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This past Monday I attended the National Rotary Emergency Services Awards
at the Government House where the Patron and Governor General of Australia David Hurley and his wife Linda, hosted the event and made it very clear of
the importance of Rotary and it’s relevance in the community. A very important
statement that we need to bear in mind with our membership of our organisation. Something we over look, but when the highest representative acknowledges this it is a sobering reminder of the good we collectively do.
Also happening this was week was the District’s success in securing a number
of grants to support our club’s on Australia Day. The majority of clubs are going to base themselves at hospital’s or near to them all over the region of our
District (15 in fact) and offer a free BBQ lunch to all essential workers as our
way of saying thank you for their efforts in 2020. We are expecting great exposure via TV media, so make sure you get your hair cut and have your Rotary
shirts on. There will be a briefing next Friday for all club representatives.
I am also proud to announce the Parramatta Chapter of Cycling without Age
has raised half of the funds required to purchase their first trike and I ask if
you can support this great initiative click HERE
I received a call from Bharat Nepal, our mental health practitioner who will
assist though out RAWCS project. Despite the COVID lock downs he has
been able to complete 4 courses of 20 each to the students and Nepalese
residents of Sydney requiring assistance with mental health issues.
The RAWCS Australian Beirut Rebuilding Committee has received a recommended project from the Rotary Beirut Disaster Committee with an assessment and sustainability report for providing medical equipment to the delivery
and nursing departments of the neonatal and newborn unit at the Saint
George Hospital University Medical Centre.
This is a significant first project considering one of Beirut’s Rotary club presidents was killed at the hospital from shattering glass during the explosion. As
an act of kindness, he was visiting a friend in the hospital at the time, but never made it home.
From the sadness of his passing comes new life through installing new medical equipment.
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The committee has submitted a global grant application to The Rotary Foundation for the refurbishment of the obstetrics department, with Australian districts providing 80 per cent of the cost of the US$91,000 project.
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For an understanding of what it was like inside the St Georges Hospital
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at the time of the explosion watch the Sky News YouTube video at
www.youtube.com/watch?v=JIxuwE_WPXw&feature=youtu.be.
We have our AGM coming up 14th December as well as our Christmas Lunch,
as usual we will be electing Directors for next year terms from July 2021 as
will as a President for 2021/22.
Barry Antees
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23rd November 2020
Our Toast
PP Keith Henning proposed a toast to the Rotary Club of Kiribati, which was chartered on 13 th June last year and has 11
members. It has “hit the ground running”, having partnered with a club in the United States and in New Zealand and has
secured A$100,000 grant for a sanitation project. Keith said the project was pertinent because 19 th November had been
“World Toilet Day”, a very important matter, given that 297,000 children below the age of five died each year throughout the
world from complications of diarrhoea and more than half the global population lacked safe sanitation.
State of the Club
PE Malcolm Brown said he had attended a PETS training session by zoom a week before and had picked up certain points.
He thought the major problem our club was facing was the drastic shortage of members, which had now reduced the effective membership to mere rump. The membership had been quite healthy when Malcolm joined in 2013 but it was not so
now. He questioned whether the fortnightly meeting formula – every second and fourth Monday - was working because
there was sometimes a three-week gap between meetings and it disrupted what could be a smooth flow of club business. If a
member missed a meeting, there was a gap of four weeks between sittings. That was too long. Some got used to the idea of
not coming and stayed away.
There were members who had recently joined who should be present today, when only five people had turned up. He
thought that if we returned to weekly meetings, a member who had a legitimate reason for not attending could attend the
following week without too much disruption. He had mentioned the problems of twice-a-month meetings at the PETS conference and the answer he got was that if there was fifth Monday, or Wednesday, or whatever, there was a very successful
social event. But Malcolm said he did not think that was feasible for a lunchtime meeting. He thought one approach would be
to ask the Chamber of Commerce to supply members and to approach every community organisation such as the Parramatta
Mission and Salvation Army whether they could provide members. It was observed by one club member that people coming
from community groups were often motivated by the thought of what they might get out of Rotary for their own organisation.
Malcolm said the core of Rotary was the fellowship of the club, where people enjoyed each other’s company. The raison
d’etre for the club was community service but the prime motivation was fellowship, which was particularly important for retirees like himself He said Rotary should be something members looked forward to. If it was a burden, “then why belong to
Rotary at all?”, he asked.
A Club Calendar

Malcolm said he thought that for the next year, he might introduce a calendar of events so that members could see for 12
months ahead what was hap0pening and better prepare for it.
Knowing the Structure
Malcolm said he also picked up the idea at the PETS conference that members of clubs tended to be ignorant of the overall
district and national structure of Rotary and who was what. He wondered how many members of our club knew who the
DGE was for our district. There was one correct answer (Jeremy Wright) and Malcolm himself had to look it up in his diary.
Bob Rosengreen said he had belonged to Rotary for 40 years and he had not known during that time who the next DG would
be. “We had many other members to interact with and other members were involved in the district and represented us but I
personally did not get involved in the process or know any more than I do today,” he said. Malcolm said members could be
happily contained within their own club but he thought it might be of use to make members aware of the broader scale of the
organisation.

Future of the Club
PP Phil Brophy said whether we retain the twice-monthly meeting structure could be discussed at our annual general meeting,
which was our next meeting on 14 December. Malcolm said a broader issue was whether the club continue at all. He hesitated
to used the “a” word, which was amalgamation with another club, but there was an intrinsic problem of expecting club attendance when working people could never be sure whether their job commitments would make them free at the time. The two
other Parramatta clubs had meeting times when members could expect to be free. PP Keith Henning said that if the club abandoned its present meeting formula, there would not be “amalgamation” with another club, rather we simply folded up and
members joined other clubs.
Joy Gillett said she would have to move on because the RDU building in Parramatta had been sold and the office would be
relocated in July next year to Norwest. She would not be willing to drive all the way in for a club meeting. She said he was also
thinking of retiring towards the end of next year, having been involved in Rotary since the age of 16, and was not sure after
that how she would fill in her time. She wondered whether membership OF A LUCNTIME Rotary club in this day and age had
become “too hard”.
Bob Rosengreen said that if the club were to fold, it had a rich history since its foundation in 1972 and he would like to prepare an arrival record of events.
Christmas Trees
Phil Brophy said signs would have to be put up straight away advertising our Christmas tree sales in Cherrybrook. Bob Rosengreen would talk about it to Charlie Jarratt from the Scouts and they would work something out. He said the other issue was
covid precautions. Phil said a lot depended on what the State Government would decide in the next couple of weeks on covid
precautions but it would be necessary to wear a mask when coming into contact with other people. Phil thought we were all
right as far as the roster was concerned. Two hundred trees would be delivered in the first delivery and he thought there might
be a second delivery. Phil said that because of recent rain, this year’s offering should be good quality. He would check what the
water permit was.
Joy Gillett said there would be a raffle, with a hamper going to one of those who brought back the raffle flyer and a hamper
going to one of those who bought a $2 raffle ticket on the day. Keith Henning said the raffle had worked well last year, when
we sold 276 tickets. He thought we had an obligation to publish the result of the raffle on our website.
Rotary Club of Ramon Magsaysay
Keith Henning said he had received an email from our sister club, the Rotary Club of Ramon Magsaysay, in the Philippines.
Listing our club as a partner, it had worked on its project for the vaccination of all cats and dogs in the country against rabies.
It had also worked on the provisiion of a heavy-duty xerox machine to produce educational materials for students to work on
at home, the covid-19 restrictions having ruled out face-to-fac teaching for the time being.

(Rotarians with xerox machine)
Christmas Party
The club Christmas Party will be held at the time of our next meeting, which will also be our AGM, on Monday 14 th December.

Prior to the 4th August 2020 the people of Lebanon were facing an economic crisis as well as Covid. The blast took out the commercial port of Beirut, causing the death of 191 people and injuring over 6,500 with 300,000 homeless. The area of the explosion damaged/destroyed five hospitals, countless schools and commercial and residential buildings, there are critical short and long term problems to overcome.
The Lebanese people are known for their welcoming and friendly nature and have been arrivals to our country for over 140
years bringing a richness of cultural diversity. They have supported Australia through wars and natural disasters and as
their families have melded into the fabric of our society, so we can feel for the people of Beirut. Please donate to our Club’s
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We donate 50% of profits to help build toilets because we believe access to a safe, dignified
loo is a basic human right. Thanks to our amazing community (that’s you!), we’ve been
able to donate over $8.3 million to help provide proper sanitation for the 2.3 billion people
in need. Now that’s a lot of toilets!
Visit https://au.whogivesacrap.org/
Last week they have been able to donate a total of over $2 million to our charity partners,

