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It was a pleasure to have at our meeting this week District Governor Warwick 
Richardson, along with our Assistant Governor Chris Bennecke via zoom to 
bring us up to date with District and world of Rotary, one of the items brought 
to our attention was the addition of 7th area of focus being the environment 
and sustainability. Our District is one step ahead with it’s second online con-
ference  (see page 8) , I enjoyed the first conference and they are getting 
world attention with bookings coming from overseas as well as Australia. So 
register for free and enjoy and learn. 

 

Warwick also brought to our attention that It is about time to start thinking 
about attending our District’s Conference on 19-21 march 2021 at the SMC 
Conference Centre in Goulburn Street, Sydney  its’ close to rail transport and  
you are able to travel to home after hearing some tremendous speakers and 
networking with others Rotarians. For the early bird discount of $195 (ends 31 
October 2020).  So book in now and save $$$$ click HERE 

In regard to the Beirut Disaster fund raising our cash funding has reached 
$35,000 with clubs starting to contribute so I hope you can be supportive and 
push out the information on page 7 of this newsletter and I will report each 
week on your endeavours. Natalie Cowell is working with a Lebanese Restau-
rant where the club will host a dinner, so start thinking about who you will ask 
to join you on the night. 

If you want to know further information please contact myself or Natalie. 

Keith spoke at the meeting this week on his great effort with the 2020 version 
of the City to Surf event covering 14km see page 6 through Keith’s vision and 
generous offer to match $ for $ donated he will be giving to Australian Rotary 
Health $15,000 which in turn will be enough to put 6 indigenous scholars for 
one year after matching by ARH. 

Christmas tree roster is being spread about to the members past and current 
and I ask that you rostered  yourself on as much as possible so that we can 
raise funds to our causes we support. 

 

    

Have a great week 

Barry Antees 

President 
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26th October 2020 

Our Toast 

PP Keith Henning proposed a toast to the Rotary Club of Catalina, in Tucson, Arizona, USA. Near where possibly the most 

famous gunfight in the history of America’s Wild West occurred, on 26th October 181, the Gunfight at the OK Corral. October 

26 is the day in 1958 when the Boeing 707 entered service for the first time, with Pan Am, and it was the day in 1977 that he 

last naturally occurring case of indigenous smallpox was diagnosed, in Merca, Somalia. 

Our Guests 

Our guest was Mihir Sanjanwala, who migrated from India in 2013. Mihir said: “Parramatta was the first place I came to and 

I fell in love with the place. I have never been anywhere else. I love the people and I love the community.” Mihir, a financial 

planner, said he was interested in giving something back to the community. Also present, via zoom, were the District Gover-

nor, Warwick Richardson, and the Assistant DG, Chris Bennecke, who had organised the link. 

 

(Mihir Sanjanwala) 

Christmas Trees 

Secretary Joy Gillett said she had been inquiring about a contract to deliver 5,000 pamphlets to homes, advertising our 

Christmas tree sales. The company she approached had said it could do it, but the price had risen from $500 to $800. The 

matter was now under consideration. 

St Peter’ School 

PP Keith Henning said the school, close in March because of the coronavirus, was still closed and not likely to open till next 

year. Before the school reopened, it would have to be equipped with anti-covid 19, including foot-operated handwashing 

buckets, handwashing soap and temperature guns, the total cost coming to between $2,500 and $3,000. But the school was 

penniless, without even the money to pay the teaches. Keith said he was waiting for more information to get back to them. 

 



 

 

  Keith City-to-Surf 

Keith said he had completed his virtual City-to-Surf to raise money for Australian Rotary Health, the money then to go to In-

digenous Health Scholars. Keith had raised a net $7,352 and because he had undertaken to match the total grant with a contri-

bution of his own, that brought the total of just under $15,000. His golf club at Oatlands had contributed half and the Rotary 

club the other half. PP John Stamboulie said he would give Keith the remaining $148 to bring his total to $7,500 so he could 

end up with round figures. Keith said that each student represented expenditure of $5,000 a year, and the government paid 

half of that. So, with the money he raised, it would be possible to provide six scholarships. 

The World Polio Day Train Ride 

PPs Malcolm Brown and Keith met at Parramatta station during the World Polio Day train ride on Friday, 23rd October. The 

group, including Mark Anderson, of RI International, had started much earlier int he day, at Cronulla at 4 am. Malcolm pre-

ferred the more gentlemanly time of 8.39 am at Parramatta and Keith, who did not actually get on the train, was more gentle-

manly still. President Barry Antees attended a flag raising and also attended the ride. Mark said the incidence of polio was re-

stricted now to Afghanistan and Pakistan and an agreement had been reached with the Taliban to allow vaccination teams to 

work uninterrupted in the region. Malcolm’s trip, which included a diversion because of failed signals, took him, to Emu 

Plains. He left the trip when the train returned to Parramatta. 

 

(PPs Malcolm and Keith at Parramatta Station) 

 DG Warwick Richardson said that Mark had been “over the moon” in our district’s response to the World Polio Day Train 

Ride and hopefully in the ride next year, when it was hoped the pandemic would be over, there would be more people on the 

transport. It was a successful day. He had been handed $50,000. The world campaign had been very successful. On 27th Au-

gust, Africa had been declared polio-free, and Rotarians should give themselves a collective pat on the bat for the progress. 

There had. Sadly, been a slowdown in progress in tackling the remaining areas of infection because of the pandemic and there 

had been an increase and there were now 103 new cases reported. 

 

 

 



 

 

  The Comedy Night 

PP Malcolm attended the Comedy Night at West HQ, formerly the Rooty Hill RSL Club, on Saturday night, 24th October. He 

said the night attracted about 50 people, there was a series of stand-up comedians, Parramatta Rotary Club, which had organ-

ised the event, was pleased with the result. Its president, Paula Jesse, said more than $3,000 was raised to assist in the fight 

against poio.th against polio. 

The Beirut Crisis 

President Barry said the club was intending to hold a fundraising night for relief of Beirut on 23rd November. PP Natalia Cow-

ell was organising it. It was intended to be held at the Sahara By the River restaurant in Phillip Street, Parramatta. It was 

hoped Lebanese friends would be invited and there should be enough support. Natalie had called for expressions of interest 

from the five surrounding Rotary clubs. 

Warwick Richardson 

 

----Congratulations to Our Club 

Warwick congratulated our club on the way it had provided sustenance for inter-

national students stranded by the pandemic. It would be great to do more, he said, 

but club funds were a bit stretched. He said President Barry was right on the spot 

with his campaign for relief of the traumatised people of Beirut. He hoped there 

would be wider support from the district. Warwick hoed there would be more 

ARH health students. He knew that RAWCS was going to start another scholar-

ship with ARH. He hoped everything would work out in the Festival of Pangea, a 

multicultural festival to occur in western Sydney next year, organised by our club. 

----Centenary of Rotary in Australia 

  Warwick said that the National Committee for the Centenary of Rotary in Aus-

tralia would like to “role out a series of events” next year, which was the centenary 

of the founding of the first Rotary club in Australia, that being the Rotary Club of 

Melbourne, closely followed by the Rotary Club of Sydney. The Rotary Club of 

Sydney would do a celebration on 17th May. Each club was encouraged to participate in the national celebration. In the next 

two years, two other clubs would, like Sydney, celebrate the centenary of their own beginnings. Warwick said that to celebrate, 

clubs could do innovative things like giving 100 blankets to the homeless. The year would be a special landmark, and Rotary 

did not do enough to adverse what it was doing, instead just moving onto the next project. Barry Antees said that in the graffiti 

drive next year, Rotarians might plant 100 trees to further beautify the areas they cleaned up. 

----Rotary in Cyberspace 

Warwick said Rotary many meetings had been conducted by zoom during the pandemic. It was hardly ideal but was a good 

way to keep people informed. He would like to see more members involved in the district website, which was a very useful re-

source. It was open to members to put their own items on, including the projects they were running. Through a link, members 

could get into the RI website.  and explore the “tangled web” that was there. The district website was set up as a complemen-

tary learning facility. “You go face-to-face,” he said. “When covid came in, we stepped it up and put it on on-line learning. This 

has been shared with other districts. 

 

 



 

 

  ----The 2021 District Conference 

Warwick said the next district conference would be held at the Masonic Club in Sydney from Friday, 21st March, to Sunday, 

23rd March, 2021. There would be some interesting speakers, though those overseas would have to do it via video link. There 

would be a limit of 300 people for the venue. For the Saturday night dinner, there would have to be two venues, the other be-

ing at the Australia Square Tower. Rotarians were encouraged to register for the event. There would be Very Early Bird tickets 

available until 31 October at $195, then Early Bird tickets are between 1 November and 15 January 2021 at $235. After that full 

registration tickets would be $275. 

---The Environment and Membership 

Warwick said he had made a lot of changes this year. “It is just something we have evolved if we are going to survive,” he said. 

He said one area of present and future focus for our Rotary Area and in that, our district had got “a bit of a jump” in forming 

Environmental Peace Committee in May. Environmental issues attracted young people. should be environmental strategy. The 

district had had had had “beach clean-up” days in which young people had participated. “We had about 20 non-Rotarians and 

from that we got two or three members,” he said. Environmental and climate change became “another took we can use for 

membership”.  

---Bushfire Relief 

Warwick said that some  

money raised for bushfire relief following last year’s fires was still available and clubs could make application for a grant to 

help communities in their continuing recovery process. 

---The Rotary Foundation 

Warwick said that Rotary Foundation was not getting the support it needed. This year, the foundation was limited in the mon-

ey it could give out in grants. There had been “quite a few” clubs asking for more than one grant but because of financial re-

strictions, grants had to be limited to one per application. Three years ago, funds had been low, with the funds at only 50 pe3r-

cent of the normal amount, and this year the funding reflected that. He encouraged every club to give to the foundation, even if 

it were as little as $500.  

Poignant Pictures 

 



 

 

City to Surf 

Hi Friends, 
  
WOW! What a result. Again, my heartfelt thanks for your wonderful support. 
  
As a result of my run/walk, donations totaling $7741 were raised on the website, gifts from you and 
other friends. Quite amazing, and I’m so grateful to you for your contribution. 
  
As I promised to match these donations, the total net amount received by Australian Rotary Health 
will be over $15,000. This is the net amount, after costs of the ‘everydayhero’ website are deduct-
ed. 
  
With matching funds from Australian Government sources, Australian Rotary Health will be able to 
offer 6 Indigenous Health scholarships for 1 year, each with a value of $5,000 to the recipient. 
  
In 2019, when about $6,800 was raised on the website, the scholarship winner was a 3rd year 
medical student studying at University of Newcastle. This student, subject to satisfactory results, 
will received further funding for the following 3 years. 
  
The next round of scholarship awards will take place in March/April 2021. I will contact you then to 
advise details of the award made as a result of the 2020 City2Surf proceeds. 
  
Once again, many thanks for your generous contribution. 
  
Yours in Rotary, 
  
Keith Henning OAM 
Director International Service & Rotary Foundation Chairman  



 

 

 

Prior to the 4th August 2020 the people of Lebanon were facing an economic crisis as well as Covid. The blast took out the commer-

cial port of Beirut, causing the death of 191 people and injuring over 6,500 with 300,000 homeless. The area of the explosion dam-

aged/destroyed five hospitals, countless schools and commercial and residential buildings, there are critical short and long term prob-

lems to overcome. 

The Lebanese people are known for their welcoming and friendly nature and have been arrivals to our country for over 140 

years bringing a richness of cultural diversity. They have supported Australia through wars and natural disasters and as 

their families have melded into the fabric of our society, so we can feel for the people of Beirut. Please donate to our Club’s 

http://www.rawcs.org.au/


 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

ROTARY  

WE CONNECT PEOPLE 

Rotary unites more than a million 
people 

Together, we see a world where 

people unite and take action to 

create lasting change – across the 

globe, in our communities, and in 

ourselves. 

WE TRANSFORM COMMUNI-
TIES 

We take action locally and globally 

Each day, our members pour their 

passion, integrity, and intelligence 

into completing projects that have 

a lasting impact. We persevere 

until we deliver real, lasting solu-

tions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

We donate 50% of profits to help build toilets because we believe access to a safe, dignified 
loo is a basic human right. Thanks to our amazing community (that’s you!), we’ve been 
able to donate over $8.3 million to help provide proper sanitation for the 2.3 billion people 
in need. Now that’s a lot of toilets!  

Visit https://au.whogivesacrap.org/  

Last week they have been able to donate a total of over $2 million to our charity partners,  

https://au.whogivesacrap.org/

