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At our next meeting we will have our District Governor Warwick Richardson 
joining us  and keeping us updated on how Rotary Opens Opportunities and  
how  the District is going in the Rotary world. 

It is now time to start thinking about attending our District’s Conference on 19-
21 march 2021 at the SMC Conference Centre in Goulburn Street, Sydney  
its’ close to rail transport and  you are able to travel to home after hearing 
some tremendous speakers and networking with others Rotarians. For the 
early bird discount of $195 (ends 31 October 2020).  So book in now and save 
$$$$ click HERE 

In regard to the Beirut Disaster fund raising our cash funding has reached 
$25,000 without much publicity so I hope you can be supportive and push out 
the information on page 5 of this newsletter and I will report each week on 
your endeavours. Natalie Cowell is working with a Lebanese Restaurant 
where the club will host a dinner, so start thinking about who you will ask to 
join you on the night. 

If you want to know further information please contact myself or Natalie. 

We have received an invitation from the Rotary club of Parramatta to attend a 
Comedy for a cause 24th October 2020 at Rooty Hill, funds raised are for Ro-
tary end Polio campaign if you would like to attend, please book directly. 

Keith Henning is running the City to Surf with a difference this year being 
tracked by an app and  doing a 14K course he has devised himself, make a 
donation to Keith’s effort and he will match your donation $ for $. Details page 
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Have a great week 

Barry Antees 

President 
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12th October 2020 

Our Toast 

PP Keith Henning proposed a toast to the Rotary Club of Modena, Italy, where the opera lumina Luciano Pavarotti was born 

on 12th October, 1935, sharing the date, though not the year, of his birth which such notables as athlete Marion Jones, actor 

Hugh Jackman and composer Vaughan Williams. 

Membership 

President Barry Antees said apologies had been received from the club secretary, Joy Gillett, PP John Stamboulie and Rtn 

Joy Nel. PP Malcolm said that there were five members at the meeting, which he did not think was good enough. Being the 

incoming president in 2021, he was going to propose that the club revert to weekly meetings. He said that the fortnightly 

meeting model meant that with a fifth Monday in the month there was a three-week gap anyway. If a member missed a meet-

ing, there would be a month or more before his or her appearance. If there was a public holiday or a second missed meeting, 

it could be anything up to two months before member was exposed to a meeting. Some members would get used to missing 

meetings and would not bother to turn up when one was due. 

  Malcolm said that if turning up to a meeting was such a burden, why belong to Rotary at all? He said the principal focus of a 

Rotary club should be the meetings and fellowship, and service, though very important, was a by-product of that. If a mem-

ber had work commitments or some other reason for not being present one day, the member could turn up to the meeting 

the following week, which was far more satisfactory. It meant that there would be a better tempo and more activity and ad-

vertising could be done telling the Parramatta business community that it might be a good idea to attend a Rotary meeting 

on at lunchtime every Monday, bar public holidays. 

Cycling Without Age 

Barry said he had joined the newly-formed Parramatta Chapter of Cycling Without Age as their Chairman, which had or-

dered its first tricycle. The tricycle as scheduled to arrive in February. Rotary in Parramatta was assisting in the development 

of the service for the aged and disabled in Parramatta, Rotary would try to bring the organisations likeNorthcott Society into 

the scheme and develop a relationships within the aged care facilities in such as the one in Guildford where our member, 

Elaine McRory, was involved. 

The Passport Rotary Club 

Barry said he would be attending a meeting the following night of a Passport Rotary Club in Sutherland, the club being 

formed o the basis that members could become involved in projects run by other Rotary clubs and get credit on their record 

for the hours they had put in on those projects. 

Food Distribution 

PP Keith said he and Malcolm would continue to be involved in the distribution of food for disadvantaged students. Rtn Bob 

Rosengreen said that if another wave of the covid virus struck, there might be a greater call for food distribution because 

some people, particularly the elderly, might be afraid to go into crowded supermarkets because of fear of contracting the vi-

rus. Bob said that our service could be advertised more widely in the community and if people did not want to become active-

ly involved, they could make a financial contribution. 

The Rotary Club of Ramon Magsaysay 

 Keith said that our sister club in the Philippines had been in touch saying they had obtained a photocopier for delivery to 

one of the schools, which would enable teachers to send out lessons for student to study at home during the pandemic. The 

machine had been delivered, along with papers, face shields and masks. The club had also participated in the World Rabies 

Day and had supported the immunisation of cats and dogs. Bob said that in the Philippines, the Barangay system was effec-

tive, in that community leaders were elected, and that in the event of that leader becoming unavailable another would take 

over. The system had been very effective in keeping the community together, both in the provinces and in the metropolitan 

area, in difficult times. 



 

 

  St Peter’s School 

Keith said he had been in touch with the St Peter’s School in Northern Uganda, which was one of the club’s RAWCS projects. 

The school had reopened for some students but the covid virus was still having a series effect.  

World Polio Day 

Keith said that World Polio Day would be on Saturday, 24th October, and that on the Friday before, there would be a train ride 

by R9otarians to raise money for the polio campaign, the train ride would start at Cronulla at 4 am but Rotarians could join at 

any point along with t way, including Parramatta Station at 8.39 am. They were intended to have to sponsorship where a cer-

tain amount was pledged pers station and clubs could sponsor at member to the tune of $10 per station. Malcolm, who is dis-

trict coordinator for RAM, said he would be jo0ining the ride. 

Inspirational Women’s Award 

 Keith said that the annual Rotary Inspirational Women’s Award was to be made this year. He had nominated someone for it. 

Malcolm said he had taken on the task of writing profiles for the 24 women who were on the list to receive the award. 

The Comedy Night 

 Barry said a Comedy Night in aid of World Polio Day was being held at Rooty Hill on Saturday night, 24th October. It was be-

ing organised by the Parramatta Rotary Club, beginning at 7pm. Malcolm said he and his wife were going. Barry said he hoped 

more members would register to go so that he could organise a table. 

Beirut 

Barry said that $23,000 had now been raised for the relief of suffering in Beirut, coming mainly from the business community. 

RAWCS was raising the money. The project had now received a global grant from the District Designated Fund so the needs of 

the Beirut Hospital looked as though they were being met. It was now a matter of deciding whether the money raised should 

go to another hospital or, with winter approaching, it should be dedicated to providing food and shelter. A request had been 

put out for every Rotary club in Australia to donate $100, which had the potential to raise another $100,000. Natalie Cowell 

was organising a fund-raising night our own club could hold at a Lebanese restaurant. 

Christmas Trees 

 PP Phil Brophy said he had 

told the scouts that things 

were tight this year and we 

could only afford to give 

them 25 free trees. We would 

be looking to get an electron-

ic display sign to be put up 

three weeks prior to the be-

ginning of the sales. The sign 

Keith Stapley had was being 

used elsewhere and the cost 

of getting one from Coates 

Hire was $1,227 for 10 days. 

The question was whether we 

could make up that cost in 

the extra business the sign 

would generate. We did not 

have to decide now but 

would have to make a deci-

sion later. 



 

 

City to Surf 

Hi friends, 

I am taking part in the City to Surf Virtual Fun Run on Sunday 18th October. This will be 

my final fundraising effort in this event – and possibly my last year of participation. 

This year, instead of going from the City to Bondi, I will travel 14kms through the streets of Telopea, 

Oatlands and Carlingford, and on a bush track beside Vineyard Creek, from Kissing Point Rd 

Telopea to its source. I expect to do this alone. Quite a different experience to past years, when I 

was one of thousands who went from Sydney to Bondi. 

I will be supplied a phone app which will track my efforts on the day. It will automatically stop 

tracking me when I hit 14kms and submit my result. 

I'm inspired by the work of Australian Rotary Health and, as in past years, want to support them by 

raising money to fund Indigenous Health Scholarships. 

An Indigenous Heath Scholarship supports a student to undertake training in medicine, nursing, 

physiotherapy, psychology, dentistry and other health related degrees at university. Please help me 

help them by giving whatever you can using the 'Give Now' button on the following link https://

city2surf2020.everydayhero.com/au/keith-henning 

I WILL MATCH THE AMOUNT OF MONEY GIVEN ON THIS PAGE. (up to $10,000) 

The more people that know about Australian Rotary Health, the greater their impact, so please also 

spread the word by sharing my page with your friends and family. Thank you in advance for your 

generosity, it means a lot! 

Yours in Rotary Service                                                                                  

  

Keith Henning OAM 

PP Rotary Club of Parramatta City 

  

https://city2surf2020.everydayhero.com/au/keith-henning
https://city2surf2020.everydayhero.com/au/keith-henning


 

 

 

Prior to the 4th August 2020 the people of Lebanon were facing an economic crisis as well as Covid. The blast took out the commer-

cial port of Beirut, causing the death of 191 people and injuring over 6,500 with 300,000 homeless. The area of the explosion dam-

aged/destroyed five hospitals, countless schools and commercial and residential buildings, there are critical short and long term prob-

lems to overcome. 

The Lebanese people are known for their welcoming and friendly nature and have been arrivals to our country for over 140 

years bringing a richness of cultural diversity. They have supported Australia through wars and natural disasters and as 

their families have melded into the fabric of our society, so we can feel for the people of Beirut. Please donate to our Club’s 

http://www.rawcs.org.au/


 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

ROTARY  

WE CONNECT PEOPLE 

Rotary unites more than a million 
people 

Together, we see a world where 

people unite and take action to 

create lasting change – across the 

globe, in our communities, and in 

ourselves. 

WE TRANSFORM COMMUNI-
TIES 

We take action locally and globally 

Each day, our members pour their 

passion, integrity, and intelligence 

into completing projects that have 

a lasting impact. We persevere 

until we deliver real, lasting solu-

tions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

We donate 50% of profits to help build toilets because we believe access to a safe, dignified 
loo is a basic human right. Thanks to our amazing community (that’s you!), we’ve been 
able to donate over $8.3 million to help provide proper sanitation for the 2.3 billion people 
in need. Now that’s a lot of toilets!  

Visit https://au.whogivesacrap.org/  

Last week they have been able to donate a total of over $2 million to our charity partners,  

https://au.whogivesacrap.org/

