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President Report
Our first face-to-face meeting was very successful, with a most interesting
speaker, Luke Magee, president of the Parramatta Chamber of Commerce meeting. The chamber’s outlook seeking members, concern about its image and
providing effective service, has many similarities with Rotary and the two organisations are poised to work together harmoniously. The really big long-term
matter affecting our club is our relaunching in May next year, when we will present ourselves to the Parramatta community, as a place to meet, network, socialise and serve the community, As has been pointed out, the lunchtime meeting concept is not working because of the pressure of today’s business world,
where people cannot afford what would really be two hours in the middle of the
day to go to a meeting, stay there and return. Years ago, in more leisurely time,
that was possible. As PP Barry Antees has said there are only two lunchtime
clubs in our district, the other being the Sydney Rotary Club.
In the meantime, the club has an opportune it to engage in a project which is
can identify with, the Food Ladder which comprises a hydroponic set-up to
grow vegetables and fruit, which can be established at a school to provide valuable lessons for young people and in particular can engage the indigenous community. As has been pointed out, for years the club has simply distributed money to worthy causes at the annual giving, which is good in itself but doe4s not
give us a project, which other clubs have, that can be readily identified with it.
The welfare of the Aboriginal community is the one great moral issue confronting Australian society. Our club has committed itself to the Uluru Statement
from the Heart, which would seek to recognise the Aboriginal people in our constitution and enshrine their status as voice in government. Our DG, Jeremy
Wright, thinks that is a good idea, that could be done by district, but there
would have to be substantial support by clubs within the district.
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Present
President Malcolm Brown, Past Presidents Barry Antees, Keith Henning, Phil Brophy and John Stamboulie, Secretary Joy Gillett and Rotarian Bob Rosengreen. Apologies from Natalie Cowell and Joy Nel.
Our Toast
Keith Henning proposed a toast to the Rotary Club of Portland Sunrise, which was the home club of Ann Lee Hussey, a polio
victim from childhood who had attending all 30 international polio immunisation campaigns throughout the world. This was
pertinent because the previous day, Sunday 24th October, had been World Polio Day. Keith said the polio eradication campaign
had stated in 1979 as a flow-on from an initiative taken the yar before by the then RI President, St Clem Renouf, who had committed Rotary to a world program of health, poverty relief and humanitarian care. It had started with an eradication program in
the Philippines, which had been successful, and had spread throughout the world, to the point where there had only been two
new cases of polio this year. President Malcolm said the progress to total eradication of polio had been helped considerably by a
decision by the Taliban to allow free access by polio immunisation teams to Afghanistan. Bob Rosengreen the role of Rotary in
the campaign had had some reference in the media
Our Guest
Our guest, introduced by John Stamboulie, was Luke Magee, president of the Parramatta Chamber of Commerce and director of
Chill IT, an IT “fix it” company. Luke did a Bachelor of Economics degree at Macquarie University, worked for a company in
Canberra and at the age of 25 went out into business on his own. He set up Chill IT with a colleague in 2009. The company had
been based in Epping but had switched to Australia Avenue, Olympic Park and now has offices in Melbourne, Canberra and
Brisbane.

(Luke Magee)
Changes to the Club
The board has decided that the during 2022, that we will trial various meeting times to recognise that business routines have
changed, and we will have to change with the times. Club members will be advised at the next meeting of a one-page concept
able plan to discuss and agree to.

Christmas Trees
PP Phil said there would not be a problem with supply of trees this year but that stands would be a problem because shipping delays had stopped supplies coming. He would be making inquiries about possible alternative sources of stands.. The Scouts would be
invited to play their normal role and Keith Stapley would make his own place available. The board decided that the trees would
start selling on Saturday, 4th December, and the following day, result on Friday, 10th December and for that weekend, and resume
again on Thursday, 16th December, and for the following three days. The board also decided that in order to properly display our
brand, all volunteers working on the sales should wear Rotary branded shirts/hats. Joy will circulate to all members

Australia Day Event
PP Barry said he had an idea for a major Australia Day event next year which would be district-wide and would focus on relief of a
COVID suffering community..
Food Ladder
President Malcolm said the Food Ladder program was at the top of the agenda as next year’s project. It would involve $25,000 expenditure and would need to involve other clubs. The Food Ladder organisation would be able to indicate a potential area for such
a project. This was to be our showpiece project to coincide with the 50 th anniversary next year of the chartering of our club. PP
Keith said he thought the public could be involved in such a project, which was not an initiative of Rotary but was supported by
Rotary. But we would first have to make a commitment before it was indicated what Food Ladder project we could embark upon.
Parramatta Chamber of Commerce

Luke said the chamber, formed in 1912, laid claim to being the oldest chamber of commerce in Australia. But like all such organisations, it had to do a review from time to time on how it was going. The NSW Chamber of Commerce had done a survey two years
ago of how chambers were perceived throughout the world. The general perception was that chambers were “old men chomping
cigars” and were not attractive to young peop0le. The NSW Chamber and decided as result that it would rebrand itself to “Business
New South Wales” and had encouraged local chambers to do the same, as with “Business Parramatta” and “Business Canberra”.
Many chambers had done this. The Parramatta chamber, with three paid staff, was always interested in new members and one way
of doing this was to stage events. One coming up in a few weeks was the “Western Sydney Business Awards for Excellence”, in
which there would be 18 categories such as “Best Micro-Business”, “Best Exporter” and the like.
Luke said the chamber had also formed a link with the university community Parramatta, with the view to getting some young
people as members, who were likely to derive value in having mentors at the start of their careers. The chamber was important to
members of networking but itself was a networker, having good relationship with entities such as the Parramatta City Co and Parramatta Light Rail. The study had focussed also on who joined the and who stayed. It was a given that people joined a chamber because they saw they could get something out of it. There would be an event at the Parramatta Stadium in December when a council
representative would tell member “what is going on”. Bob Rosengreen said communication was most important. Fifty years ago it
had been easier, as between a supplier and customer, but in his perception that had become much more difficult in the current era.
Taylor McAlister
PP Keith said he had had a communication from a former RYLA student, Taylor McAlister, who had been sponsored by the club as
an Indigenous Health Scholar. She was two months off graduating in her Masters in Clinical Psychology and she was doing her
PhD working in Aboriginal affairs
Worldwide Telephone Survey
Last month, a world-wide telephone survey was conducted by the UN. The only question asked was:
"Would you please give your honest opinion about possible solutions to the food shortage in the rest of the world?"
The survey was a complete failure because:
In Eastern Europe they didn't know what "honest" meant.
In Western Europe, they didn't know what "shortage" meant
In Africa, they didn't know what "food" meant.
In China, they didn't know what "opinion" meant.
In the Middle East, they didn't know what "solution" meant.
In South America, they didn't know what "please" meant.
In the USA they didn't know what "the rest of the world" meant.

5th November NSW Rotary Police Officer Awards
16th November Casual dinner at Crown Hotel, Parramatta 6.30pm for members and
guests
3rd December Movie Premier of “The Dark” funds go to Polio
13th DecemberChristmas Lunch at Novotel 12.30
4 & 5th Christmas Tree sales

10th-12th Christmas Tree Sales
17th-9th Christmas Tree Sales (until sold out)
7th February 40th Anniversary Australia Rotary Health Rydges Rosehill
21st June 50th Anniversary of Parramatta City Rotary-at Crown Hotel, Church Street

ROTARY
WE CONNECT PEOPLE
Rotary unites more than a million
people
Together, we see a world where
people unite and take action to
create lasting change – across the
globe, in our communities, and in
ourselves.
WE TRANSFORM COMMUNITIES
We take action locally and globally
Each day, our members pour their
passion, integrity, and intelligence
into completing projects that have
a lasting impact. We persevere
until we deliver real, lasting solutions.

We donate 50% of profits to help build toilets because we believe access to a safe, dignified
loo is a basic human right. Thanks to our amazing community (that’s you!), we’ve been
able to donate over $8.3 million to help provide proper sanitation for the 2.3 billion people
in need. Now that’s a lot of toilets!
Visit https://au.whogivesacrap.org/
Last week they have been able to donate a total of over $2 million to our charity partners,

