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This weekend will be a very different Anzac Day and I would suggest you
look at the website https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/commemoration/
commemoration-days/anzac-day

For some ideas how you and family will commemorate the day.
This year we will have our PETS and District Assembly training online for
our incoming Directors for the next Rotary Year starting July 1st.
INSIDE THIS ISSUE

I hope to see you at the Monday week’s meeting and if you missed any of
our previous speakers they are on the Clubs Youtube channel, search under the club’s name or https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UClv8_YX8Tu9K0sEk0b6MyVA

As well I encourage to use our facebook page, like it and subscribe to our
Youtube channel as well

President Barry Antees

• Notes meeting…………..2-4

• Next Weeks Speaker ….. 5

SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST
• Notes from meeting

20th April 2020
Yet another e-meeting for the club. Our guests were our Assistant DIstrict Governor, Chris Bennecke, and the Lord
Mayor of Parramatta, Cr Bob Dwyer, who was to speak to us.

Bob Dwyer
Councillor Bob Dwyer, who has a background in banking, has served as a Councillor in Parramatta for over a decade, and
was elected as Lord Mayor of City of Parramatta in September 2019. He served on the previous Parramatta City Council
from 1995 until 1999 during which term he was elected Deputy Lord Mayor in 1999. A long-term resident of Winston
Hills, he was re-elected as a
Councillor in the Caroline
Chisholm Ward of the previous Council in 2013 and has
been an active Riverside Theatre Board Member since
2012 previously having been a
Board Member from 1995 to
1999. Councillor Dwyer is a
former member of City of Parramatta’s Councillor Representation Committee and Local Representation Advisory
Committee from August 2016
to August 2017.
Bob said that having come
from a banking background,
he was keen to see things happen that would help people
make money. In the present
pandemic he wanted to keep
things going as best as he
could, and that included
neighbourhood centres to ensure some continuity in community life. Bob said there were many businesses, such as restaurants, which were struggling to keep going. A hotel had closed and several well-known restaurants had closed their
doors too. “Business in Parramatta is incredibly resilient but it is taking a hit now,” he said. Businesses in Church Street
were continuing operations and “less than a third” were shut. “But they [the remaining ones] can only survive so long,”
he said. Other organisations, such as universities based in Parramatta, were hard-hit.
On 8th April, council had decided to introduce a $2 million relief package to help local business, jobs, community groups
and council staff. The relief package was one of the most comprehensive in the state and it would be rolled out over the
next three months. There would be more to come as time moved on. The council was offering grants of $2,000 for a total
of $100,000 to help them get out of short-term difficulties. It had relaxed certain rules, such as parking restrictions, to
allow businesses to operate take-home services. It would allow food stalls to be set up in temporary venues such as community centres. It was offering services of its own through on-line platforms. The council had been hard-hit but it was
continuing to offer services like child-care and garbage collection. The council was asking for financial help from the
State Government and was hoping that the local economy “bounces back as soon as possible”. The council was encouraging people to “buy local” to keep money circulating within the local community

Bob said the council was accelerating development proposals to get things moving and create employment. It was building Parramatta Square, where there were 60 development proposal “in the pipeline”. It was pushing state government to
approve other development proposals in the CBD. It was trying to get the construction going on the new Parramatta
swimming pool, destined for opening in 2023, and there were other projects, such as the West Connex rail and the new
Applied Arts Centre which were imminent. An application had been approved for building a new council chambers and
library. For its own staff, when services were suspended in one area it was doing its best to reallocate staff to other duties.
Councillors were not meeting fortnightly as they had been, but monthly in an e-meeting format. They were using the St
Patrick’s Cathedral hall.
Bob said council was “reaching out” to people badly affected by the crisis, such as those who had lost jobs. It was working out a rate plan for people who were struggling with payments and waiving interest on late payments. It had also
waived rent payments on council assets used by community groups. Cleaning services had increased. Meals on Wheels
had increased by 20 percent since the crisis started and it needed more volunteers to meet the demand. To keep people
entertained in their isolation, he thought Riverside Theatre, which had also been affected by the crisis, could make its
facilities available to put on live performances, to be beamed to people on-line. It was not all good news and when the
community emerged from the crisis, Parramatta would be in good stead, with such things as the Bankwest Stadium not
only hosting sporting clashes but also events such as an Elton John concert. “We are all in this together and we are going
to come out of it in the not-too-distant future,” he said. Bob concede that the crisis could last much longer, and he did not
relish the prospect of reduced council income and the need to lay staff off. He said that people in general were starting to
look to the future anyway. He had recently been to a Bunnings store where there were people everywhere. “In the longer
term we might have to take account of the risks we have got to take,” he said.
In answer to President Barry Antees, Bob said he agreed with Barry’s suggestions that Rotary volunteers could give people free temperature checks at re-opened restaurants to ensure they were free of the disease. Barry thanked Bob for his
address. He said council was doing “a fantastic job in difficult circumstances”. Cr Dwyer, for his own part, said Rotary
was doing “a fantastic job”.

Poignant Pictures

Virtual club meetings

Each week we will have an interesting speaker
Monday 27th April 2020 at 1.00pm
Guest Speaker next is Julie Owens, Federal Member of Parliament for Parramatta

We now have a permanent GOTO details which I will repeat but for those
who want to make this a permanent in your calendars
RC Parramatta City Monday Lunch Meetings
Please join my meeting from your computer, tablet or
smartphone.
https://global.gotomeeting.com/join/584155949
You can also dial in using your phone.
Australia: +61 2 9087 3604
Access Code: 584-155-949
New to GoToMeeting? Get the app now and be ready when your first
meeting starts:
https://global.gotomeeting.com/install/584155949

Coming up we have an ABC Radio Journalist

ROTARY
WE CONNECT PEOPLE
Rotary unites more than a million
people
Together, we see a world where
people unite and take action to
create lasting change – across the
globe, in our communities, and in
ourselves.

WE TRANSFORM COMMUNITIES
We take action locally and globally
Each day, our members pour their
passion, integrity, and intelligence
into completing projects that have
a lasting impact. We persevere
until we deliver real, lasting solutions.

