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Over the past two days we had over half of the Districts Rotary Clubs and the Rotaract clubs
involved in the ongoing Adopt A tree project. Many of the clubs who couldn’t participate it was
due to their members concern for their health due to COVID which is understandable. There was
tremendous success with photo’s of the event at eight locations across the District highlighting
the interest among the public browsing through Bunnings Stores. So over the next 30 days the
District will be rolling out the storybook of the affects of bushfires and there recovery through
bush regeneration and how you as members of our club will be able to join with the adopters and
plant the saplings in identified bushfire affected areas within a three hour drive of Sydney. I
know many of you have already adopted a tree, but if you haven't click here
This is a great example where we can collectively do a tremendous job and grow our community by working together. It is expected to plant the saplings in April or May once the site(s) and
species of trees required have been identified.
I had great pleasure manning the stall at Blacktown Bunnings with other Rotarians from the
North West Zone of Clubs. At this stage
we have raised $5,000 after two days with
the aim of getting 10,000 trees at $5 each
with funds going to Rotary Smith Family
Scholarships.

The interest among young and even
younger was really encouraging with messages “great initiative” and “I want to plant
my tree”

President Malcolm Brown
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Meeting 24th January 2022
President Malcolm Brown welcomed members to our hybrid meeting, Present were PP Barry Antees, PP Natalie Cowell, PP Bob
Rosengreen, PP Keith Henning ad PP Vera Liondas. We had several other members joining via zoom.

Our Induction
President Malcolm Brown inducted Vera Liondas as a member of our
club. Vera said she had been in Rotary for about 13 years. She had
joined when she became a widow and looked up the nearest Rotary
club, which was Holroyd. She had since been club president twice and
had spent three years as an assistant District Governor. She had
served in several roles at District level, including Inspiration Women’s
Awards and Membership, and had done many RAWCS projects. She
had been overseas at least once a year on RAWCS projects over the
last 10 years, doing Days for Girls and Women’s Hygiene programs,
and assisting one Tony Castle in setting up sewing programs for village women under the SewAid program. It had taken her to a number
of countries, including the Philippines, Cambodia, Fiji and the Solomon Islands. Vera had a son, Victori8, and electrician engineer, and
she had three grandchildren.

Our Toast
Keith Henning proposed a toast to the Rotary Club of Nukualofa, Tonga, a country ravaged by an underseas volcano and tsunami, which is in need of large amounts of humanitarian assistance. With regards to Tonga, Barry Antees said RAZWCS should
initiate a project to help Tonga directly, instead of sending aid via New Zealand, which posed problems for Australian donors
seeking a tax deduction.
Adopt-a-Tree
PP Barry Antees had the Adopt-a-Tree program ready to roll, with our club manning the site aqt Bunnings, Blacktown, at seven
other Bunnings sites. He had already had a good response. One of our club m embers had donated $500 and a lot of clubs were
promoting the project. As at Monday, the project had nearly $2,000. The target was $50,000, which represented 10,000 trees.
Food Ladder
Keith Henning said the Merriwa Central School had been nominated as a suitable place for our Food Ladder project but we
would have to have a board meeting to confirm that. President Malcolm undertook to get in touch with the Merriwa Rotary
Club.
The Philippines
Barry Antees said Shelterbox had supplied kits to 5,000 families in that typhoon-ravaged country, which had exhausted the
stocks Shelterbox had in the Philippines and another 3,000 kits would be sent there in the next week. There was a need to make
supplies from stocks held within the country because of the problem of security of supplies that came in through the docks. Vera
Liondas said that on Dinagat Island in the southern Philippines, where RAWCS had a project, some 20,000 homes, or 80 percent of the housing stock, had been destroyed, including that of the local mayor, who was living in a tent. Walter Bock, of Burwood Rotary, a long-term philanthropist for that part of the world, had sent his own money t9 give assistance and a team he had
funded for years was sending aid.

Change in RI Legislation
Graeme Wilson, PDG, asked for the club’s view on three amendments to RI legislation, these being:-that the RI budget and annual report be published on the Rotary website, that inconsistencies be eliminated from RI bylaw; that Rotaractors be allowed to
attend Rotary meetings. For all of these there was overwhelming support. The club agreed to the changes.
Keith’s Family
Keith Henning said that his 14-year-old granddaughter, playing for Parramatta in a regional under 15 cricket competition, had
scored 206 not out and had been given permission to play second grade in the senior women’s competition.
St Peter’s School
Keith Henning said the school sin Uganda had opened on 10 th January, after having been shut down in 2020 in the face of the
pandemic. One problem was that about a quarter of the children had not returned to school. The reasons was that the parents
owed school fees, so rather than pay them, they had sent the children to another school. But a large number of children had arrived at St Peter’s School for the same reason. The school had satisfied most of its requirements but there was still ned for a little
more. Robert Opiera had provided $US3,000 for what he had earned from consulting services to the Prime Minister on refugees
but there was need for another $US1,500. Keith said that as at last month we had $2,900 in the kitty for the school and we had
sent $A2,750. We only had $156 left. Barry Antees said the school had other support networks. Keith said we might be able to get
a grant through the Rotary Foundation.

(The children)

3.5 metre tall artificial tree
Adopt a tree Project

Poignant Pictures

23rd February Ride for Polio
5th March International Womens day Book here
18-20th March District Conference, Warwick Farm. Book Here
21st June 50th Anniversary of Parramatta City Rotary-at Crown Hotel, Church Street

ROTARY
WE CONNECT PEOPLE
Rotary unites more than a million
people
Together, we see a world where
people unite and take action to
create lasting change – across the
globe, in our communities, and in
ourselves.

WE TRANSFORM COMMUNITIES
We take action locally and globally
Each day, our members pour their
passion, integrity, and intelligence
into completing projects that have
a lasting impact. We persevere
until we deliver real, lasting solutions.

We donate 50% of profits to help build toilets because we believe access to a safe, dignified
loo is a basic human right. Thanks to our amazing community (that’s you!), we’ve been
able to donate over $8.3 million to help provide proper sanitation for the 2.3 billion people
in need. Now that’s a lot of toilets!
Visit https://au.whogivesacrap.org/
Last week they have been able to donate a total of over $2 million to our charity partners,

