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Hi all,
Last year we missed out on our annual planting of 10,000 trees due to COVID
and had it been on this would have been 40,000 trees planted as we worked
alongside our community in greening Australia.
Well the numbers may not be that large but we have the opportunity of planting 100 trees to symbolize 100 years of Rotary by creating green screening to
protect property that was once graffitied , so join us on 28 March 2021 as w
remove graffiti and if possible (dependent on site location) plant trees.
I remind everyone who has not registered for the District Conference, please
do so, come along and here some great speakers, learn what other clubs are
doing and meet some new friends or catch up with friends. Sessions are broken down into segments if you have timing difficulties .
Club Assembly is set for 8th March, so attendance is critical for the club
members to make decisions for the future. We welcome past members as well
as your past experiences may assist with our outcomes as well it would be
nice to catch up again.
Have a nice weekend to you all
Barry Antees
President
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8th February 2021
Our Toast
PP Keith Henning proposed a toast to the Rotary Club of Peterborough UK, District 1070, chartered in 1932, now with 23
members. Peterborough is associated with the sad beheading of Mary Queen of Scots on 8th February 1587, who suffered the
indignity in the last few milliseconds of her life of having it disclosed she was only wearing a wig.
Our Attendance
Our table was well occupied for the meeting, with the welcome return of Vandana Setia, after an absence of five years. Joy
Nel, returning after surguary to her hip and whose job with the Smith Family takes her to Blacktown for work but finds it
convenient to come to our meetings, and Ingeborg Brown, the long-suffering wife of PE Malcolm Brown. The table looked so
full and healthy that President Barry Antees agreed it might be time to bring some speakers to meetings. Joy Nel said she
might be able to provide a student to talk to us.

Vandana
Vandana, who advised us five years ago she was to have a baby, Mansi, is back on deck. She was reminded that at the time of her leading she was president-elect of the club and that title might again be
bestowed. Daughter Mansi was born on 4th February 2016 and has done well and now going to school.
Vandana said she and husband, Nitin, were still running Ginger Indian Restaurant in Harris Park but
had sold their restaurant in Windsor. Vandana, however, had gone into business with a school friend,
Kanu, to run the Indian Craft Cottage in Kings Park, Blacktown, which sells imported crafts and furniture. Vandana, now with Mansi at school, had time on her hands and wished to resume her commitment to helping the wider community.

The Lamingtons
President Barry said the Australia Day distribution of 21,600 lamingtons to health and emergency workers throughout Sydney and the Illawarra, involving all but two clubs, had been an outstanding success.He thanked PP Keith Henning and PE
Malcolm for their assistance in getting 3,000 lamingtons in four carloads to Westmead Hospital. Barry said it was excellent
PR for Rotary, and it was good to see Rotary clubs that had suffered some “angst” in their relationships had got on; and it
had helped to forge new relationships between Rotary clubs and these various services. Rotary’s lamington distribution on
Australia Day had found a spot on WIN TV in Wollongong but we coud do better with PR and could put together a media
package. He had received letters of thanks from NSW Area Health Services.
Barry said he was looking to 21st July as “National Lamington Day” Rotary could talk to leaders of business about distribution of lamingtons and through that might get new Rotarians from the corporate sector. It could also be a fundraiser. Nobody
had taken “ownership” of a Lamaington Day so it was an oportunity for Rotary to move in. Barry said he had put out the proposal to Rotary and the initial response that we go ahead with it. “We could be Lamington Kings, not Barbecue Kings,” he
said.
Vocational Excellence Awards
Barry said that in past Pride of Workmanship Awards we had had a complication in that Parramatta Rotary Club was having
a similar awards night. There had now been agreement that the name be changed to Vocational Excellence Awards. The
awards would be set for 17th May and we would be talking to Parramatta Rotary Club on developing that. Parramatta Rotary
Club would be taking the lead and it would be handled by its past president, Conrad. Natalie Cowell has agreed to assist with
the Parramatta Club.
The District AGM
Barry said the District Conference and AGM would be held at Rydges World Square in Pitt Street, Sydney, on 19 th March. PE
Malcolm, who is RAWCS District Coordinator and has now joined the Eastern Region Board of RAWCS, said he would be
attending.

Graffiti Removal Day
President Barry said the next Graffiti Removal Day would be 28th March.
St Peter’s School
PP Keith said he was hoping to get some information back from the school in Uganda. The school had closed in March or
April last year and the school was waiting for information from the government. We had sent money to help the school when
it reopened. In March last year, we had sent money to pay the teachers.
Rotary Club of Ramon Magsaysay
PP Keith said we had also not got much information from our sister club in the Philippines. The club had sent us an application form to join in an e-conference but we did not know much about it and what the commitment expected of the participants would be.
LAMB Hospital
PP Phil Brophy, who is project for the LAMB Hospital project in Bangladesh, said the hospital had a funding need and we
had sent them some money. As to how the hospital administration spent it was up to them. We no longer had FOLIA
(Friends of LAMB in Australia) and we were funding the hospital independently.
Lebanon
President Barry said Rotary had an agreement with the NSW Department of Health to send $3 million worth of medical aid
to Beirut. Most of the money left over from the various donations and fund raising after sending $20,000 as a food aid package for the still homeless and hungry people of Beirut would go to the cost of the container and its transport. There would be
a meeting on Thursday night of those working on the project and there would be a call for volunteers to load the container at
Castle Hill. Donations to the project could be made through the RAWCS website.

An amount of $US91,000 had already gone to refurbish an obstetric s unit at St George A Rotary president was at Beirut. the
hospital and was killed Hospital, in the explosion.
Festival of Pangea

President Barry said the Festival of Pangea, a multicultural festival this year covering several local government areas in Sydney’s west, would not be going ahead. We had failed to get a $200,000 grant from the State Government and there had been
a lack of interest from other Rotary clubs. The City of Sydney Rotary Club was an exception, it had shown interest. Barry said
if he had had more time, he might have tried to get commercial support, but for the money the proposed festival was on the
backburner.
Shifting Joy
President Barry said we needed to have a working bee to clean out secretary Joy Gillett’s office at Australian Rotary Health in
Hunter Street, Parramatta. The office would be shifting premises in August to Norwest.
Christmas Trees
PP Phil said we had made just under $7,000 on our Christmas tree sales We could have made more but there was a shortage
of stock and there was increased competition. He thought we needed a backup supplier if our main supplier fell short.
The Barbecue Trailer
President Barry said our barbecue trailer was in poor condition and it would probably cost more than the trailer was worth to
repair it. We did not have much need for it now. We had not had an Australia Day barbecue this year or last year. The trailer
was due for registration in March. Barry did think it was worth it and he suggested the trailer be put on sale. If we needed a
trailer for a barbecue in the future, we could borrow one.
Club Assembly
President Barry said we should be having a club assembly on 8th March to work out a program for the following Rotary year,
in order to help PE Malcolm in his term. The question of membership would have to be addressed, and we needed to discuss
the Police Officer of the Year awards.
Poignant Pictures
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We donate 50% of profits to help build toilets because we believe access to a safe, dignified
loo is a basic human right. Thanks to our amazing community (that’s you!), we’ve been
able to donate over $8.3 million to help provide proper sanitation for the 2.3 billion people
in need. Now that’s a lot of toilets!
Visit https://au.whogivesacrap.org/
Last week they have been able to donate a total of over $2 million to our charity partners,

