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Well so much has changed in the world since our last newsletter, sadly 

events has been cancelled all over including our physical club meetings, 

but because we are a progressive club we have quickly set up a series of  

weekly virtual meetings with great speakers. We started this week off well 

with Samah Shda. For the members who came online they were all able to 

join in and ask questions to Samah without any problems at all. 

Next week Mike Greenslade will be joining us from ShelterBox. I invite all 

readers of our newsletter to use the links on page 6 and join us at 1.00pm. 

While many of us are self isolating, it is important as a club that we stay 

connected, you will see more than the normal amount of emails coming to 

you as not only we will we be trying to maintain contacts with you, so will 

other friends and organisations. So please take some time to answer as 

they may also be needing some communications themselves. 

Our hearts go out to John Stamboulie and his family for the loss of his 

mother who has been in ill health for some time. 

I hope to see you next week and if you missed last weeks virtual meeting it 

is on youtube, search under the club’s name or https://www.youtube.com/

channel/UClv8_YX8Tu9K0sEk0b6MyVA  

As well use our facebook page, like it and subscribe to our youtube chan-

nel.  

President Barry Antees   
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23rd March 2020 

This was an unusual meeting. Because of the Coronavirus crisis it was decided we should have a video link-up with our 

guest, Samah Shda, giving her address to members by remote control. Samah, Iraqi Assyrian refugee who arrived in Aus-

tralia in 2019, had dedicated herself to improving the prospects of fellow refugee’s, especially those seeking to complete 

their higher education, she is applying to be a Rotary Peace Scholar. She was introduced to members by our President, 

Barry Antees. 

Growing up in Baghdad 

Samah was born in Iraq. Her family were ethnic Assyrians, the indigenous people of Iraq, whose ancestral homeland was 

in northern Iraq, near the Turkish border. They were also Catholics. The family was living in Baghdad when the United 

States launched its invasion to bring down president Saddam Hussein and the Baathist Party. The family heard the sound 

of fighting and moved to northern Iraq. Two months later, her family and others who had fled had returned and tried to 

get about their daily lives and work. At 13 years of age, Samah was not really interest in politics but the harsh realities of 

life in a country as troubled as Iraq quickly became apparent to her. “There was a lack of resources, no electricity, no run-

ning water,” she said. “We could not take a shower for 20 days. Things were getting worse and worse, especially with the 

sectarian violence You could go out to buy essential items and be caught in cross-fire.” 

Studies in Baghdad 

Samah finished her schooling and in 2009 she was admitted into a course in architectural design. She studied for a year 

but during that year the trouble continued and intellectuals, especially journalists, were being targeted. Individuals were 

being kidnapped. Then she got a telephone call saying that a car bomb had gone off in front of the university. “That was 

what made me realise I could not finish my education here,” she said. “I could not finish my studies while fearing for my 

life”. She took advantage of an American not-for-profit organisation that helped students like her finish their education 

by giving them financial support and scholarships. In 2010, Samah travelled to the United States where she got a study 

visa 

Studies in the United States 

Samah she was at pains to understand the US education system, and matters relating to social security, taxation and fi-

nancial aid.  She tried to adjust but realised there was no support network in existence for international students like her. 

She was supported there but she had anxiety abo0ut her friends at home. She felt “survivor guilt”, especially when she 

heard that year about a church bombing in Baghdad where one of her friends was killed. She started to do more research 

on what was happening in her country. Samah graduated in 2014 and had to choose between more study and going back 

to Iraq to support her family, who had again left Baghdad for the north region of Iraq. 

Back in Iraq 

Northern Iraq was no longer a safe place when Samah returned. ISIS had entered the scene and was only a few kilome-
tres from where her family lived. Samah nevertheless decided she would have to contribute to life in her country and 
started doing humanitarian work in the northern and central regions of her country, so that the people could continue to 
operate at a time of national crisis. But after two years working in this area, she saw that ISIS was starting to target hu-
manitarian workers like herself. She and her family decided the only option was to pack their bags and leave, and they 
chose Turkey. 



 

 

Life in Turkey 

Samah and her family became temporary refugees in Turkey and sought protection from the United States as asylum 

seekers. They were safe in Turkey from violence but faced many restrictions as refugees, one being unable to leave the 

vicinity of their neighbourhood, and refused access to other things, especially when it was seen they were Arabic-

speakers. There were two million refugees in Turkey so they did work with that group, trying to make their lives easier. 

The Turkish government made it hard for refugee children to attend school so Samah became involved in NGOs, espe-

cially in the area of education. They helped Syrian students who were unable to finish their education because they were 

being persecuted. After three years in Turkey, they were finally accepted as refugees to Australia. 

Life in Australia 

Samah said she did not know what to expect in Australia but quickly saw that refugees, in comparison with what she had 

experienced, were well provided for. “We felt secure,” she said. She then made inquiries how she might continue her 

higher education and there she was frustrated. She could not get anyone to support her and she could not get proper an-

swer from anyone she spoke to about it. It was suggested she work in a coffee shop, she said. Just to “get my foot in the 

door”. She was informed she would have to pay “a lot of money” to continue her studies. She then became her own case 

manager and then went about seeking ways in which she could get about becoming properly qualified. She had to under-

stand the education system here and how prior education was viewed. She became involved in refugee advocacy groups, 

involving the Refugee Council of Australia, Amnesty International, She is currently leading a research project focused on 

refugee access to higher education in Australia in collaboration with multiple refugee advocacy and resettlement organi-

zations.  

Refugees in Australia 

Samah said refugees to Australia had a wealth of knowledge and the capacity to contribute enormously to Australian life. 

But there were problems with it as it stood now. “The current program puts all refugees into one basket,” she said. “One 

size fits all.” People like herself with her background and skills needed a specialised service to help them on their journey. 

She began her own project to take such people and give them proper information as to what they should do. “I think Aus-

tralia can do a lot better,” she said. “In terms of refugee settlement, Australia is one of the top countries in the world. I 

really believe they can tackle these other questions.” 

President Barry thanked Samah for her address and wished her well in her application to become a Rotary Peace Scholar 
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Poignant Pictures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Sister Club-Rotary Club of Ramon Magsaysay 

The President of the Philippines issued an order for the lock down of Metro Manilla 15th March and has an-
nounced now a national declared a national emergency. As is the case with the poor of this country they live 
on a day to day basis and without support they are in dire circumstances.  

Past President of our club, Johnny Ching who’s family has a noodle factory in Manilla, is making available 
noodles at a discounted price to organisations who are purchasing noodles to distribute to the needy, they 
are also offering to deliver fresh noodles to the entire metro area of Manilla, These noodles will last 3 weeks 
at room temperature and will be able to sustain a family. The offer which Keith Henning has been able to de-
liver has now gone from our sister club to other Rotary Clubs throughout Manilla. 

Many thanks to PP Johnny Ching and his family for the support shown here to assist the people of Manilla 
who don’t have a safety net  like we do here in developed countries. 

 

 

 

 

   

  



 

 

Virtual club meetings 

Each week we will have an interesting speaker  

Monday 30th March 2020 at 1.00pm  

Mike Greenslade is CEO of ShelterBox Australia, an international disaster relief charity and Rotary Interna-

tional partner. Shelter provides emergency shelter and other essential items to families affected by natural 

disaster and humanitarian crisis. 

 

Originally from Cornwall in the UK, he has been involved with ShelterBox since 2006 and has deployed 

22 times as Response Team member and leader. Since his first deployment to PNG he has attended major 
disasters like the Haiti earthquake and the Mentawai Tsunami, along with less-known disasters in Italy and 

Bolivia; and humanitarian emergencies in Somaliland, Kenya, Sri Lanka, Ethiopia and the Lebanon. He is 

one of ShelterBox’s most experienced SRT members. 

 Mike’s most recent deployment was to Bangladesh in 2017, in response to severe flooding in the north of 
the country. There he witnessed the new direction that the charity is taking, working as part of the interna-

tional Cluster system, tailoring aid to suit the needs of the beneficiary and working closely with Rotary and 

other organisations, like the Red Crescent. 

 A professional photographer by trade, in late 2019 Mike released a book of images shot on deployment 
with ShelterBox. The lavishly illustrated 200-page coffee table book is titled “2020 Vision – Eyes wide 

open in the disaster zone’ and seeks to demonstrate the resilience and determination of those affected by 
disaster and those that assist in their recovery. All proceeds from the sale of the book and prints from the 

accompanying exhibition will go to ShelterBox.  

Mike lives in Rous Mill in the Northern Rivers area of NSW with wife and 2 children and is currently presi-

dent of Alstonville Rotary Club. 

 

 

 
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet 
or smartphone. 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/979463605 

 

You can also dial in using your phone. 
Australia: +61 2 8355 1038 
 
Access Code: 979-463-605  

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/979463605
tel:+61283551038,,979463605#


 

 

ROTARY  

WE CONNECT PEOPLE 

Rotary unites more than a million 
people 

Together, we see a world where 

people unite and take action to 

create lasting change – across the 

globe, in our communities, and in 

ourselves. 

WE TRANSFORM COMMUNI-
TIES 

We take action locally and globally 

Each day, our members pour their 

passion, integrity, and intelligence 

into completing projects that have 

a lasting impact. We persevere 

until we deliver real, lasting solu-

tions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


