
 

 

                 Rotary Connects…….the World 

November 9,  2021 Rotary Club of Parramatta City 

President Report 

Hi members! We are emerging from the clouds of covid and there does appear 
to be a new spirit, in the club and in Parramatta, which PP Bob Rosengreen says 
is developing at “a fantastic rate”. The Sydney Rotary Club has prestige, as it 
surely must. But Parramatta is shaping up to be a very important centre indeed 
and our clubs should reflect that. To belong to Rotary Parramatta should be a 
symbol of prestige. PP Barry Antees, my Prime Minister, together with John 
Stamboulie has a most inspired idea of directly linking the club to that growth 
and the relaunch next year should be a memorable amount. We very much ap-
preciate John’s links with the business community through the Parramatta 
Chamber of Commerce. Things are looking up in other ways. We will have plen-
ty of Christmas trees this year, we will all be out in our Rotary uniform and the 
covid lockdown having forced us to store our energy, this will be as good an out-
let as any. 

On November 23th we are acknowledging the service of three of our members, 
Joy Gillett, Phil Brophy and Barry Antees to Rotary, we invite members, past 
and current and friends of our club, booking online. Click below or use QR code 

https://www.trybooking.com/BVNOG 

 

 

 

 

Hope to see you all there. 

 

 

President Malcolm Brown 
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Present 

President Malcolm Brown, Past Presidents Barry Antees, Keith Henning, Bob Rosengreen and Natalie Cowell, Secretary Joy 

Gillett and Rotarian John Stamboulie. Apologies from Warunee Nuij. And Joy Nel 

Our Toast 

Keith Henning proposed a toast to the Rotary Foundation, given that this is Rotary Foundation Month. He said the Foundation 

had agreed with a number of other organisations, including UNICEF, Action Against Hunger, Power of Nutrition and govern-

ments to embark on a five-year program for undernourished children in Ethiopia. 

Honouring Members for Years Served 

President Malcolm said he would be giving certificates, signed by the RI president, Shekhar Hehta, at the club social night at the 

Crown Hotel on Tuesday, 16th November. These would go to Barry Antees, Joy Gillett and Phil Brophy, who had served Rotary 

well over decades. 

Relaunching the Club 

PP Barry said that at present we should be focussing on the relaunching of our own club, which would coincide with the 50th 

anniversary of the launching of our club in 1972. It would be a major event with the Lord Mayor present and company CEOs. 

We would then know who the Lord Mayor Parramatta would be, following the local government elections. 

Barry said the advantage of  a twilight meeting was that you could get people coming straight from work. It would attract busi-

ness people. President Malcolm said that one thing that would attract business people after work was the prospect of having a 

drink. PP John said: “To have a drink is normal.” He said: “If we can get 15 people into this room all the time, I will be very hap-

py. If we do some encouraging things, people will turn up.” He said there was prospect of closer collaboration with the Chamber 

of Commerce 

Barry said that by the time of the relaunch, the club would have decided on meeting times. Barry said that to find out the most 

suitable time, the club would have a month of weekly meetings, alternating between lunchtime and twilight meetings. We would 

try out a Tuesday evening, then a Wednesday evening, and discuss at the lunchtime meetings what was most suitable. It was 

important for the launching or relaunching a Rotary club to have a project that prospective new members could identify with. 

“A few can kick off with a project, in four or five weeks we could have people coming back again,” he said. 

Bob Rosengreen said that with the City of Parramatta poised  to rapidly expand, there was ample opportunity for our club of 
expand as well. 

Hybrid meetings 

President Malcolm said we should be looking at the permanent institution of hybrid video/face-to- face meetings. Barry said 

there was already one going at this very meeting with the zoom open. 

Christmas Tree Sales 

PP Phil has announced that we will be putting up the shelter for the Christmas Tree Sales on Wednesday, 1st December, starting 
at 10 am. The first sales day will be Saturday, 4th December, at Keith Stapley’s home at Cherrybrook. Phil and Laurence will be 
there and President Malcolm has put his hand up to join them. Our selling dates are Dec 4, 5, 10, 11,12,17,18 & 19. Joy has put 
out a roster, for those not in attendance please allot yourself to the roster as this is our biggest fund raiser. 

Keith’s Run 

PP Keith Henning said he had raised $6,000 form sponsorship for his virtual City to Surf race this year, which will go to Aus-
tralian Rotary Health. Keith will match that contribution from his own pocket. The money will be used by ARH to fund Indige-
nous Health Scholarships worth $5,000 pa to recipient. The $5000 will be made up of: Supporters, $1,250; Keith’s contribu-
tion, $1,250; Commonwealth Government, $2,500; amounting to $5,000. The City to Surf funds will provide five years of schol-
arships  

 



 

 

 
 

 

Food Ladder 

Bob Rosengreen said that the hydroponic food ladder operation had been around for a long time. There had been projects where 

a Food Ladder system was supplying fresh food to local restaurants. It was an opportunity for Aboriginal people to become pro-

ductive. Fish hydroponics had been practised in Aboriginal communities. With regards to Aboriginal communities, Rotary could 

also have a role in encourage vaccination against the covid virus. These ideas would be a way of having Rotary doing something.  

It would be “our presence rather than trying to get another member,” he said. People went to the chamber of commerce because 

they saw the chamber “doing stuff”. John Stamboulie said promotion material for the Food Ladder project was being prepared 

for the Christmas tree sales. Keith Henning reminded us that a specific Food Ladder project had not yet been decided on. John 

Stamboulie said he was preparing Food Ladder promotional material to be exhibited and distributed at the Christmas Tree Sales. 

Joy’s Extension 

Joy Gillett said that with her daughter and grandson living with her in her home in Penrith, things had become cramped and she 

had decided on an upward extension. She had lived in the house for 19 years and wanted to stay there. Joy had contacted a build-

er who happened to be excellent. The price had been steep, higher than expected. Construction had started in June. There had 

been a couple of problems along the way, one being a massive storm which saw water coming into her kitchen and her bedroom 

and buckling a ceiling to the extent she thought it would collapse. She had contacted the builder and said: “We have a problem!” 

But he fixed it. Covid hit, which slowed things up. But the job was now virtually finished. And if she sold up now? No problem, 

Joy said. The bank assessors had told her she would get her money back. 

 

(Joy in the year 2000, with PDG Paul Henningham OAM and PDG Bob Aitken OAM – the original and second editors of Rotary 

Down Under.) 

 



 

 

 
 

 

 

Before & after 

  
 
 
 
 
Poignant Pictures 

 
 
 
 



 

 



 

 

23rd November Casual dinner at Crown Hotel, Parramatta 6.30pm for members and 

guests 

3rd December Movie Premier of “The Dark” funds go to Polio 

13th December Christmas Lunch at Novotel 12.30 

4 & 5th Christmas Tree sales 

10th-12th Christmas Tree Sales 

17th-9th Christmas Tree Sales (until sold out) 

7th February 40th Anniversary Australia Rotary Health Rydges Rosehill 

21st June 50th Anniversary of Parramatta City Rotary-at Crown Hotel, Church Street 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

ROTARY  

WE CONNECT PEOPLE 

Rotary unites more than a million 
people 

Together, we see a world where 

people unite and take action to 

create lasting change – across the 

globe, in our communities, and in 

ourselves. 

WE TRANSFORM COMMUNI-
TIES 

We take action locally and globally 

Each day, our members pour their 

passion, integrity, and intelligence 

into completing projects that have 

a lasting impact. We persevere 

until we deliver real, lasting solu-

tions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

We donate 50% of profits to help build toilets because we believe access to a safe, dignified 
loo is a basic human right. Thanks to our amazing community (that’s you!), we’ve been 
able to donate over $8.3 million to help provide proper sanitation for the 2.3 billion people 
in need. Now that’s a lot of toilets!  

Visit https://au.whogivesacrap.org/  

Last week they have been able to donate a total of over $2 million to our charity partners,  

https://au.whogivesacrap.org/

