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Hi All,
This week we had a visiting overseas Rotarian from Zimbabwe attend our
meeting, Nesta an incoming AG for her District. Now you may be thinking
have our international isolation been lifted. No, Nesta arrived here last year to
visit her three children and hasn't been able to get back. So Zimbabwe’s loss
has been our gain until she can finally leave. But having Nesta visit has been
a gaslight for us to remember we are an international organization with so
much work to be done not only in our country but also the plight of others. We
have reinforced this with a spontaneous fund raising within our members to
assist a Rotary Club in India where our Rotary connection was formed at Rotary International Convention with a conversation a number of years ago with
Keith Henning.
All this is timely as we have our Rotary International Convention from Taiwan
commencing on 10th June virtually and at a reduced cost with no airfares and
accommodation so why not book a seat in your lounge room, have a glass of
wine and pick and chose the sessions you want to attend.
Click here
Maybe if we get enough members registering we could watch the sessions on
Crown Hotel’s Big Screens and I am sure John Stamboulie would see that we
are well lubricated .
Finally check the events page in this newsletter we are certainly getting back
to having full calendar’s
Have a nice weekend to you all
Barry Antees
President
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Meeting 24th May 2021
Our Guest
Our guest was Past President Nesta Hatendi, from the Rotary Club of Highlands in Harare, Zimbabwe. Nesta is in training to
become an Assistant District Governor(2021/22) in District 9210 which covers Zimbabwe, Zambia, Malawi and Northern
Mozambique. She was professionally involved in international development and humanitarian work including with HelpAge
International, which works on advocacy on older persons' issues. She has been a member of Rotary for about 15 years and
lived in Australia and other countries. Her own club has 33 members and a number of RINOs (Rotarians in Name Only). It
supports four Interact clubs, one Rotaract club and community work including in water and sanitation. The club tries to ensure that children have books in schools and in hospital institutions.
The club is also involved in building classrooms in a primary school near the border. She said there are many issues in Harare, one of them being overcrowding in high-density suburbs and maintenance of amenities has fallen behind. Another area of
concern is the Covid-19 pandemic. The club sends out food parcels and supports an Old People's Home whose residents include not only Zimbabweans but migrant workers from Malawi, Mozambique and Zambia. Nesta has been a member of The
Rotary Foundation Joint Committee on Partnerships which supports Rotary's project partnership development, such as
Shelterbox International.

(Nesta and Barry)
Nesta tries to attend meetings when she can, such as online with the Rotary Club of Melbourne where one of her daughters is
living. She has attended a Rotary Club of St Ives meeting and now she is in the Parramatta area because she has a daughter
living at Merrylands. “I am pleased to be here,” she said. “I think Rotary is one of those organisations which we should agree
on supporting. The opinion is that if you start small satellite clubs, they will grow and become regular clubs.” She has been in
Australia since March last year and is attending a lot of Rotary meetings via zoom.
President Barry Antees thanked Nesta for coming and said: “We need people like you who are prepared to roll up their
sleeves and do the hard work.”
Indian Troubles
President Barry Antees said Keith had received an email from a Rotary club in India asking for help in the battle against the
covid virus. PP Keith Henning had met one of the club’s members at a conference and the club was now asking for our help.
Our club had need to assist and had raised about $1,500 which would go there. The club in India sponsored a Rotoract club.
It was in a city with five other Rotary clubs who had combined membership of 1,100.

Bree’s Happy Event
Bob Rosengreen said his daughter, Bree, would be marrying a Zimbabwean-born pilot, Bruce Haywood, in Tanzania in a civil
ceremony on Friday this week, followed by a church wedding on Saturday, the church event being watched via zoom by an
audience of 20 people in Bob’s own home in Sydney.

The event was not before time, the couple had been unable to see each other for months because of covid restrictions. Bob
and wife Glennis had visited Zimbabwe in January last year to meet Bruce’s family.
Vocational Excellence Awards
Barry said nominations for Vocational Excellence Awards had been completed, with 41 names put forward. These nominations would go to a panel of judges, who included the Lord Mayor Parramatta, Cr Bob Dwyer. The results of the judging
would be known by the middle of next week. “We look forward to seeing everyone at the awards night at the Parramatta
Leagues Club on 21st June,” Barry said. “Book your tickets. Click Here ”
Outreach to Parramatta Business
Barry said local business would be acknowledged when a finalist was announced in each category of the Vocational Excellence Awards. He said: “We now look forward to an information night for Rotary and we will push that angle. It will
strengthen links with the business community and help our membership drive. We will unite as three clubs for the occasion
and say in Parramatta you attend meeting that suit your requirements by meeting before work during work hours or after
work hours.
POOTY
Barry said the Police Officer of the Year awards event was coming up. Conrad from the Parramatta Rotary Club would work
with John Stamboulie alongside the President Elect’s Cheryl Deguara and Malcolm Brown everyone would be kept informed
on progress. We would have to “crank up the cogs” to get this thing going. Barry said the police wanted to do it again this
year. There were normally 200 at such a function though the last time we did it, it was only 100. The police were very fond of
the Parramatta RSL Club and would be happy with that as a venue.

Cycling Without Age
Barry, who is chairman of the Parramatta Chapter of Cycling Without Age, a service for elderly people, said the program had
started with the Lord Mayor of Parramatta, Cr Bob Dwyer, cutting the ribbon. The tri-bike had been imported from Denmark. It cost $18,000 and had a volunteer pilot at the back with the seats for two passengers at the front. They could sit there
and be driven through Parramatta, at present mainly on the along the Parramatta River, with a person walking or cycling in
front to ensure the way was clear. It was a service that was known to have improved the mental health and physical wellbeing of participants. It was open to people in retirement homes or any other aged person who need only google up Cycling
Without Age Parramatta and book a seat. The aim of the chapter is to increase the number of Tri-bikes as demand increases,
but it will still rely on volunteers
Poignant Pictures

The 100th Anniversary of Rotary in Australia
Barry said he had been to the 100th anniversary of Rotary Club of Sydney luncheon. It had gone very well, with 260 people
present, including the Governor-General, David Hurley, who had given “a very intimate speech about his connections with
Rotary”. The dinner also viewed a video message from Canada by Jennifer Jones, nominated as the RI president for 202223. The dinner had also raised $10,000 from the sale of a work by one of Australia’s leading artists, John Maitland.

10-16th June Virtual Rotary International Convention –Taiwan
21st June 2021 Rotary Parramatta Vocational Excellence Awards at Rydges Rosehill Click Here

27th June District Changeover at The Warwick, Warwick Farm Click Here
28th June our Club Change over-Details shortly
4th July Parramatta Club change over Rydges Rosehill
21st July National Lamington Day
1st August National Tree Planting Day
14th August RESCA (Rotary Emergency Services Community Awards
19 Sept RIWA Rotary Inspriational Women Awards

25th October 40th Anniversary Australia Rotary Health Rydges Rosehill
5th November NSW Rotary Police Officer Awards

ROTARY
WE CONNECT PEOPLE
Rotary unites more than a million
people
Together, we see a world where
people unite and take action to
create lasting change – across the
globe, in our communities, and in
ourselves.

WE TRANSFORM COMMUNITIES
We take action locally and globally
Each day, our members pour their
passion, integrity, and intelligence
into completing projects that have
a lasting impact. We persevere
until we deliver real, lasting solutions.

We donate 50% of profits to help build toilets because we believe access to a safe, dignified
loo is a basic human right. Thanks to our amazing community (that’s you!), we’ve been
able to donate over $8.3 million to help provide proper sanitation for the 2.3 billion people
in need. Now that’s a lot of toilets!
Visit https://au.whogivesacrap.org/
Last week they have been able to donate a total of over $2 million to our charity partners,

