
 

 

Rotary Connects…….the World 

April 9th 2020 
Volume 47, Issue 26 

Rotary Club of Parramatta City 

Today we put out an invite to go the theatre this coming Sunday at 11.00 

am to see Alex Baldwin in the Orphans…….The twist we can watch it 

streaming online from four locations here in Australia as well as the Unit-

ed States. This production is being put on by red line Productions and the 

cost is what ever you can afford, from $0 to $100. It will going out on Sun-

day via Facebook and You Tube live. It’s a novel approach to the times we 

are in.  

Another novel idea has come out from ShelterBox Australia offering an 

online Book Club for $10 per month. While I am not an advert reader, I 

am increasing my level of reading since Past President Malcolm Brown 

released his latest book “The Dingo took over my life” . I am sure I will be 

able to knock over a few books and get into some great discussions with 

the ShelterBox Book Club. 

Currently there are community grants being made available through coun-

cil, if anyone has some ideas and suggestions please come forward and the 

Board can consider them, they will be competitive this year as the pool of 

funds have decreased due to a large amount of the funds being diverted to 

bush fire relief. 

Currently on our Facebook page I am asking for favourite cooking/baking 

recipes that you may be doing to keep your families feed or entertained. 

Lets see if we can collate a Pandemic Cookbook 

Next Monday is a public holiday, but I hope to see you at the Monday 

week’s meeting and if you missed any of our previous speakers they are on 

the Clubs Youtube channel, search under the club’s name or https://

www.youtube.com/channel/UClv8_YX8Tu9K0sEk0b6MyVA  

As well I encourage to use our facebook page, like it and subscribe to our 

Youtube channel as well 

Have a great Easter and spoil yourselves with some chocolate or how 

about an Easter Hunt inside the house and be creative with rewards for 

finding the most eggs. 

President Barry Antees   
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6th April 2020 

This is our club’s third e-meeting, seemingly going well. Our guests today were our speaker, Silvana Martignago, and the 

president of Parramatta Daybreak Rotary Club, Ian Goldthorpe, who is always welcome. Silvana was born in Uruguay. 

President Barry Antees, introducing her, said she had spent 15 years workiing for the NRMA, had resigned in 2001 to 

have a family and in 2007 had started with Probus, which had promoted her to Chief Executive Officer for Australia and 

New Zealand in 2016. Since that time, Silvana had travelled all over Australia and had been to New Zealand four times. 

Joy Nel 

The club did its first e-

induction, of Joy Nel, who 

said she was excited to be-

come a Rotarian, represent-

ing as she did the Smith 

Family, which she hoped 

would be of value in any way 

it could. 

RAWCS and the Covid-

19 Virus 

PP Malcolm Brown said that 

as district RAWCS coordina-

tor, he was to give an ad-

dress on RAWCS and the 

Covid-19 virus and asked for 

suggestions as to what he 

might say. Secretary Joy 

Gillett said the RAWCS na-

tional office in Parramatta 

was still running, with 

Belinda Griffen in the chair, 

though some staff were working from home, and it was expected that the RAWCS operation would come back into full 

operation. She expected that the virus crisis would last “a couple of months” and she thought Rotary was “strong enough 

and big enough” to come back. DIK offices were closed for the time being. PP Keith Henning said our sister club in the 

Philippines, the Rotary Club of Ramon Magsaysay in Manila, was distributing food, he thought the Philippines Govern-

ment had imposed a lockdown. Barry said Shelter Boxes were still being sent out to places like Somaliland. 

Probus 

Silvana said Probus, a “child of Rotary”, said it to be “Rotary without the work”, providing fellowship and both physical 
and mental stimulation for retired or semi-retired people, did overlap with Rotary. Rotarians did belong to Probus clubs 
and vice-versa.  The Probus club movement started with the first meeting in the UK in 1965 where professional and busi-
ness people who had “finished with Rotary” had got together to talk about the ways of the world. It had spread through-
out the world. There were 1,700 Probus clubs in Australia and New Zealand, representing more than 123,000 members. 
The membership had been bigger. In 2007, there had been 190,000 members. 



 

 

Silvana said there was obvious value in Probus. Her own father had enjoyed social life but when he retired it had stopped. 

“I think he would have enjoyed his retirement more had he had the opportunity to join people at different levels,” she 

said. With monthly meetings addressed by speakers, there was mental stimulation. There was also physical activity such 

as kayaking. People involved with Probus were less prone to anxiety and depression and as a result, because the conse-

quences of that did not follow in their health and well-being, less of a burden on government. 

Silvana said the present virus crisis was a problem for everyone. Probus members were conducting e-meetings but there 
were members not on the internet and did not use email. There were phone hook ups in place for alternative communica-
tion and the older generation was becoming more tech-savvy. The biggest group using Facebook were aged 55 or over 
and Probus was organising seminars to show how it could be used. 
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Virtual club meetings 

Each week we will have an interesting speaker  

Monday  20th April 2020 at 1.00pm  

 

Guest Speaker next is Bob Dwyer, Lord Mayor of City of Parramatta Council 

 

 

 

We now have a permanent GOTO details which I will repeat but for those 
who want to make this a permanent in your calendars 

RC Parramatta City Monday Lunch Meetings  
 
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or 
smartphone.  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/584155949  
 
You can also dial in using your phone.  
Australia: +61 2 9087 3604  
 
Access Code: 584-155-949  
 
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first 
meeting starts:  
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/584155949  

 

 

 

Coming up we have an ABC Radio Journalist 

Federal member 

 

 

https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/584155949
tel:+61290873604,,584155949#
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/584155949


 

 

ROTARY  

WE CONNECT PEOPLE 

Rotary unites more than a million 
people 

Together, we see a world where 

people unite and take action to 

create lasting change – across the 

globe, in our communities, and in 

ourselves. 

WE TRANSFORM COMMUNI-
TIES 

We take action locally and globally 

Each day, our members pour their 

passion, integrity, and intelligence 

into completing projects that have 

a lasting impact. We persevere 

until we deliver real, lasting solu-

tions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


