
 

 

                 Rotary Connects…….the World 

July 29th,  2021 Rotary Club of Parramatta City 

President’s Report 

Welcome once more to our fortnightly account of proceedings. Despite lockdowns, 

there are some big things afoot. Our DG, Jeremy Wright, gave a spirited address in 

which he signalled, among other things, a need for further outreach to the indige-

nous people of Western Sydney who might be greatly helped in the long term by a 

program of focus in the “first 2,000 days” of a child’s life, when the neurological 

development of the human brain is at its peak and where Aboriginal people have 

been disadvantaged in the past. Our further commitment to the Aboriginal people 

should be what our Past President and Past District Governor Barry Antees has 

recommended, that out club, in line with our district, make a formal commitment 

to the Uluru Statement, made in 2017, which was a “cry from the heart” from Aus-

tralia’s Aboriginal community to give them a fair go. Because our district has the 

highest concentration of Aborigines in any Rotary district in NSW, Barry is sug-

gesting a more direct outreach to the Aboriginal community. 

I myself have got into enormous strife from a couple of academics, one based in 

Sydney, the other in Brisbane, who insist that everything I say about Aboriginal 

affairs is based on intrinsic racism and simply reflects the patronising attitude of 

the white colonialists who assumed from the outset that they knew best. I was par-

ticularly slammed for saying that we should take more care for our” Aboriginal 

brothers and sisters”. It is very hard to argue with people against people who read 

“racism” into everything you say. I have tried to argue, but copped a torrent of 

scorn back. So, all I can say is that I continue, along I think with most of us, in a 

more pragmatic vein to try to address what is obviously the downtrodden and de-

pressed way of life of so many Aborigines, and offer them help, in particularly in 

the “Closing the Gap” campaign directed towards Aboriginal health. 

The other thing of great importance coming from our meeting is a proposal from 
Barry and PP Keith Henning that we change our meeting time from 12.30 pm on 
Monday to 5.30 pm on a weekday night. Originally, the lunchtime meeting was to 
accommodate those who commute to and from Parramatta and would find it in-
convenient coming in early for breakfast or staying for the night time meeting. But 
as Keith points out, what was satisfactory half a century ago, when our club was 
chartered, no longer words because of the increasing pace and intensity of modern 
business life. I for myself am happy with the change and it would seem to be a 
practical solution to our chronic shortage of members. But a lot of thought has to 
go into this first, and Barry will be circulating a survey of members’ views 
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Club Meeting 9th August 2021 

Present 

DG Jeremy Wright, ADG Usha Garg, President Malcolm Brown, Past President Barry Antees, Secretary Joy Gillett, PP Keith 

Henning, PP John Stamboulie, PP Phil Brophy, Rtn Bob Rosengreen, Rtn Joy Nel, Rtn Waranee Nuij. 

Our Toast 

Keith Henning proposed a toast the Rotary Club of Kesrouen, District 2425, Lebanon. He said we had just passed the anniver-

sary of the devasting explosion in Beiru8tOur club had sent money as a contribution to rebuilding. 

Our Guests 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our guests today were the District Governor, Jeremy Wright (He insists on being “Provisional” DG because there has not been a 

formal handover), and the Assistant District Governor responsible for our area, Usha Garg. Jeremy has been a member of Rota-

ry for 12 years. In his previous career, he was involved in medical research and business. Usha Garg has a background in Occu-

pational Health and Safety. She belongs to the Rotary Club of Strathfield and has been involved in Rotary for more than seven 

years and finds that she has been so busy with the club that the time has “just flown”. 

 
Interplast 
 
President Malcolm said he had booked PDG Dianne North as guest of the club on Monday 23rd August to speak to use about 
Interplast. Dianne said in an email message: “The Rotary Club of Parramatta City has been a great supporter of Interplast over 
many years. You have contributed to Interplast Surgical Missions that our District has sponsored over the last 5 years, in partic-
ular the surgical mission to Myanmar in November 2019, David’s partner’s project when I was the District Governor. COVID -19 
has stopped all Interplast surgical missions since March 2020. Interplast has had to rethink the way they do things and has 
been very busy conducting webinars, one-on-one teaching sessions and much more. I have attached a story for you about a Bhu-
tanese doctor, Dr Sonam, and how he is continuing his training.” 
 
ROMAC 

President Malcolm said he had booked in Harold Sharp, chairman of ROMAS, to be guest of our club on Monday, 13th Septem-
ber. Harold said in a message to the club: that the covid virus had put a serious club on club activities. “For the first time in the 
history of ROMAC, we have not been able to bring in one patient into Australia since July last year, he said in a message to the 
club. “However, there is some 'light for the future' with a patient from Tonga, Penny, recently accepted on humanitarian reasons 
by New Zealand and operated on this week,” he said. “ Penny underwent surgery for a cardiac condition in Auckland's Starship 
hospital. In talks with the Australian Federal Government, we are hopeful that Australia will soon also be able to accept new 
patients, possibly within the next three months.  Our current waiting list numbers approximately 30.” 

Schools Vocational Excellence Awards 

President Malcolm said the awards, which were scheduled to be held at the Model Farms High School, Baulkham Hills, on 23rd 
August, had been cancelled. Ben Stephenson, the school’s Industrial Arts teacher, said it was planned to hold the event next 
year. 

AG Usha Garg DG Jeremy Wright 



 

 

 
 

 

Lamington Day 

PP Barry said that the distribution of lamingtons to businesses and services as a reward from employers to employees for good 

service would continue as scheduled on Wednesday, 25th August. Orders would be done by August 18 and our club was properly 

organised for the distribution. 

Anniversary of Australian Rotary Health 

PP barry said that the Fortieth Anniversary of Australian Rotary Health would continue as scheduled at Rydges Hotel on Satur-

day, 11th September. A flyer for the event had been issued. It was going onto the district website and a booking site had also been 

set up. Promotion had started, including marketing of the guest speakers. 

Jeremy Wright 

Our District Governor, Jeremy Wright, attended our meeting, speaking from Wangal Country, Aboriginal Land. He had risen 

through the ranks fairly rapidly. He had only been a member of Rotary for 12 years, and he paid due respect to those in our club 

who had been in Rotary a lot longer, including our Foundation Member, Keith Henning, who had chalked up 50. 

Jeremy said that as a supporter of medical research, he had been involved in research into Sudden Infant Death Syndrome 

(SIDS), a campaign supported by Australian Rotary Health (ARH). Research was applied to a prevention campaign in 1993/4 

which was very successful. The incidence of SIDS was reduced by between 70 and 80 percent in three years. He went into busi-

ness then and was accredited to oversee research as head of Multiple Sclerosis Australia. He did that for nearly 10 years, again in 

collaboration with ARH. In that time, there had been a large amount of research into the disease. It was still not curable, but 

where in 2004/5 there was only one treatment to reduce the severity of the disease, now there were 11 treatments available. 

Jeremy said he had been involved in the granting of scholarships and awarding global grants. He had also been involved in a pro-

gram for indigenous people, which had given him great insights. He had also been involved in environmental programs and had 

been to international conferences. Jeremy said he had realised what an “amazing influence” Rotary was.  

Jeremy had also seen in recent times how quickly we could turn to “virtual Rotary”, which had its advantages and disadvantages. 

“It has encouraged us to take on the technological revolution,” he said. “We now need to embrace social media revolution and go 

where we have to, especially appealing to a new and younger generation.”  

Jeremy hoped our club could achieve some citation goals. His own goals as District Governor were to increasing membership in 
the district. He said one strategy was “Shake a Mate  ”, which involved one member bringing in another member to Rotary. There 
were examples of this being done. On the Gold Coast, a DG had put out a recruitment video and he had succeeded in increasing 
district Rotary membership by 140 in one year. In Taiwan, members had brought their wives and partners into Rotary and dra-
matically increased membership. 
There were numerous grants available to Rotarians, including government grants and grants that might be obtained from politi-

cians. A club in Baldwyn, near Melbourne, had offered a massive grant from Australian Rotary Clubs to apply, for grants of be-

tween $5,000 and $50,000 were available.  

Jeremy said that in Community Services, he was particularly interested in empowerment of girls and women, in particular as 

they confronted the problems of domestic violence. He was also interested in a program to ensure that Aboriginal girls had the 

best start in life that was available. In terms of women in Rotary, he was encouraged by the number of women Rotarians in our 

district who had reached leadership positions. And he was supporting “our Aboriginal brothers and sisters” in a Rotary district 

which had a higher concentration of Aboriginals than any other Rotary district in Australia. 

 There was a special project Jeremy was supporting, led by the Rotary Club of Sydney and NSW Health, a “First Two Thousand 

Days” program which assisted the welfare of children from conception to five years of age, a period when the human brain went 

though the most intense phase of neurological development. He was supporting as program through the Sydney Children’s Hos-

pital, which had been going for 11 years and had been “amazingly successful”. That included Aboriginal children from La Perouse 

who, given a good start, had the greatest chance of having opportunities “equal to the rest of us”. The project is aimed at replicat-

ing the success in the Western Suburbs where children could be helped in the way the Aboriginal children in La Perouse had 

been. Jeremy said he would be delighted if our club supported the program. 



 

 

Usha Garg 

Usha spoke only briefly. She said she hoped she would be a useful link between our club and the DG. “I want to know how I 

can contribute,” she said. “I am here to serve you.” She added that how much we contributed and how we contributed was 

“different for every one of us”. 

The Uluru Statement 

PP Barry said by our club coming out in support of the Uluru Statement and if our district could be as well. It had been de-

scribed as “a Cry from The Heart” to the rest of Australia to consider the needs and aspirations of the Aboriginal people. Jer-

emy said the Sydney Children’s Hospital supported the Uluru Statement. PP Barry said that because our club wanted to in-

crease impact on our community, it was only fair that our club should support the statement. 

Bree 

Bob Rosengreen said his daughter Bree, who had married Bruce Haywood in Tanzania but had run into all sorts of problems 
involving covid and travel restrictions. Had finally arrived in Australia with her husband. But they had both been found covid 
positive and had had to lock down for two weeks in isolation. They we reoccupying Meriton Apartments in Zetland. 

Our Fiftieth Anniversary 

The Rotary Club of Parramatta City, originally called the Rotary Club of Parramatta North, was formed in 1972 and had its 

first meeting on Tuesday, 21st June that year. The board has decided that the event should be commemorated. The details 

have not yet been decided but President Malcolm has undertaken to produce a history of the club, which will involve inter-

views with Ralph Cadman, Glen Gardner, John Totonjian, Keith Henning and Bob Rosengreen, all members or former mem-

bers.  

A Rotary Lunchtime Club No Longer? 

PP Barry Antees said he and PP Keith Henning had had a discussion about the future of the club, which for some time had 

been struggling for numbers. Barry said that times had changed and that a lunchtime program which was suitable years ago 

might not be any more, when work and time pressures made it difficult for working people to get away, to spend an hour at 

the meeting and perhaps 15 more minutes getting to and from the meeting. PP Keith said that 50 years ago, things were 

more relaxed and business people might look to having a “three-hour lunch”.  Our club has responded to change well as we 

have trialed varied meeting times in the past as well as responding to the change from weekly to fortnightly when members 

felt the pressures of the times. 

Barry said there were two lunchtime Rotary clubs in the district, the other being the Rotary Club of Sydney. But the Parra-

matta lunchtime Rotary club did not look nearly as viable. He and Keith have thought about alternative times. The breakfast 

spot has already been filled by a Rotary club in Parramatta. There is already an evening club, but there is a different culture, 

for both of these clubs to ours. 

What Barry and Keith are suggesting is that we might have a meeting at 5.30 pm, giving working people enough time to get 

from work and having no pressures on them at 5.30. Barry said it was unlikely we would get many CEOs but the prospect of a 

meeting like that after work might be attractive to middle management. It need not be a Monday night. President Malcolm 

thought Monday was not very suitable because there were public holidays which often wiped out our meeting date. He 

thought Tuesday might be better. John Stamboulie agreed. He said if we were going to change the time, why not change the 

day. 

 Barry has undertaken to do a survey of members to see what their thoughts are. PP Keith said more work had to be done on 
the idea because there would still be many things competing for time. President Malcolm said that being retired, he could not 
care when the meeting was. But he said Barry’s announcement of the possible change came as “a bombshell”. 

 



 

 

14th August RESCA (Rotary Emergency Services Community Awards via zoom 

23rd August PDG Di North speaking on Interplast 

25th August National Lamington Day 

29th August National Tree Planting Day-Cancelled  

29th August District Changeover via zoom 

6th September Social Night  

13th September PDG Harold Sharp speaking on ROMAC 

19th September Parramatta Club Changeover Rydges Rosehill 

19 Sept RIWA Rotary Inspirational Women Awards 

10th October the National Hat Day and Lift the Lid on Mental Health Awareness  

25th October 40th Anniversary Australia Rotary Health Rydges Rosehill 

5th November NSW Rotary Police Officer Awards 

21st June 50th Anniversary of Parramatta City Rotary-at Crown Hotel, Church 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

ROTARY  

WE CONNECT PEOPLE 

Rotary unites more than a million 
people 

Together, we see a world where 

people unite and take action to 

create lasting change – across the 

globe, in our communities, and in 

ourselves. 

WE TRANSFORM COMMUNI-
TIES 

We take action locally and globally 

Each day, our members pour their 

passion, integrity, and intelligence 

into completing projects that have 

a lasting impact. We persevere 

until we deliver real, lasting solu-

tions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

We donate 50% of profits to help build toilets because we believe access to a safe, dignified 
loo is a basic human right. Thanks to our amazing community (that’s you!), we’ve been 
able to donate over $8.3 million to help provide proper sanitation for the 2.3 billion people 
in need. Now that’s a lot of toilets!  

Visit https://au.whogivesacrap.org/  

Last week they have been able to donate a total of over $2 million to our charity partners,  

https://au.whogivesacrap.org/

