
 

 

                 Rotary Connects…….the World 

 December 15th, 2021 Rotary Club of Parramatta City 

President Report 

The club has completed another successful year, punching well above its 

weight, as recognised by the awards we have received, described below. The 

Christmas tree sales, similarly, have been done successfully despite our tiny 

numbers, the operation being administered in his normal efficient way by PP 

Phil Brophy. We are in for a big upheaval in the new year, with a revamping 

of the club, launching it as an evening club and hopefully attracting wider 

support in the business community and at council level. We also commemo-

rate 50 years of the club’s existence and hope to announce a Food Ladder 

project at a place yet to be decided. Next year we also celebrate 40 years of 

Australian Rotary Health, which has an important connection with our club, 

through the indefatigable Joy Gillett. Though Rotary membership is down 

from 10 years ago, as also described in this bulletin, Parramatta with its huge 

spurt in growth should surely be a good recruiting ground for Rotarians. The 

proposed 5.30 pm weekday start of the meeting means that a person can ex-

pect to knock off work, spend an hour or so with Rotary and get home in time 

to enjoy the rest of the evening. With regards to recruiting, we have the inex-

haustible energy and salesmanship of our Past District Governor and Past 

President Barry Antees. 

  The other issue the district is likely to confront in the new year is commit-

ment to the Uluru Statement, which at present has the commitment of our 

club, together with the Rotary Clubs of Sydney and Sydney Cove. My view, 

after having touched on Aboriginal affairs throughout my journalistic career, 

is that the serious hurdle, apart from attitudes in the general community, is 

the attitude of the Aboriginal people themselves. Though they have inspired 

leaders and there are inspired individuals making progress, the bulk of Abo-

riginal population remains in a demoralised state, reflected in an incarcera-

tion state far out of proportion to their numbers. Recognition in the Constitu-

tion, an independent voice in government, and perhaps a treaty, would con-

tribute vastly to redressing that problem. Our DG, Jeremy Wright, is in fa-

vour of it, but needs to get many more clubs to make a commitment before 

the district can commit. There would need to be a referendum. Referenda are 

notoriously hard to get through, and there is likely to be opposition to the 

elevation of the Aboriginal people in this way, but if Rotary in the district, 

and perhaps the rest of Australia, supports it, there is likely to be successful. 

 Wishing you well for Christmas and a happy New Year. 

 

 

President Malcolm Brown 
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Meeting 13th December 2021 

Our Toast 

Keith Henning proposed a toast to the Rotary Club of Jerusalem and left it to club members to figure out the significance of the 

place. 

Christmas Tree Sales 

Report back to the club is that Christmas tree sales at the Castle Hill Road site are going well and that at the end of the weekend 

trading there were 29 trees left. The club decided to purchase another 30 trees to see us through the three remaining selling 

days starting on Friday this week. 

Adopt-a-Tree 

PP Barry Antees said the district had a district-wide project to set up three-metre artificial trees in Bunnings sites in the metro-

politan area. The artificial trees would each have saplings embedded in them and the public would be invited to “Adopt a Tree’ 

for the cost of $5, for which they would get an Adoption Certificate and would be kept in touch with what happened to the sap-

ling. The saplings are to be planted in bushfire-affected areas in New South Wales in late March next year and those adopting 

the trees would be invited to the areas in which they will be planted and sent a photograph of the area. The Bunnings sites 

would be manned by Rotarians. Our area had the Bunnings site at Blacktown to look after and it would be manned by Rotarians 

from several clubs. Barry said the district would be in consultation with indigenous people and the trees selected for planting 

would all be native trees. He said the district already had a grant for $140,000 for the operation, to include the 60 Rotary and 

Rotaract clubs. He said last year’s Lamington Day had been conducted on the same lines and there would now be an annual 

Lamington Day He hoped the Adopt-a-Tree Day would also become an annual project. 

Declining Rotary Numbers 

President Malcolm said he had attended a Presidents’ Meeting on 29th November and had heard an account of decline in Rotary 

numbers over the last 10 years which disturbed him. His report was: 

PDG Phil Whyte, a member of the International Committee for Shaping Rotary’s Future, said the Board of Trustees of the Ro-

tary Fo0undation had asked the committee to come forward with a plan for Rotary in Australia, New Zealand, East Timor 

and the Pacific. These were in Zone Eight, with the exception of the Hawaiian Islands, not included in the planning. The com-

mittee had been asked to do a redesigning from scratch. The district governors in the zone had asked the committee to come 

up with a plan to make Rotary more flexible and effective. The redesigned Rotary would attract more community, corporate 

sector and private support. Leadership and training activities were to be improved. More diverse membership of Rotary 

would be encouraged. Responsibilities and priorities placed on leaders we to be reviewed. 

There was a disturbing trend in membership statistics. There had been 1.2 million Rotarians recruited in the last 10 years but 
the global figure for Rotary membership was only 1.4 million. Which meant that we were hemorrhaging membership. It 
meant there was a serious problem with retention. Ninety percent of people who had joined Rotary in the last 10 years had 
left. Zone Eight had recruited 321,670 new members in the last 10 years but the membership figure now as only 333,311. In 
Great Britain and Ireland, there had been a 30 percent drop. In Australia and New Zealand there had been a 25 percent drop. 
Ten years ago, Australia had 40,899 Rotarians. Now it was 31,670. There had also been a decline in the number of clubs. In 
the United States, there had been a 20 percent drop in membership, In Europe, Africa and the Middle East there had been a 
three percent drop. In Latin America the decline had been eight percent. 

Phil said there was a positive in trend in Asia, where there had been a 26 percent rise in the last 10 years. it was noted that in 
Timor Leste, there were more Rotoractors than Rotarians. It was hoped the Rotaractors would become future leaders. “For 
everything we do, we must make sure we maintain Rotary diversity, service and leadership,” he said. In Taiwan, there had 
been a trend towards family membership of Rotary. Clubs could have 200 members, of whom 50 percent were women. That 
was one encouraging trend in Australia where female membership 20 years ago was 19.2 percent  

 



 

 

 
 

 

. It was now 28.2 percent. But the age of Rotarians was a problem. Worldwide, 62 percent of Rotarians were over the age of 50 

and 72 precent of senior leaders were at least 70 years old. Seventy percent of directors were at least 60 years old. Nobody un-

der the age of40 had been selected to serve as a regional leader. “We are going to have to change our thinking,” Phil said. “So 

now our project is not only retention of members. It is promotion and leadership. The future of Rotary is in the hand of those 

under 40 now.”  

In the club discussion that followed Malcolm’s report, PP Barry said a lot had happened in the last decade or two which affected 

the culture of business. In the nineties, every bank had a local branch member who would be inclined to join Rotary. Woolworths 

had bought some 200 pubs, which meant that there would no longer be publicans from the local community in many areas who 

would also be orientated towards Rotary. There was a shortage of time everywhere and a lot of pressure. As well, some clubs were 

slow in adapting to change. In District 9685 to the north of us, there were three Rotary clubs which still refused to admit female 

members. PP Keith Henning said it was important to have a project that would attract members. John Stamboulie said there 

were so many diverse activities available now. There were other organisations and other causes. Some people were no longer at-

tracted to going to the same place week after week. The idea of public service might have become less attractive. 

Accolades 

Club president Malcolm Brown has received a letter from the District Rotary Foundation Chair,Keith Roffey,  dated 26th Novem-

ber, which reads: 

 On behalf of Past District Governor Warwick Richardson and Past District Foundation Chair Graham Wilson, I sincerely 

acknowledge and thank you and your club members for their contribution and indeed generosity in giving to our Foundation 

during the Rotary year 2020-21. 

Last year, hundreds and thousands of people, l even during the pandemic, gave generously more than $440 million to the Ro-

tary Foundation, enabling over 2,000 global grants that are changing people’s life for the better. Included in that figure were 

contributions from our club. 

Raindrops, as we know., fall from the sky. They may be small but together they transform onto mighty rivers. By your club 

supporting the Foundation, you are supporting causes that are changing people’s lives everywhere. 

Giving any sum of money to the Rotary Foundation makes us part of the eradication of Polio, a partner in creating peace, and 

people who support clean water and sanitation where water is worth more than gold. It makes us someone who believes that 

all babies, children, and mothers should have medical resources and equal rights. Our contributions provide educational op-

portunities, food for the poor, portable water in villages of disadvantaged nations, health care, shelter, schools and books for 

thousands of children, including our own indigenous communities in outback Australia. 

Your donations are measured in lives. Where you have given one dollar or a million dollars, you have given help and people to 

the people whose lives you have touch. 

Those families, the partners and the children thank you – And so do we. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

Australian Rotary Health 

Joy Gillett, CEO of Australian Rotary Health, said the celebration of 40 years of ARH should be promoted. The event would be at 

Rydges Hotel, Parramatta on 7th February, beginning at 6.30 pm. She thought the best thing to do would be to do a mail-out to 

other clubs in mid-January. 

Afghan Refugees Concert 

PP Keith Henning referred to a proposal for a Fred Smith concert at the Riverside Theatre in Parramatta to raise funds for refu-
gees. Fred Smith is an expert on Afghanistan. He received the ACT Provincial Peace Prize this year. The initiation had come from 
the Rotary Club of Canberra. He said somebody would have to do some homework to fund out when the venue would be available 
and how much it would cost. The Rotary Club of Holroyd was supposed to be the contact club for the event. President Malcolm 
said that with the money involved in setting up the concert, there was “a risk”. PP Barry suggested there be a meeting of club 
presidents to discuss the whole thing. 

Food Ladder 

PP Keith said that $10,000 could be given to the project from our Christmas tree sales this year but there had to be another 

$15,000 raised to meet the expected cost of the project. He thought it might be possible to approach businesses in Parramatta 

asking each to contribute $500 to the project, which involved setting up a hydroponic food producing system in a school, thereby 

providing employment and producing a product which would become the foundation of a business. If we were to establish this, at 

a venue yet to be decided, it would be a project we could have running at the time we celebrated the 50th anniversary of our club’s 

chartering in late June nest year. John Stamboulie said that when we approached companies for more support, we could say that 

our club has “kick-started” the project with a contribution of $10,000. 

Our New Directors 

At the annual general meeting which followed our club meeting, PPs Malcolm, Barry, Phil Brophy and Natalie Cowell, along with 

John Stamboulie, Joy Gillett and PP Bob Rosengreen, were appointed directors for the year 2022-23. It was agreed that Natalie 

Cowell be President in 2023-24. 

Our Revamped Club 

PP Barry said we would have to wait till the new Lord Mayor of Parramatta as in office and make an approach to him for support 
for the revamped club, which would be meeting at 5.30 pm on a weekday. Jon Stamboulie said we should have an event at his 
hotel in March next year, in the upstairs section, with up to 50 people present, including council, business people and members. 
New posters displayed and there would be a speech. We could president Food Ladder and raise money. On the question of what 
night it would be, John said he thought it should be early in the week. President Malcolm said he did not think it should be a 
Monday night because we would run into holiday Mondays again when we could not meet. As to the current venue, Joy said we 
had a new three-month contract with the Novotel Hotel, beginning Monday 10th January next year, to have meetings on the sec-
ond and fourth Monday of each month. 

Lebanon 

PP Barry said there would be a shipping container full of medical supplies sent to Beirut. We had been hoping to send the con-
tainer this month but it has now we had been delayed to mid-January. Members might be called on to help load beds and other 
material into the container at Castle Hill. 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 17th-9th Christmas Tree Sales (until sold out) 

25-26 Australia Day Adopt a Tree project 

7th February 40th Anniversary Australia Rotary Health Rydges Rosehill 

21st June 50th Anniversary of Parramatta City Rotary-at Crown Hotel, Church Street 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

ROTARY  

WE CONNECT PEOPLE 

Rotary unites more than a million 
people 

Together, we see a world where 

people unite and take action to 

create lasting change – across the 

globe, in our communities, and in 

ourselves. 

WE TRANSFORM COMMUNI-
TIES 

We take action locally and globally 

Each day, our members pour their 

passion, integrity, and intelligence 

into completing projects that have 

a lasting impact. We persevere 

until we deliver real, lasting solu-

tions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

We donate 50% of profits to help build toilets because we believe access to a safe, dignified 
loo is a basic human right. Thanks to our amazing community (that’s you!), we’ve been 
able to donate over $8.3 million to help provide proper sanitation for the 2.3 billion people 
in need. Now that’s a lot of toilets!  

Visit https://au.whogivesacrap.org/  

Last week they have been able to donate a total of over $2 million to our charity partners,  

https://au.whogivesacrap.org/

