

Primary

51

42

93

Total number of pu-

69

57

126

Number of pupils
Category

Number of non-fee paying pupils
Category

Number

Boys

09

Girls

11

Total

20

Number of half-fee paying pupils
Category

Number

Boys

14

Girls

12

Total

26

Results of candidates in 2019
Result

Num-

First Grade

0

Second Grade

12

Third Grade

2

Fourth Grade

0

Failed

0

Total

14

All the candidates passed and will be joining high school in February 2020 to continue with their education. Only
one pupil is going to technical school to study mechanic.
School van
The requested van shall replace the old one bought in 2011. Currently we do not have a van because the old one
has broken down beyond repair.
In case you still require additional information, let me know and I will be happy to provide you.
Thank you.
Robert
Opira

St Peter’s School Compound

Graduation Day

Graduation Day, cultural Royal Bwola Dance
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Rotary unites more than a million
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Together, we see a world where
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create lasting change – across the
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ourselves.
WE TRANSFORM COMMUNITIES
We take action locally and globally
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until we deliver real, lasting solutions.

