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President Report
The Prologue
We’re finishing the year on a real note of optimism. We are looking forward
to a relaunching of our club to have meetings more suited to the schedules of
busy working people, choosing a twilight time that enables people in normal
work hours to get out of work, have a meeting and go home without having to
sacrifice the whole night. We hope to get the Parramatta business a community and the council on board, and to become established at a time of unparalleled growth and development in Parramatta. At present, the numbers attending the meetings at lunchtimes on Monday are really not good enough to
have a strong, viable club but we have a core of dedicated individuals. There
is potential, as Ajit Lamba points out, for an outreach to the Indian community. As far as a subject for discussion or entertainment is concerned, each
member could put together a special presentation. I did one myself from my
rather idiosyncratic life at the last meeting.
In the presentation night, we paid tribute to the years of service of Joy Gillett, Phillip Brophy and Barry Antees, who have anchored the club for so
many years and continue to be the Rocks of Gibraltar now. It was a great
night, with great spirit, and I am sure we can build on that. We also look forward to another successful Christmas tree sales period, beginning Saturday,
4th December, where we generate the funds, principally now to go to the Food
Ladder project at a venue to be decided. The country needs to climb out of
the period of drought, bushfire, flood and covid and it will be helped along by
the positive, progressive efforts of Rotary.
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President Malcolm Brown, Past Presidents Barry Antees, Keith Henning and Bob Rosengreen, Secretary Joy Gillett and Rotarians John Stamboulie and Joy Nel. Apology from Aji t Lamba.

Our Toast
PP Keith Henning proposed a toast to the Rotary Club of Cebu Fuento in the Philippines. He said that in 2003, our club provided a matching grant to that club which was setting up a centre of autistic children. The total cost of the centre was $US9,300.
Our club sent $US2,200, our district $US1,000, their district $US2,000 and the Rotary Foundation $US4,000. The club continues to this day with 32 members.
Christmas Trees
PP Phil Brophy said the supplier had assured him the trees would be available for sale from 4 th December and would be bigger
depending on what warm weather we were getting now. Pity about the rain. PP Barry Antees said he had information that tree
stands were available at their Christmas tree sales on the central cost, selling the trees at $80 each. But there remains some
doubt about the availability of stands to us. The club will be selling raffle tickets at the sales, the prize being a Christmas hamper. PP Phil said there was a need to adopt proper covid protocols at the sales, which included wiping down each pen after use
by customers in filling out their details on raffle ticket butts. There would have to be a QR code available and there would need
to be hand-sanitiser.
Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment (RYPEN)
Joy Nel said the Smith Family could provide a student to take advantage of RYPEN next year. PP Barry said there was a very
profitable relationship with the Smith Family. This would help Rotary but putting more people into RYPEN. “There is an underlying message for us as Rotary clubs,” he said. “It will give us the ability to go from 40 to 60 students to 120 students every six
months as we did long ago. “
Australia Day Celebrations
PP Barry said he had had worked with Cathy Mason from District about Australia Day celebrations next year. We would not be
doing a repeat of the Lamingtons handout last year. Instead, we would focus on revegetation after the bushfire disaster. To that
end, we would be erecting an artificial tree in five Bunnings sites across the district, each with saplings available for “adoption”.
For a fee of $5, people could adopt a tree, which would be taken away and planted in a burnt out-region, under supervision of a
trained arborist, and people who adopted the trees would be sent information and be invited to the area in which their adopted
tree was to be planted. But people would get adoption certificates and they would know the area it could be found. He said the
program would be promoted through social media. The message would be put out that we were “greening Australia”. It was
hoped that we would be able to place 10,000 trees. As for the local communities in the afflicted regions, Rotary clubs should be
encouraged to “Adopt a Town”, he said, which meant club members could visit the town and spend up in order to stimulate its
economy.
Our Philippines Connection

PP Keith said he had received correspondents from former members of our sister club, the Rotary Club of Ramon Magsaysay,
saying they were continuing with a project off their own bat.

Malcolm’s Nuptials
PP Malcolm said that it was a bit awkward to have an important guest coming to speak to just seven members but if we were
stuck for someone to say something, we could go along with the notion of someone in the club telling a personal story. We all
have a good story in us. He led off with how he met his wife, Ingeborg. Malcolm said he had been unlucky trying to form any relationship with any woman, with women he had approached over the years all telling him to go away. At 30 years of age, he decided
to try to the introduction system, thinking he might meet a woman who perhaps had had some problem herself a divorcee perhaps, or someone with some sort of problem. He first went to an agency in Parramatta, but when he said he was university graduate, the agent told him to go away, they did not deal with people further up the social pecking order as she presumed he was. She
asked him to go into the office “in town”. He did so but as he was going up the stairs, he heard a blazing row going on inside, So,
he turned around and left.
Malcolm turned to an introduction agency run by a professional psychologist. He sat down to fill out a questionnaire
about what sort of woman he was looking for, such as what
interests she might have, like dancing? That sort of thing.
Then he came to a question asking which sex he would like to
be matched with. He asked what that was about and the psychologist said they had a gay clientele as well. Malcolm said:
“Well, suppose I ticked the wrong box?” He completed the
questionnaire and the following day got a call saying the
agency had found a woman for him: “Her divorce is not
through yet….” That was how it began. Then it transpired she
had changed her address and telephone number because her
husband was giving her “a hard time”. Malcolm decided he
did not want to enter into all that. At that moment, he saw
an ad for another agency in The Australian, so he rang and
made an appointment.
Keeping the appointment in North Sydney, Malcolm was
informed that for one-tenth of his annual income he could be
guaranteed a proper match and the agency would try 10
times. If after that he had not found his match, the agency
had done its best. Malcolm decided to invest. It was “risk
capital”. The agent said he know of one woman, a “German
girl who would just be right for you!” Through that, Malcolm
met Ingeborg Elisabeth Friederike Koch, born Germany
1954, migrated 1958, grew up in the Blue Mountains, sailed
through Economic s degree at Sydney University and was a
financial analyst. She was more than six years younger that
Malcom but he decided that was neither here nor there. Malcolm took her to lunch. He said this was “an auspicious occasion”, to which she said she thought it was “a suspicious occasion”. They both laughed and from that moment never
looked back. He realised that, against the odds, he had found
his princess. He courted Ingeborg for three months then became engaged. They married in April 1978 and went on to
live a happy married life, with three children and at present
four grandchildren and all is well.

Meeting closed.
Malcolm and Ingeborg Brown, wedding day 1978

Our Stalwarts
Our club had a most successful function at John Stamboulie’s Crown Hotel in Church Street, Parramatta, on Tuesday night, 23 rd
November. Joy Gillette receive3d her citation from the RI president, Shekhar Mehta, for 30 years membership of Rotary and PPs
Phillip Brophy and Barry Antees for 20 years, both also signed by. Shekhar Mehta. Present on the night were Ian Goldthorpe and
Warren Fairfax from Parramatta Daybreak Rotary and Maggie Thorn from Parramatta Rotary. From our club were PP Barry
Antees, PP Phil Brophy and wife Helen, President Malcolm Brown and wife Ingeborg, PP Keith Henning, PP Bob Rosengreen,
John and Felicity Stamboulie, Ajit Lamba and PP Joy Gillett. President Malcolm read out the citations and introduced the awardees.
Joy Gillett, born Patricia Joy Gillett, in Melbourne at some time in the 1950s, youngest to of seven children, moved to Sydney at
the age of five and settled in the western suburbs. She began working at an insurance company but was dissatisfied and after six months took up a potion with Rotary Down Under in Newtown, beginning a Rotary career which would continue
since. She became officer manager of Rotary Down Under and then took up the role
of general manager of Australian Rotary Health, from which she was promoted to
CEO. Joy joined the Rotary Club of Parramatta City 30 years ago and served as
president in 1996/97, club se3cretary and treasurer many times over as well as
most portfolios on the board. She also served on several Rotary District committees, including that of District Chair of RYLA for several years. She is very proud of
the club and proud to be a Rotarian and considers herself “extremely lucky to be
working for Rotary. Joy has been married and had two children, Ben and Amanda,
and a grandchild, Samuel, aged 12. She has a very strong love of netball and has
voluntarily served as president of Penrith Netball Association – one of the largest in
New South Wales, and chairs the Panthers Premier League Netball, which she has
done for many years. She lives in Glenmore Park and is a proud supporter of the
Panthers Rugby League team.

Phil Brophy has been a member of the Rotary Club of Parramatta City for 20 years. He joined the club not long after coming to
Parramatta as a solicitor. David Ross invited him to an evening
function on the balcony of Barnaby’s and Bob Rosengreen in particular was very friendly and made sure he was looked after. The years
rolled on, as they tend to do, and he was served as a director of
most if not all the portfolios. He has also served twice as president.
Phil has found the community service portfolio the one he enjoyed
most – this has resulted in him being heavily involved in the annual
Christmas tree sales for manty years. His philosophy as a Rotarian
is simple: do what you can, and don’t run around trying to everything as you will burn yourself out. As president, he strove to make
the club meetings lively and interviewing and to focus of the club,
which was giving on the many wonderful Rotary causes. (In other
words, let outer charities paddle this own canoe). “Along the way, I
have met some wonderful people, many of whom were present here
tonight, “ he said

Barry Antees joined Parramatta City 20 years and pointed out that the same as his induction 12 other new members were inducted including Phillip Brophy. Barry recalled that being a
President is always acknowledged by all as one of the best times
in all of the positions a member can have. Being elected to serve
in the Centennial year of Rotary 2004-2005 and attending the
Rotary Convention in Chicago was many of the highlights as
well travelling to Manilla with Keith Henning & Bob Rosengreen
to sign the official Sister Club agreement with Rotary club of
Ramon Magsaysay as well attend their Charter Night. But along
with the ceremonial things one does, there are some serious and
worthwhile assignments we do. The club received a letter from a
mother pleading for assistance to extend the life of her son suffering from cerebral palsy who needed a ball inserted into his
chest cavity to open up his lungs due to body constricting, if successful we could extend his life by a further two years. Not
knowing who the sender was I advised our members that I
would have a discussion with Northcott to see if they new where
we could get assistance for the young man. Northcott did not
have the resources but suggested I call a private businessman
who assisted them from time to time. Once I explained the situation, he said if Rotary is involved I will send the cheque for
$15,000 today and he did. I retrieve the letter that the mother
had sent and who had obviously sent the same letter to a number of clubs as you would only to see that it was from a former
neighbour of mine. The operation went ahead and the young
man’s life ended up being extended by 5 years and he reached
his 21st birthday. I attended the funeral and the family thanked
Rotary for giving them more time with their son. To finish on a
more cheerful note Barry spoke of the club attending District
Conferences and the good times they had particularly with the
dinners having a theme dress and how he used some incentives
as every attendee receiving a bottle of Parramatta Grange.
The final quote of the night was from Mohammad Ali
“Service to others is the rent you pay for your room
here on earth.”

4th December The Gatsby High Tea Rydges Rosehill organized by Parramatta Club
13th December Christmas Lunch at Novotel 12.30
13th December Barefoot bowls at the Hills Club organized by Parramatta Club
4 & 5th Christmas Tree sales
10th-12th Christmas Tree Sales
17th-9th Christmas Tree Sales (until sold out)
25-26 Australia Day
7th February 40th Anniversary Australia Rotary Health Rydges Rosehill
21st June 50th Anniversary of Parramatta City Rotary-at Crown Hotel, Church Street

ROTARY
WE CONNECT PEOPLE
Rotary unites more than a million
people
Together, we see a world where
people unite and take action to
create lasting change – across the
globe, in our communities, and in
ourselves.

WE TRANSFORM COMMUNITIES
We take action locally and globally
Each day, our members pour their
passion, integrity, and intelligence
into completing projects that have
a lasting impact. We persevere
until we deliver real, lasting solutions.

We donate 50% of profits to help build toilets because we believe access to a safe, dignified
loo is a basic human right. Thanks to our amazing community (that’s you!), we’ve been
able to donate over $8.3 million to help provide proper sanitation for the 2.3 billion people
in need. Now that’s a lot of toilets!
Visit https://au.whogivesacrap.org/
Last week they have been able to donate a total of over $2 million to our charity partners,

